
The young woman, who is four-
months pregnant, was walking 
home from work (a nightclub), 
together with a male colleague 
at about 4am, when they were 
attacked by a group of men. 
“We were walking down the street 
when suddenly, out of nowhere, 
one guy grabbed her‚” said the 
23-year-old bartender. “I told him 
to stop what he was doing, but he 
refused, and we ended up fighting.” 
“The next thing I saw, was a 
group of armed men surrounding 
me. Some had knives, others had 
guns. They took my wallet and 
cellphone, then started beating 
me up. Fearing for my life, I ran 
for help while they were tearing 
my colleague’s clothes, took her 
things, then dragged her away. 
The only person around was a 
woman who sells newspapers on 
the street corner. There’s usually 
nobody around when we leave 
work late, and I was lucky to find 
her there so early in the morning. 
After hearing what had happened, 
she immediately called the police, 
then looked around and shouted 
for more people to come help.” 
In those dire few minutes that 
her co-worker had gone looking 
for help, the pregnant woman was 
dragged into a dilapidated and 
dingy block of flats.
“When the police arrived, we heard 
screaming from the building. It 
was traumatising, I could tell it 
was my colleague, her cries were 
painful to hear. Not knowing what 
to expect as the building is pitch-
dark and without electricity, more 
police vans were called onto the 
scene before we entered. I went 
with the police and when we found 
her, there were five men standing 
in a queue waiting to have sex with 
her, while two others pinned her 
down as they took turns raping her.  
What I saw truly destroyed me, 
especially because she is my close 

YESTERDAY – The daughter of 
a 27-year-old woman witnessed a 
horrific ordeal. The woman has 
been living with her boyfriend for 
three years. According to one of 
her ex-colleagues, the woman used 
to be a professional dancer, but her 
boyfriend said she had to choose 
her job or him.The victim claims 
there has been past physical abuse, 
but she wanted to try and make it 

friend and four months pregnant.” 
The victim’s sister who also has a 
night-shift job spoke to reporters 
and said, “what happened to her 
hurts me more than I can describe. 
I am struggling to understand how 
something like this can happen.”
The supervisor of the nightclub, 
who has requested to remain 
anonymous, confirmed that the 
young woman is still recovering 
and will not come back to work. 
“I’m just totally shaken by the 
incident. What happened is really 
disturbing and my heart goes out 
to her and her family. She is really 
hardworking and commited. She 
never misses a day of work and for 
this to happen to her is so unfair.  
I haven’t heard from her yet and 
hope she and the baby are okay.  
May the animals that did this rot 
in jail. She must take as long as 
she needs to recover. I'm willing to 
assist in anyway at this trying time. 
I’ll gladly welcome her back with 
open arms, she is brilliant at her 
job,” he said. 
A nearby business owner told the 
police that “something ought to be 
done” about the dilapidated block 
of flats. “It is clearly dangerous 
and although it is deserted, illegal 
activity goes on there almost every 
night,” he said.
A police contingent, comprising 
about 14 officers, was dispatched to 
the building, where they found the 
woman in a terrible state. Police 
rescued the victim and transported 
her to a victim empowerment 
and recovery centre for post-
trauma counselling, before taking 
her to a local hospital for a full 
medical examination and further 
counselling. It is still unclear at this 
point in time, whether the baby has 
been affected or not. 
The victim told the police that 
she wants her voice to be heard 
when the public hears about what 
happened to her. In her statement 
that was transferred to The Daily 
Abuse she said, “I was raped 
but I will retain my dignity. This 
is not my fault. These men may 
have stripped me of my clothes 
and violated me, but I will not let 
them strip me of my dignity. If my 
pregnancy has survived, one day 
my child will cry for what was done 
to me, his or her mother.”
A local police spokesperson has 
confirmed that all eight suspects 
are remanded in police custody and 
he believes that they are repeat 
offenders. He has since reported 
that the suspects are expected to 
be charged for kidnap, rape, assault 
and armed robbery.

Gang-rape horror: pregnant woman violated on the way home from work. 
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CHILD WITNESSES 
MOTHER’S BEATING

work with the father of her child. 
Yesterday afternoon he allegedly 
came home early and walked in 
on her making an audition video in 
their living room. In a fit of rage, 
he beat her and raped her, with 
their three-year-old looking on. The 
victim ended up with a dislocated 
shoulder and a broken finger. 
According to the victim, he has a 
very short temper, especially when 
he drinks. He gets angry and hurts 
her over the smallest things. She 
explains: “One day I asked him if 

he could use a condom when we 
sleep together. He was furious 
and started screaming, threw me 
across the room and hit me really 
hard. He said that if I ask him this, 
it means that I am sleeping with 
someone else.” 
The victim says that she will be 
leaving her boyfriend and find a 
safe environment for her child.
“My baby deserves better and so  
do I. This man has taken everything 
that is important to me. He will not 
hurt us anymore.”

J.M. Dube//

T.M. Moleki//

YESTERDAY – 
A pregnant 26-year-old 
woman was gang-raped 
in a deserted block 
of flats by eight men, 
as she made her way 
home from work.  

PREGNANT WOMAN  
GANG-RAPED BY 8 MEN
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STUDENT RAPED IN CAMPUS BATHROOM

PREGNANT 
BY HER 
UNCLE

ARGUMENT TURNS 
POINT-BLANK LETHAL

LAST NIGHT – A 22-year-old 
student at a local university was 
allegedly raped in the bathroom 
by an unknown man, at a campus 
bar. The student, whose name 
cannot be mentioned, had been 
with friends at a bar owned by the 
university. The victim needed the 
bathroom, but was unaware that 
she was being followed. 
“I didn’t notice that there was 
someone walking behind me as 
I made my way to the bathroom. 
As I entered the room, the man 
instantly forced the door shut and 
locked it behind him. I screamed 
and pleaded for him to leave me 
alone. He responded, saying that he 
had seen me at the bar and wanted 
to speak to me, but I’d apparently 
ignored him,” she said. “He pushed 
me against the wall. I tried fighting 
him. He grabbed my pants, pulled 
my zipper down and violated me. 
I told him what he was doing was 
rape, but he continued. He only 
stopped and fled when another 
girl, concerned about the locked 
door and the screams behind it, 
called management to open the 
door.” Despite her violation, the 
victim was greatly disappointed 
with the incompetency and 
discrimination she faced with the 
police and the university. 
The victim informed her mother, 
who relayed the story to the victim’s 
older sister. The older sister then 
went to the campus to complain 
about the university’s inability to 
inform the victim’s family. “We 
rushed to the institution at around 
3am, only to wait outside the gates 
when the security guard refused 

YESTERDAY – A 45-year-old man 
was accused of raping his 17-year-
old niece. The girl’s mother had 
found her daughter bleeding, 
bruised and whimpering in pain 
when she returned from work. She 
immediately took her daughter to 
hospital. “I didn’t understand what 
could possibly be wrong. I asked 
who did this to her, she wouldn’t 
say anything. The last couple of 
months, she has kept to herself. I 
thought that perhaps she could be 
depressed.”
The doctor, upon examining the 
17-year-old girl, confirmed that she 
was pregnant and was just hours 
away from labour.
“I never once suspected she could 
be pregnant. How? She has never 
had a boyfriend,” the victim’s 
mother said. Last night, her 
daughter gave birth to a stillborn 
baby girl.
The young woman relayed the 
following story to the doctor 
after giving premature birth. She 
confessed that her uncle would 

YESTERDAY EVENING – A 
63-year-old woman was shot dead 
by her long-term boyfriend of 
three years. Gruesome crimes 
perpetrated against women across 
the country are making it into 
the public spotlight. "According 
to witnesses, the shooting took 
place around 8pm at the victim’s 
local pub and restaurant, a family 
business. The couple were arguing 
before the fact,” said a police 
spokesperson and warrant officer.
In a tragedy that sent shockwaves 
across her community, the 64-year-
old man shot his girlfriend multiple 
times in the presence of the 
victim’s daughter and customers 
eating at the restaurant. “I knew 
my mother was unhappy in the 
relationship," the victim's daughter 
said. She told the police that her 
mother’s boyfriend had been 
hurting her mother behind closed 
doors and that they often argued. 

us access because the Campus 
Security (CS) needed to give us 
clearance to enter,” the older 
sister said. 
“When we finally got in, we 
discovered the reason why we 
were made to wait was due to their 
(CS) failure to react, they only 
responded to the incident once 
they heard that our family was at 
the gate.” 
“We are really disappointed and 
worried that my sister won’t get 
justice, because rape incidents 
are taken lightly by the university. 
In previous cases, the university 
has always blamed students for 
drinking, citing that as the main 
reason for the rape incidents 
happening on campus. We really 
don’t understand how rape can be 
justified with this preposterous 
argument.” When the rape was 
reported at the police station, 
officers shunned the victim, 
refusing to lodge the victim’s 
statement because she had 
been drinking when the assault 
happened. The police station 
commander released a statement 
saying that a complaint had not 
been lodged with her office. A 
police spokesperson condemned 
the alleged conduct by the officers, 
saying, “This is something that 
will be followed up on. These 
matters cannot go unreported 
and incidents like rape need to be 
handled accordingly." 

//He pushed me 
against the wall. 
I tried fighting 
him.// Rape case ill-handled: student shunned by university and police. 

wait for her to return from school 
and then rape her while her 
mother was at work. This had been 
happening for months prior to her 
falling pregnant. She was scared 
because he made her believe that 
her mother would disown her if 
she ever told her the truth. The 
victim said that yesterday she told 
her uncle that she thinks she is 
pregnant, showing him her swolen 
stomach. He was furious, raped 
her and hit her. “That was the 
first time he hit me,” the victim 
relayed. “Every other time it was 
only rape. The thought of making 
me pregnant scared him, turns out 
I really was pregnant and had the 
baby too soon,” she said.
The girl’s uncle has since 
been remanded in custody. A 
spokesperson said, “We will 
continue to send all sexual 
offenders to prison where they 
belong. Crimes against women and 
children are a priority. Victims are 
vulnerable to criminals whom they 
trust, and sadly, often times, these 
criminals happen to be family 
members.”

"I never once imagined things 
were so bad that he’d go as far as 
shooting her,” she said. 
Following the shooting, the 
daughter immediately contacted 
her older brother, family friends 
and her biological father. They all 
raced to the scene. Upon arrival, 
the victim’s son contacted both 
the police and the paramedics. The 
killer had fled back to the house, 
the police followed him there and 
subsequently arrested him. 
The victim was rushed to hospital, 
where she passed away in the 
early hours of this morning. The 
suspected cause of death is the 
head injury from falling to the 
ground, as well as heavy blood 
loss from the gunshots. The killer 
will likely face charges of murder, 
possession of an unlicensed 
firearm, firing of a weapon in a 
public place, and the handling of a 
firearm while under the influence 
of alcohol. 
He will remain in police custody in 
the interim.

Killed: beloved restaurant- 
owner murdered by her 
boyfriend.

K.B. Naidoo//

T.L. Myeni//

//The doctor, upon 
examining the 
17-year-old girl, 
confirmed she was 
pregnant and was 
just hours away 
from labour.//

D.V. Moje//
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WOMAN FOUND IN 
SHED, STABBED AND 
BEATEN

CAUGHT ON 
CAMERA: 
MAN BEATS 
PREGNANT 
GIRLFRIEND

WOMAN EXPERIENCES 
LESPHOBIC RAPE IN 
PUBLIC TOILET

YESTERDAY – In Port Elizabeth, a 
25-year-old woman was found in the 
garden shed of her parents' home. 
A police spokesperson confirmed 
that the woman had bleeding 
wounds all over her arms and 
legs and a severely bruised face. 
“When we arrived on the crime 
scene, the victim was in a truly 
shocking state. Before we could 
question her, she had to be taken 
to hospital for stiches and medical 
examination, especially because 
she was unresponsive and falling in 
and out of consciousness,” he said.
The woman was reportedly 
discovered by the man employed by 
the family as a gardener and driver. 
The man, who requested to remain 
unnamed, claims he struggled to 

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – A 
video of a 26-year-old man violently 
beating up his pregnant girlfriend 
went viral on social media. The 
video relays a confrontation 
between the man, an unidentified 
woman, and his pregnant girlfriend. 
“They were right outside my 
workplace. I couldn’t believe it, 
there he was with another woman. 
They were holding hands, they 
looked intimate. I was scared 
because he is violent, and I really 
didn’t know what to expect, but I 
couldn’t help it, I approached him 
anyway,” the 27-year-old pregnant 
woman told the police. 
“I faced him and asked why he 
was cheating on me while I was 
carrying his child. I demanded 
that he tell his new girlfriend the 
truth, and that we’d even gone to 
the clinic together to confirm the 
pregnancy.” 
The video footage reveals the 
man screaming and accusing his 
pregnant girlfriend of making up 
lies. Then the pregnant woman asks 
whether the man can support his 
unborn child. Enraged, he begins 
punching her in the face, and deals 
blows to her body before he walks 
off, the other woman following him. 

YESTERDAY – A 30-year-old 
victim from Soweto came forward 
to report that she was raped in a 
toilet cubicle in the early hours of 
the morning. The victim, whose 
identity (for her own safety) will 
remain anonymous, realised that 
if she has enough courage to 
report that she was raped, she can 
share her painful and degrading 
experience of lesphobic rape.
“It’s been almost 10 years since 
August 2008 when I came out to 
my friends and family. Since then 
I have had to ignore hateful words 
and nurse bruises given to me by 
men who justified their actions 
with phrases like, ‘you can take it 

open the door to the shed when he 
needed to get the lawn mower. He 
managed to get through the window 
and found the woman unconscious 
and tied to a chair. He said that the 
door had been barricaded with the 
lawn mower and all of the garden 
tools. According to him, he could 
not believe what he saw saying, “I 
thought she was dead.”
After the victim was taken to 
hospital by an ambulance, the 
police said that the case will need 
to be transferred to a team of 
detectives. The victim’s parents, 
who are currently in Durban for 
a conference, told the police that 
their daughter was house-sitting at 
their place for the week. The head 
of the investigative unit reassured 
the victim’s parents that they 
will “get to the bottom of it.” The 
detectives withheld making further 
comment about the case. 

“I should never have approached 
him. Especially because he has 
threatened to kill me before. He 
has always been violent but has 
only ever shown that side of him 
behind closed doors, I never once 
thought he’d go as far as hurting 
me in public,” she said. 
The pregnant woman suffered 
multiple injuries to the face 
and body and was admitted to 
hospital before the incident went 
viral. Upon seeing the video, the 
Commission for Gender Equity 
spokesperson said, “Victims of 
abuse are not aware of the many 
mechanisms available to help them 
— such as protection orders." 
She further reported that violent 
and abusive men could not care 
less about protection orders, and 
that law enforcement agencies 
were enabling this behaviour by not 
acting promptly. "Law enforcement 
needs to take mechanisms such as 
protection orders more seriously," 
she concluded. 

Victim found in a shed: stabbed, beaten and unconscious.

Hate crime victim speaks out: lesphobic rape plagues the LGBTQI community.

if you’re one of us.’ For those of 
us in the LGBTQI community, we 
have to constantly watch our backs 
and ignore the painful physical 
and verbal hits of discrimination. 
Despite always knowing this for 
most of my adult life, I never 
expected that I would be a victim of 
a hate crime specifically targeting 
a black lesbian woman,” the victim 
told reporters. 
A police spokesperson confirmed 
that the rapist’s first name given 
to the police by the victim is linked 
to a criminal record of violence. 
However, it is unclear whether 
he is indeed the perpetrator or 
simply someone in the area who 
happens to have the same name. 
“He is a stranger. The only reason 
I know his name is because he kept 
repeating it when he violated me.” 
“I was at a bar, drinking and 

dancing with a girl I met a few 
days before. We were dancing 
quite provocatively, but just having 
fun. We kissed on the dancefloor 
before I headed to the toilet. That’s 
when it happened, I wasn’t paying 
attention but I was pushed into the 
cubicle, my mouth covered by a 
sweaty hand and forcefully raped.”
The victim said that perhaps 
speaking out about what happened 
to her will help other women who 
have been hurt, raped, assaulted or 
abused because of their lesbianism. 
“There have been campaigns 
working hard to call attention to the 
hate crimes and endless violence of 
'corrective' rape. But it continues 
to be a problem that plagues the 
LGBTQI community every day. 
For me that day was yesterday. For 
another lesbian woman in South 
Africa, it will be tomorrow.” 

L.N. Gordon//

M.E. Fakude//

L.G. Kgoathe//

//I faced him and 
asked why he 
was cheating on 
me while I was 
carrying his child.//
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YESTERDAY – A man in 
Johannesburg attacked and 
threatened to kill his 78-year-old 
grandmother because she refused 
to give him money. His mother 
told the police that her son has a 
history of abuse and drug use. He 
is currently in police custody for 
committing assault with intent to 
cause grievous bodily harm. He 
is expected to go on trial in the 
coming weeks. The perpetrator 
has refused to give comment until 
he speaks with his lawyer. His 
mother alleges that he experienced 
a childhood marred by violence and 
behavioural issues. “It’s because of 
his late father, he would hit me and 
the children all the time. Maybe he 
inherited his father’s aggression,” 
his mother said. The grandmother 
is reportedly in a severe emotional 
and physical state. Doctors have 
confirmed that because of her age, 
the recovery will be painful and 
long. 

J.A. Pearce//

GRANDSON 
ATTACKS
GRANDMOTHER

MISSING WOMAN ABUSED 
BY DRUG TRAFFICKERS
YESTERDAY – A missing 22-year-
old woman was saved from drug 
traffickers. The woman, who was 
reported missing by her brother 
two months ago has been found 
and is currently receiving medical 
attention. 
The woman was last seen in 
January by her manager when 
she left work, her retail job, not 
far from her apartment. On the 
night of her disappearance she had 
dinner plans with her roommate. 
When she didn’t arrive home by 
10pm that evening, her roommate 
became concerned and called 
the woman’s brother. “I tried 
calling her, but her phone kept 
going straight to voicemail,” she 
said to the brother. The victim’s 
roommate assumed that she had 
diverted to her brother’s house 
and perhaps she forgot about their 
plans. When she did not return 
the following morning, the brother 
went to the local police station to 
file a missing person’s report. She 
had been missing for over seven 
weeks in total until yesterday’s 
escape.
When the police questioned 
the victim at the hospital, the 
22-year-old woman described her 

YESTERDAY – A victim in her 
early twenties was rushed from 
her home in Johannesburg to the 
emergency room and is in ICU. 
She is reportedly married to a 
man who repeatedly pointed a gun 
at her head and threatened to kill 
her. And after only one year of 
marriage, he fired shots at her.
The victim’s husband is in police 
custody and is expected to be 
charged for attempted murder.
The neighbours of the couple say 
they were aware of the screaming 
matches between the two, but 
never felt it was their place to 
interfere.

YESTERDAY – A 35-year-old woman 
was found beaten and dehydrated 
in the backseat of a locked car. She 
alleges that she had been locked 
inside the car for as long as sixteen 

YESTERDAY – A woman almost 
died at her residence in Sandton. 
Her two children have been 
transported to hospital after a 
stabbing occurred at their home. 
An anonymous call, late last 
night, alerted the police of a 
Johannesburg police station to a 
disturbance at the residence. 
A male suspect who resided at 
the property was also taken to 
hospital. He is currently under 24-
hour police surveillance. This is the 
third domestic-related attempted 
homicide this week in the same 
precinct alone. Police are currently 

YESTERDAY EVENING – A 
woman was reportedly seen being 
beaten by her partner inside their 
vehicle.
An eye-witness alerted security to 
a disturbing encounter in which 
he saw a man beating the woman 
next to him against the dashboard 
of the vehicle. “I was too scared to 
intervene,” the witness said.
“He was repeatedly throwing her 
head against the dashboard. I ran 
to the security guard to alert him 
to what was happening. He said 
there is clearly a case of domestic 
violence and there was nothing 
he could do. I then ran into the 
restaurant, calling for help and 
when I emerged with a group of 
men, the couple had driven away.”
The restaurant reported that there 
was a couple who had paid their 
bill, moments before the woman 
ran in screaming for help. It is 
alleged that the couple did not talk 
to one another for the duration 
of their meal. There is no further 
information about this case and 
the identities of the couple are 
unknown.

Z.D. Buxton//

L.G. Kgoathe//

M.C. Lunderstedt//

M.C. Lunderstedt//

S.H. Cele//

experience as one of torture, 
abuse and blurred memories. She 
escaped in the early morning, 
when the men were still asleep. “I 
climbed through the window and 
ran until I saw a 24-hour store, went 
inside and told them I had escaped 
from being held captive for a long 
time,” she said in her statement. 
She also told the police that they 
would test their ‘crafted’ drugs on 
her and when she resisted they 
would beat her and on occasion, 
rape her. “There are some things 
I remember clearly, and others I 
can’t because I was so drugged. I 
think there were a couple of times 
where I was close to overdose,” 
she said. 
According to the shop owner, he 
called an ambulance after the 
woman ran into the store, acting 
strange and looking hurt, bruised 
and dirty. A paramedic reported 
that when they arrived to take 
the patient to hospital she was 
delirious and her pupils were 
dilated. “We can confirm that she 
has multiple drugs in her system,” 
her doctor said. The investigation 
is still ongoing. The victim will 
need more time to remember 
and identify more details of her 
two-month captivity. The police 
are determined to identify the 
kidnappers involved in illegal drug 
trafficking.

Kidnapped and held captive: young woman escapes drug traffickers.

ABUSE? I DO

WOMAN 
LOCKED IN CAR

ANOTHER NIGHT 
ANOTHER CASE 

SECURITY DOES 
NOTHING AS
WOMAN IS 
BEATEN IN CAR 

hours. Her boyfriend, whom she 
had been seeing for seven months 
is remanded in police custody. 
The victim’s father told reporters 
that he is “baffled by the notion 
that violence against women is a 
women’s issue, when men tend to 
be the perpetrators.” He said that 
men need to be held accountable 
and the man who hurt his daughter 
and locked her in a vehicle for an 
extended period of time should 
surely be punished for his abusive 
behaviour.

working closely with witnesses 
and the neighbours of the family 
involved.

EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING 
– The wife of a famous artist and 
music producer, was rushed to a 
hospital in Illovo. The gqom super-
star rose to fame after releasing 
a hit song at the end of last year. 
He is wanted by the police for 
the attempted murder of his wife. 
In the early hours of yesterday 
morning, the star reportedly 
punched, kicked and strangled his 
wife in a violent rage before fleeing 
the scene. 

G.S. Nel//

GQOM SUPER-
STAR WANTED 
FOR ATTEMPTED 
MURDER

//The star 
reportedly punched, 
kicked, and strangled 
his wife in a violent 
rage before fleeing 
the scene.//
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//I’m sick, that 
kind of thing 
happens to sick 
people. He hit 
me and tried to 
strangle me to 
punish me for 
wetting myself.//

TERMINALLY ILL 
WOMAN ABUSED 
BY FATHER
YESTERDAY – A terminally ill 
woman, who for her own safety will 
remain anonymous, reported her 
father for abusing her. The victim 
said that since she was a child her 
father has abused her both sexually 
and physically. She alleges that the 
abuse started after her mother’s 
death when she was 11-years-old. 
“Abuse is a normal part of my life. 
When my dad is lonely – he touches 
me to make himself feel better. 
When my dad gets frustrated – he 
hurts me to release his anger,” the 
victim said. 
“Now that I am sick, I can’t take it 
anymore. I want to be looked after, 
for the time I have left. I need to 
get away from him.” The victim’s 
aunt, her late mother’s sister, 
reassured reporters that her niece 
is moving into their place, right 
away. The girl’s father is currently 
in police custody and will likely be 
charged for sexual and domestic 
abuse over a period of eight years. 
“I am completely astounded. I will 

never forgive my brother-in-law for 
what he has done. If my sister were 
still alive she would have a mental 
breakdown knowing he did this to 
her baby girl, especially now that 
she is so ill,” the victim’s aunt said.
The 19-year-old victim gave a 
detailed account of all the abuse 
she has been facing at the hands 
of her father.  Since the victim was 
diagnosed with a terminal illness 
two months ago, her medication has 
made her weak. Yesterday morning, 
when the victim asked her father to 
help her get up to go to the toilet, 
he hit her which caused her to fall to 
the floor. “I peed myself because I 
wasn’t strong enough to hold it in,” 
the victim said. “I’m sick, that kind 
of thing happens to sick people. 
He hit me and tried to strangle 
me to punish me for wetting 
myself,” the victim admitted. She 
said that this was the first time 
he had been aggressive towards 
her since being diagnosed. “He 
made it hard for me, but refrained 
from hurting me, maybe because 
he felt guilty? I don’t know what 
triggered it, but after everything 
he’s done, I can't anymore.”
“It is difficult because he is my 

father and I love him. I thought I 
had nowhere else to go because 
he is my guardian. I wish I had 
reached out to my aunt sooner. 
I don’t have much time left to 
live, and I can’t live that time 
this way,” the victim concluded.
When her aunt brought the 
terminally ill girl to the police 
station to report her father, the 
police notified the detective on 
duty. A detective is expected to 
speak to the girl at her bedside 
to unravel more details about 
the years of abuse – as soon as 
possible, in case the young woman 
dies before her father goes on trial.

POPULAR
PASTOR 
ACCUSED 
OF ASSAULT
EARLY YESTERDAY – A popular 
pastor, who hosts services at 
several public areas, was found 
to be sexually assaulting some of 
the women in his congregation.
The confidently dressed pastor, 
believed to be 56 years old, has 
a following in Durban, and in his 
home town of Pietermaritzburg. 
He stands accused of taking sexual 
advantage of numerous women 
in his church. The women, who 
formed a WhatsApp group to stay 
in contact with each other, became 
desperate after they were allegedly 
turned away from the local police 

station where they went to lay a 
charge against the pastor. It’s not 
the first time it has been reported 
that victims have been turned away 
from this police station. Desperate 
and abandoned by the law, one of 
the women approached The Daily 
Abuse, claiming she had been 
humiliated by the pastor during a 
church service held a fortnight ago. 
A police spokesperson confirmed 
that the women had visited the 
police station, where they reported 
the incident. She has since 
suspended the officers that turned 
the women away that night. 

H.O. Grant//
A.P. Malepa//

SPEAKING OUT
RESULTS IN 
FURTHER ABUSE

HELD HOSTAGE BY 
HUSBAND’S TWIN 
BROTHER 

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – On 
a train between stations, a woman 
was viciously assaulted by a man 
she called out for “being rude.” She 
says she’s received death threats 
since a video of the incident was 
posted online. 
The victim was hit in the face 
after asking the man next to her 
to move his legs, while sitting on 
the train on her way to work. Since 
going public on social media she 
has been the subject of emotional 
abuse from online trolls calling her 
a racist and sexist, but says she 
doesn’t regret speaking out. 
The victim posted a graphic 
picture of her bruised face on 

YESTERDAY – A married woman, 
in her early thirties, escaped her 
brother-in-law’s basement after 
seven days of being locked inside. 
She ran to the nearest police station 
to report him for kidnapping, rape 
and assault. 
After which, she called her husband 
to tell him what happened. The 
husband, currently in Cape Town, 
on a two-week business trip, is 
reportedly ‘shocked and appalled’ 
that his brother would do such a 
thing to his wife. He claims that 
he was worried that he couldn’t 
get hold of his wife, but thought 
she was giving him ‘the silent 
treatment’ because he was away 
and very busy. The accused is 
allegedly in police custody and will 
likely be put on trial for multiple 
charges. 
“I went to his place about a week 

Twitter and Facebook after initially 
being turned away by the police at 
a Pretoria police station when she 
tried to report the attack. But the 
continuous vile trolling has forced 
the 27-year-old to close both her 
Twitter and Facebook pages down 
as she now seriously fears for her 
life. An example of the trolls she 
has had to face: “Dumb feminist 
gets a taste of reality and diversity, 
why stand up to a man if you aren’t 
up to the challenge?” 
The victim said she was riding on 
the train when a man sat next to 
her and spread his legs out wide, 
pushing her against the train 
wall. When she asked him to give 
her some space, the 34-year-old 
from Sandton became violent and 
struck her. Police are currently 
investigating the incident further.

ago to fetch something he had 
borrowed. As I was leaving, he 
knocked me out with something 
hard. I woke up in his basement, 
drenched in sweat and I felt hazy, 
I think he drugged me but I don’t 
remember ingesting anything,” the 
victim said.
“He is my husband’s twin brother. 
He would come into the room 
twice in a day to drop off a slice of 
bread and chicken soup – then he 
would play his twisted game.” The 
victim was hesitant to relay exact 
details because of their graphic and 
traumatic nature. After speaking to 
a therapist that was summoned by 
the police, she disclosed that that 
the game the victim’s brother-in-
law would play was to ask her his 
identity: when he asked her who 
he was, if she said her husband’s 
name he would physically beat her 
and if she said his name he would 
rape her and touch her intimately.
“I don’t know where this came 
from. He has never shown any 

signs of instability before this. 
He has never had a girlfriend and 
is probably jealous of our happy 
relationship. I can’t think of 
another motive why he would hold 
me hostage and behave this way,” 
the victim added
The victim has since checked 
herself into a recovery and 
rehabilitation centre for domestic 
violence. “My husband and I have 
to live every day knowing that 
someone in our family did these 
horrible, messed up things to me. 
I don’t know how to live with it. I 
hope that this place will get me the 
help I need to move on from this,” 
she concluded.
The victim’s friends and family 
have reached out collectively 
saying the following phrases: “He 
deserves to be put away.”, “What 
kind of sick man tortures a woman 
like that?”, “How can she ever 
look at her husband with the same 
face?” The twins’ parents could not 
be reached for comment.

J.D. Zwane//

J.D. Zwane//

Breaking faith: pastor accused of abuse.
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YESTERDAY – A well-known 
captain at a Gauteng police station, 
who is alleged to have ties to 
organised crime, was suspended 
following the attempted suicide of a 
policewoman after she accused him 
of raping her. The policewoman 
tried to kill herself, leaving a letter 
detailing all the sexual abuse 
she experienced at the hands of 
her captain. The letter goes on 
to describe the harassment that 
ensued after she laid rape charges 
with police management. 
From being charged with 
insubordination to being refused 
a transfer and receiving death 
threats, the victim feared for her 
life for two years. Her husband 
filed for divorce after suspecting 
she was having an affair with the 
very man who violated her. Out 
of fear of losing her family, the 
victim felt telling her husband and 
fighting for their marriage would 
endanger both him and their kids 
so she never told him about the 
abuse. 
After news of her attempted 
suicide trended on social media, 
the victim’s sister tweeted a 
series of tweets encouraging the 
victim’s colleagues who have also 
been abused by the captain to 

come forward. With over 10 000  
retweets, the hashtag caught  
the attention of the head of  
the department who committed 
to undertaking a thorough 
investigation immediately. “The 
safety and well-being of women in 
the police force continues to be 
my  department's top priority. We 
have the best team of investigators 
working on the case and they will 
make sure that justice is served.” 
A total of 16 constables, sergeants 
and warrant officers, whose 
identities will remain anonymous, 
have since come forward making 
damning accusations against 
the captain. Their assaults took 
place between January 2013 and 
December 2017. They’ve all been 
placed under witness protection in 
order to secure their safety and are 
receiving trauma counselling. One 
of the women alleges she was often 
summoned to the captain’s office 
and raped while a male colleague 
stood guard at the door. “What 
the captain did to us was an open 
secret, our male counterparts 
knew exactly what was going on 
and they all chose to turn a blind 
eye to it,” said one of the women in 
her statement. 
Another woman alleges she was 
raped behind a police van on two 
occasions and that the captain 
threatened to kill her entire family 
if she ever told anyone. “I was 

too ashamed to tell anyone what 
happened to me, I feel useless. 
What kind of law enforcement 
agent am I if I can’t even defend 
myself from a monster like him?” 
she said. Due to the nature of the 
allegations and fears of more cover-
ups, the cases were transferred 
to an external investigative unit. 
A spokesperson confirmed that 
they’ve made an arrest and are 
investigating the 16 sexual assault 
cases that have been laid against 
the captain. He also announced 
that the captain’s accomplices 
will also be brought to book for 
defeating the ends of justice and 
being complicit to the assaults that 
took place in their presence. “We 
view all the allegations in a serious 
light, will leave no stone unturned 
and justice will prevail,” the 
spokesperson said. 
All members of police are urged to 
co-operate and allow the law to take 
its course. A policewoman who 
wishes to be unnamed appealed 
to all of the policewomen to stand 
together, and not be deterred 
because they have each other's 
full support. Gender and lobby 
groups plan on wearing black and 
protesting outside the court when 
the captain is expected to make an 
appearance in the coming weeks. 
They’re also encouraging anyone 
else who has been violated by the 
captain to come forward. 

K.G. Meyers//

MARITAL RAPE
IS STILL RAPE

YESTERDAY – The friend of a 
35-year-old woman took her to 
the local police station after she 
had been raped by her husband. 
“Marital rape is still rape,” the 
friend reportedly said to the victim. 
“Every wedding I go to is a 
harsh reminder that we are our 
husband’s ‘possession’. South 
Africa is the world’s rape capital 
and marital rape is likely the most 
underreported form of rape or 
abuse, and it’s not okay,” the friend 
told reporters. 
The victim told the police that two 
out of three times her husband 
wants to have sex, she says no but 
he forces himself on her anyway. 
“No woman deserves to be violated, 
not even by the man she is married 
to and shares a bed with,” a female 
police officer added. The police 
officer commended the victim for 
coming forward and reporting her 
husband saying, “In our society, 
both victims and perpetrators of 
marital rape struggle to identify 
that it is a true form of sexual 
abuse. Both parties have to consent 
before any person engages in 
sexual relations, whether it is after 
years of marriage or with someone 
you met that night.” 
Yesterday, the victim allegedly 
returned from work late to her 
husband who had been drinking. 
“He wasn’t completely drunk, but 
drunk enough to question me why 
I was late and why there was no 

LAST NIGHT – A victim, in this 
instance the 'blessee', was rushed 
to hospital and is currently in 
critical condition. After missing 
eight phone calls from her blesser, 
the victim had no idea that she 
would have to fight for her life in 
ICU just four hours later. The 
alleged blesser was identified as 
none other than a controversial 
politician. The perpetrator is 
reportedly in police custody.

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – 
A local police captain issued a 
statement warning online daters 
to be careful after two women were 
drugged, raped and dropped off at 
a local taxi rank. The women are 
attending trauma counselling. The 
detective explained, “We believe 
the women were all sexually 
abused by the same individual, the 
investigation into the attacks is 
ongoing and we hope to make an 
arrest soon.”

food for him when he came home. 
I rolled my eyes at him because 
he had been drinking, to which he 
responded by pushing me against 
the table, lifting up my dress and 
having sex with me, without my 
consent. My husband raped me 
yesterday, and that wasn’t the first 
time,” the victim said.
A few moments later, the 35-year-
old victim says her husband passed 
out on the couch. She immediately 
called her friend and repeated 
exactly what had happened. “I am 
so grateful that he drank more and 
had fallen asleep, because it gave 
me the opportunity to get out, once 
and for all.” 
“I told her to get out of the house 
and wait for me to pick her up on 
the street corner. Then I got in 
the car as soon as I could, fetched 
her and together we went to the 
police station,” the friend relayed. 
“My friend called me in a time of 
crisis and she had to get out and do 
something about it. Nobody should 
violate a human being’s rights, 
especially not the person who is 
meant to love and accept you – 
your husband. I am glad that she 
called me when she did because I 
believe she needed me to report 
him with her. Many women can’t 
do these things on their own, they 
need support,” she added.
The police officer said that a 
greater mindset shift about rape 
in marriage is required and that 
victims need to be empowered to 
come forward. “Ultimately, marital 
rape needs to be recognised for 
what it is, sexual assault,” the 
police officer said.

Police captain suspended: rape and sexual abuse victims come forward.

Married woman have rights too: rape is rape.

N.R. Wald//

BLESSER BLESSES 
WOMAN WITH A 
TRIP TO ICU 

TINDER DATE 
RAPIST WANTED

WOMAN ATTEMPTS 
SUICIDE AFTER 
RAPED BY POLICE 
CAPTAIN
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TEENAGE DAUGHTER STRANGLED BY FATHER

WOMAN FOUND 
IN DOG KENNEL

YESTERDAY MORNING – The 
principal of a secondary school 
reported a case of strangulation.  
One of her students, a 15-year-
old girl in grade nine, was falling 
asleep in class. The teacher 
wanted to discipline her, but then 
discovered that the girl had bruises 
on the side of her head, which she 
was trying to hide, as well as blue 

Husband in custody: notebook unfolds 25 years of evidence.

TEACHER 
MOLESTS 
HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – Two 
grade nine pupils from a local high 
school came forward saying that 
they were molested during school 
hours by their PE teacher. The 
teacher in question apparently 
forced the girls to perform sexual 
acts and took photos and video 
footage on his mobile phone. 
He then blackmailed the girls, 
saying that he would distribute the 
video footage if they were to report 
him. The girls decided to come 
forward, as they had heard of other 
similar incidents at the school, 
involving the same teacher. They 
are hoping that more girls will 
come forward. The school board 
and principal could not be reached 
for comment.

I.L. Zucker//

SOCCER STAR 
RAPES MINOR
LAST NIGHT – A young girl spoke 
to The Daily Abuse, claiming that a 
big name in local soccer, assaulted 
and raped her. She was one of the 
waitresses on duty at her uncle’s 
tavern last night. A group of soccer 
players arrived at the tavern, and 
the 15-year-old victim claims that 
one of the guys offered her a R600 
tip if she’d be willing to sleep with 
him. She told him that she was 
only 15, and a virgin, but he didn’t 
want to take no for an answer. He 
demanded that she take him to 
the manager’s office, so he could 
complain about her poor service. 
He then forced her through the 
back-door of the tavern, slapped 
her, kicked her and then raped 
her. We cannot disclose any further 
details, until a case has been filed 
against the alleged rapist. 

H.E. Emmanuel//

BISHOP BEATS 
WIFE AND 
DAUGHTER
YESTERDAY – The bishop of 
a church, near Roodepoort, 
was called out by his wife and 
daughter, for domestic violence 
that happened in the early morning 
hours. At a women’s church 
meeting, the bishop’s wife, who 
was beaten to a pulp, took the stage 
and revealed her husband’s secret 
to the congregation. She said that 
she could no longer keep quiet, 
especially since her daughter was 
now big enough to understand 
what was going on. She blurted 
out an account of the morning and 
revealed a long history of abuse. 
The congregation is divided, and 
although the women in attendance 
were shocked and horrified, the 
majority of the congregation seem 
to be siding with the bishop and his 
version of events. 

I.L. Zucker//

marks around her neck and chest. 
The principal explains that she 
saw strangulation marks all over 
the student’s neck and chest. The 
girl indicated that the incident took 
place, as she was about to leave for 
school. Her father was upset with 
her for staying out late the previous 
evening, and when she ignored his 
shouting, he grabbed her by her 
hair and then started attacking her, 
and attempted to strangle her.  
The principal immediately 
summoned the school’s social 

worker. She also contacted the 
girl’s mother, who refused to come 
in to the school and denied that 
anything had happened to the girl 
earlier that day. 
The principal recounts: “I had 
to alert the social worker. There 
is clearly some kind of abuse 
happening at her home. I don’t 
understand who would want 
to strangle an innocent child, 
especially a family member.
Whoever did this could have killed
her,” she said. 

I.L. Zucker//

YESTERDAY AT NOON – In the 
south of Johannesburg, a woman 
was found unconscious in the dog’s 
kennel, by the man who lives next 
door. The neighbour was cutting 
his hedges on his day off, when 
he saw lifeless legs sticking out 
of the dog’s kennel. Moments 
later, he called an ambulance and 
later he notified the local police. 
Her husband is currently in 
police custody. His home is under 
thorough investigation after the 
police discovered a notebook in 
the victim’s handwriting with the 
words “mistake book” on the cover. 
According to a police spokesperson, 
the “mistake book” unfolds 25 
years of domestic abuse-related 
evidence. 
The victim’s sister has confirmed 
that he forced his wife to carry 

around a notebook to record times 
in which she failed to please her 
husband. “She once mentioned the 
book and that she was punished for 
her mistakes. I never questioned 
this, thinking it had something to 
do with their sexual relationship. 
And that was none of my business. 
But now I wish I had. I can’t 
believe my sister has been abused 
like this for so many years,” her 
younger sister told reporters. 
After paramedics declared that the 
victim was stable, an ambulance, 
accompanied by a police officer, 
took her to a domestic abuse 
therapy center. “I hope this means 
I won’t get hit with the sjambok 
anymore,” she said to the officer. 
Upon investigation, the “mistake 
book” was declared as an item of 
hard-copy collected evidence. 
In 2012, it was recorded that the 
victim attempted to flee their home 
on foot and for this “mistake,” she 
was forced into the boot of their 
family car and had to stay inside for 
24 hours. As it is written in the book, 

C.R. Lou//

//He forced
his wife to carry
around a notebook
to record times in
which she failed
to please her
husband.//

this was “to teach her a lesson.” 
In that same year, she was lashed 
for wearing a dress that was too 
revealing. Her husband’s closest 
friends and other neighbours were 
questioned yesterday afternoon. 
A neighbour across the road told 
the police that he did see the 
perpetrator striking his wife, after 
a minor disagreement, at the local 
supermarket some years ago. He 
also remembers seeing the victim 
in December with a black eye.

 IT HURTS TO SPEAK OUT
thedailyabuse.co.za

Yesterday we were out having 
a drink. My husband kept 
looking at other women and 
even pinched someone’s bum. 
I asked him why he was doing 
this and he lost his temper. At 
the top of his voice, he berated 
me for how ugly and fat I had 
become after having children 
and that I am a disgrace to him.
 

Last night I was out with friends 
for dinner. My husband called 
and said I was not allowed to 
spend a cent on the meal. For 
years he has been financially 
abusing me. He will buy an 
expensive car or a fancy pair 
of Italian shoes for himself but 
then get really angry with me 
when I need to buy groceries 
or school uniforms for our 
children. 

At 2am yesterday morning, my 
ex-boyfriend came knocking 
on my door. He was drunk 
and started screaming. When 
I refused to open the door, he 
kicked a few holes in it and 
threatened my life. A month 
ago, I left the relationship 
because he was emotionally 
abusing me. We used to argue 
a lot and he would always 
put me down, call me names 
and belittle me. When I cried 
he would call me weak and 
pathetic. I got to a point where 
I had no self-esteem left and 
friends and family convinced 
me to start over. When he came 
back yesterday I got really 
scared. 

Early yesterday my husband 
chased me around the house 
with a bible telling me I need to 
be submissive. He shouted that 
I have been put on earth for him 
and I need to be subservient. 
And if I do not do as he says 
he would burn me because I am 
from hell. 

Last night, my boyfriend 
shattered his cellphone by 
throwing it at me. This is the 
fourth time he has attacked me 
in three weeks. He came home 
drunk and got angry that his 
dinner was cold so he threw his 
phone at my face. I got stitches 
in my right eye. 

DAILY BITES
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ABUSE ON PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT

HE CLAIMS IT 
WASN'T RAPE
YESTERDAY – A man was arrested 
at the scene of the crime, where he 
had allegedly raped a colleague.
According to reports, he claimed 
"I didn't know this was rape." 
This case highlights a broader 
problem. A study conducted across 
the country, amongst men aged 
between the ages of 18 to 35, has 
found that 31% of men are not 
aware that they are indeed rapists. 
The men, who signed a 
nondisclosure agreement in 
defense of their anonymity during 
the study, were individually 
interviewed by a behavioural 
psychologist and linguist. The 
psychologist is said to have 
kick-started the research with a 
workshop designed around ideas of 
consent. This was meant to serve as 

a prerequisite bridging course that 
would sensitise the men about the 
vocabulary of rape culture, prior 
to the main interview where more 
in-depth questions were asked. 
Findings at the end of the research 
point to a shocking increase in men 
who initially confessed to raping. 
18% of the 31% of the men who had 
disclosed their raping of a girl or 
a woman, later confirmed that the 
victim was a romantic partner. 7% 
of the 18% were underage, adding a 
secondary layer of the normalised 
cases of sexual assault. Of this, the 
researcher said, “I am alarmed, yet 
not surprised. It is not news that 
most men do not consider their 
violent sexual acts to be rape. 
This boils down to the fact 
that patriarchy has ingrained 
dehumanising ideas about 
ownership into the very fabric of 
our culture and this is what prevents 
these men, and sometimes their 
victims, from seeing any wrong 
in the many incidents where rape 

has occurred.” This is said to be 
the primary premise of this study: 
to prove that rape does not start 
and end with a violent act and, as 
the researcher suggests, to centre 
rape as an ongoing language of 
dominance. 
This seemingly insignificant 
shift in discourse is what many 
theorists believe will bring about 
more effective and sustainable 
solutions to deal with the rape 
crisis we find ourselves in, in South 
Africa. We also caught up with the 
spokesperson of an NGO focused 
on gender justice. He believes a 
lot more needs to be done about 
the structural inequalities that put 
women in perpetual danger. 
In his statement, he said, “We all 
saw it growing up. Not to say that 
any of this behaviour is justifiable 
but we must be wary of solutions 
that will reproduce the trauma. Far 
too many young women go through 
crippling trauma. Their ability 
to participate and contribute to 

society as confident and convicted 
human beings is compromised and 
this is a process that starts at an 
early age albeit exacerbated by 
the events of heightened violence. 
By the time we reach the stage of 
heightened violence, a lot needs to 

be done for the healing of victims. 
Men, on the other end, are not even 
aware that what they are doing is 
rape. If those are not grounds for 
collective outrage, I don’t know 
what is.” The findings will soon be 
made available to the public.

Rapists who don’t know it: a broader problem across SA.

H.E. Emmanuel//

YESTERDAY MORNING – 
A missing woman was found 
burned and scalded, hiding in a 
neighbour’s shed. The victim was 
found by a neighbour when he 
heard noises in his back yard. The 
neighbour immediately recognised 
her from a tweet, posted by her 
family earlier that day, which was 
shared and retweeted numerous 
times. He contacted the authorities 
immediately. The women has been 

YESTERDAY –  A woman was 
dropped on the side of the highway, 
by an irate bus driver. The woman 
alleges that he was verbally abusing 
and sexually harassing her.  
She says that she sat down in 
the seat behind the driver. He 
apparently told her that she should 
rather come and sit on his lap. She 
laughed it off at first, but then he 
continued with the harassment. He 
told her to pull up her skirt, so he 
could have a nice view in his rear-
view mirror, and told her that she 
had “incredible boobs”. 
When she told him to stop talking 

too traumatised to say anything, 
and details are very vague at this 
point. It is alleged that the last 
person she was said to be with was 
her partner. 
It was only a few months ago, 
when we saw the spread of a 
crowdsourcing trend native to 
social media network Twitter. The 
trend came with an optimistic first 
impression where, for instance, a 
young black entrepreneur would 
advertise their businesses with a 
tweet, attaching the mandatory 
instruction to retweet for 
awareness at the end. The timeline, 

Tweets alert police: burned woman found.

Abusive bus driver: woman left on side of highway.

A.M. Barletta//

B.H. Weber//

ABUSE VICTIM FOUND 
THANKS TO TWITTER

to her, and called him a pervert, 
he allegedly pulled over on a busy 
highway and told her to get off. The 
woman said she refused at first, but 
he grabbed her arm and dragged 
her off. The driver could not be 
reached for comment and the bus 
company in question said that no 
report has been made. 

//The woman alleges 
that he was verbally 
abusing and sexually 
harassing her.//

in a “say no more” manner, 
would click the RT button in 
their hundreds and sometimes 
thousands, causing a frenzy of 
the requested awareness. 
In a dire unfolding of events, 
the tweets and clicking the 
RT button, may have saved 
the victim’s life, and helped 
authorities to identify her 
immediately. The police should 
use social media platforms like 
Twitter to their advantage. If 
timelines are used at the right 
times, maybe then more missing 
persons could be found.
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YESTERDAY – A woman was 
arrested for fraud, apparently 
reported by her husband. She 
alleges that she was using their 
joint credit card, when he alerted 
the police of the transaction. We 
contacted the woman yesterday, 
and she made the following 
statement: “It wasn’t fraud. I was 
using my husband’s card, a card 
he gave me explicit permission 
to use. He simply wasn’t happy 
with what I spent the money on, 
and then reported me like I’m 
some kind of a criminal”, the very 
distraught woman said. When 
asked to elaborate on why her 
husband would do such a thing, 
she explained, “My husband is an 
incredibly wealthy man, so I had 
the luxury of being a stay-at-home 
mom for the last 16 years. My 
husband would pay me a monthly 
salary, and give me performance 

appraisals on a monthly basis. If 
my cooking was seen to be sub-
standard or if the children didn’t do 
well in exams, I would have money 
deducted. If anything in the house 
broke, or a plumber or electrician 
had to be called in, the money also 
had to come off my salary, since 
any defects or issues in the house 
were believed to be my fault.” 
According to her, she used to be 
a successful lawyer, but when she 
fell pregnant with her first child, 
there was a joint decision for her 
to stop working and stay at home 
with their children. This is when 
the power struggle and the abuse 
started. Her husband forced her 
to close down all her personal 
bank accounts, investments and 
even retail accounts. He paid her a 
monthly “salary” in cash, and gave 
her one card linked to his account 
for emergencies. She would have 
to do a cash reconciliation at the 
end of each month, showing him 
exactly what she spent her money 

on. Any leftover money would roll 
over to the next month, and if he 
felt like she spent money on things 
he didn’t deem as important, he 
would deduct those amounts from 
her so-called salary as well. 
The woman claims that she had had 
enough, and that she wanted to go 
and see her parents who live in the 
Eastern Cape. She used his credit 
card to book a flight ticket for her 
and the kids, and this is when he 
reported her for fraud. 
We interviewed a clinical 
psychologist, and she says that 
financial abuse is one of the most 
powerful ways that one person 
can control another person. She 
explains, “It is an incredibly 
crippling way of abusing someone, 
as the abuser cuts them off from 
any access to money, unless they 
approve it or offer it. It teaches 
victims to view themselves as 
irresponsible, disrespected and 
worthless.”
The alleged fraudster says that 

she feels like she is the victim. 
At her age, with a 16-year gap in 
employment, she regards herself 
as virtually unemployable. She says 
that she has lost all sense of self-
worth and self-respect. She feels 
like her future looks dark, however, 
she says that this was the final 
straw, and that she will be filing for 
divorce.
The husband could not be reached 
for comment, but he has been 
posting cryptic messages on 
Facebook and Twitter, such as, 
“More money, more problems" and 
"Look what you made me do.” 

J. P. Dube//

//If my cooking 
was seen to be 
sub-standard or if 
the children didn’t 
do well in exams, I 
would have money 
deducted.//

ABUSE 
LURKING 
IN HER 
INBOX

FINANCIALLY ABUSED WIFE 
REPORTED FOR FRAUD

Stay-at-home mom: husband gives monthly performance appraisals and deducts money.

N. F. Gama//

N. F. Gama//

YESTERDAY – A woman reported 
online harrasment. For countless 
women, the new message 
notification on their social media 
networks does not inspire a sense 
of curiosity as it once did. “Who 
can that be?” has been replaced by 
“What sick thing did I receive this 
time?”
Online harassment may not be 
physical, but it has real-world 
effects on the victim, experiencing 
significant trauma, self-image and 
confidence issues that affect real-
world inter-personal relationships.
The perpetrators usually transition 
from a friendly conversation to one 
laced with mild sexual undertones 
to full-on sexual harassment, hiding 
behind the fact that the indirect 
and anonymous nature of social 
networks grants them some form 
of deniability. 
Women are fighting back, albeit 
in the wrong way. It has become a 
daily occurrence for women to post 
screenshots of unsolicited explicit 
text and images sent to them 
through their inboxes. 
While exposing sexual predators 
by posting screenshots of their 
messages and including their 
name is an effective deterrent, it 
opens up the victim to prosecution 
themselves; potentially being 
charged with slander and the 
distribution of images without the 
consent of the owner. Each person 
who shares the message from the 
victim can also expose themselves 
to prosecution or civil action. 
Even though many feel there isn’t 
sufficient recourse, there are some 
steps that can be taken in putting a 
stop to an abusive individual.
While social networks are working 
on better ways to root out the 
perpetrators, there are a few steps 
one can follow if one becomes a 
victim of abuse online.
Do not engage the individual 
further once the conversation 
takes a direction you are 
uncomfortable with. Block and 
report the individual for abuse, see 
the social networks help centre 
for help on this and follow the 
suggested steps. This will ensure 
the individual cannot contact you 
further. If necessary find them on 
any other network you frequent 
and block them there.
Take screenshots of each 
conversation, not to “name 
and shame” but as evidence if 
harassment escalates to a point 
where one has to involve a lawyer 
and/or the police.
With recent developments in South 
Africa’s legal system, the number 
of lawyers specialising in online 
crime and abuse have increased 
significantly. Getting legal advice 
is important when taking on an 
individual in the untested waters of 
social media.

ELDERLY 
LADY ABUSED 
HELD UP 
AT HOME

LAST NIGHT – In Lenasia, two 
armed men entered the home of 
an elderly woman and tied her up 
and beat her before ransacking 
her house. They were in the 
house for over an hour before 
her screams alerted neighbours 
arriving home from work.  
The neighbours are reported as 
having been shocked at the state 
they found the woman in. “She was 
utterly distraught. Her face was 
bruised and I could see marks on 
her wrists where they had tied her 
to a chair,” a neighbour said. House break-in: elderly woman beaten.
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SOLD FOR SEX BY FATHER
B. Z. Vilikazi//

YESTERDAY MORNING – A 
woman came forward to tell us her 
story: “At 1am this morning,my 
dad got a call from a client. He 
woke me, told me to get dressed 
and make myself look pretty. He 
drove me to a house and said I 
must go in and give the Russian 
man a blow job. I am 18 years old 
and my father has been selling me 
off since I was 14. He drives me 
wherever, whenever he gets the 
call. The boss of this paedophile 
network is a Russian businessman. 
His clients are members of the 
elite. I recognise some of my 
customers from television. I come 
across VIP’s, politicians, sports 
stars and those in high posts.  

Around my 14th birthday,  I was 
taken to a foreign client’s house. 
There he did the most disgusting 
things to me. What broke me was 
the fact that he did these things 
to me as preparations for a party. 
His 40th birthday party – an 
extravagant affair, hosted by his 
lovely wife, to honour the ‘great 
man’ he is.  Every time I am quietly 
led out of the building so as not to 
be seen by anyone. They lead me 
to a car where my father is waiting 
to receive me, or rather, his pay 
cheque. No one really cares for 
me, the fact that I am still alive is 
a miracle. I receive more attention 
from the people my father sells me 
off to. Sometimes it feels good to 
be seen as a beautiful object by 
powerful men with high standards. 
This has become the only positive 
in my life, and I have been clinging 

to it as my only raft to keep from 
drowning in a sea of shame and 
self-hate. After four years of this, I 
don’t know if I can do it anymore.  
All I want is a normal life. My 
father said, when I get too old he’ll 
let me go. But he said it’s easy to 
convince the men that I’m still a 
teenager late into my twenties. I’ve 
started cutting myself, hoping to 
make myself uglier. I’ve broken my 

own arm, which at least meant six 
weeks of no sex work, as the men 
don’t want a girl who can’t use both 
hands, and looks like a broken doll. 
I don’t know what else to do. I 
haven’t been to school for the last 
three years. But this is not the 
life I want. It has to stop. So, I’ve 
decided to tell my story. There are 
people who are not going to like it 
and I may not be alive tomorrow."

Family business turns dark: father sells daughter for sex.

//I was taken to 
a foreign client’s 
house. There he 
did the most 
disgusting things 
to me.//

DOWN:

1. No means __ (2).
2. Calling her names is ________________(6) abuse. 
4. Number of women killed by an intimate partner each day. (5)
6. The rape of a lesbian women is referred to as "__________________” (10) rape.
8. Cause someone bodily harm. (7)
9. When you are threatened you get a __________________ (11) order.
11. Social media movement against sexual violence #me____. (3)
12. One who drugs, abducts and trades women for sex. (10)
13. Alcohol-induced state associated with lowered inhibitions and more aggressive be-
haviour. (5)
15.The killing of women on account of their gender. (8)
18. The act of forcing another person to have sex against their will. (4)
21. Colloquial name for police. (4)

ACROSS:

3. Follow and watch someone against their will. (5)
5. Violence that happens at home. (8)
7. Victims of abuse are referred for ________________ (6) counseling.
10. Province with highest abuse prevalence: ________________  (7) Cape.
14. When abuse victims hint at their situation it’s a  ____________(3) for help.
16. This newspaper, The Daily __________. (5)
17. Under-aged. (5)
19. Husband verbally abuses pregnant wife, calls her ____. (3)
20. He’s too close. Invasion of personal ________. (5)
22. When you have sexual relations with a family member. (6)
23. Written on tomb of deceased. (3) 
24. Adult who sexually molests children. (10)

 IT HURTS TO SPEAK OUT
thedailyabuse.co.za

Yesterday, my boss told me that 
I must be aware that I am not 
as good as I think I am, that he 
wears the pants in this company 
and I am not to challenge 
him. He says things like this 
to most of the woman in the 
organisation. I feel like this is a 
form of mental abuse. 

I have just discovered that my 
boyfriend has been monitoring 
all my accounts (emails, texts 
and social media) without my 
consent. When I confronted 
him, he locked me in the 
bathroom for seven hours and 
took my phone. He is very 
possessive and often tells me 
who I can be friends with. It’s 
spiralling out of control.   

My husband went gambling 
yesterday and lost money that I 
don’t have. A year ago he was 
retrenched and ever since, he 
has refused to find another job. 
It has forced me to find a second 
job so that I can support  us and 
our two children. He also steals 
money from me all the time and 
denies it. 

My husband tried to run me 
over yesterday. I got home 20 
minutes late due to the taxi 
rank being very busy and he 
went mad. As I walked into 
our street he got in his car and 
at full speed came towards me. 
This is not the first time he has 
tried to hurt me for being late.

My boyfriend got drunk last 
night. He was verbally abusive 
and angry and told me how 
useless and pathetic I am. He 
does this often. I'm scared.

DAILY BITES

//He drove me to 
a house and said I 
must go in and give 
the Russian man a 
blow job.//
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YESTERDAY – A woman was taken 
to the local hospital after having 
been found beaten with several 
broken bones.  Her brother spoke 
to the Daily Abuse.  He says that 
the victim is married to the man 
who assaulted her. They were high 
school sweethearts and got married 
when she was only 18 years old. 
According to her brother, her 
family have been trying to convince 
her to leave her husband for over 
a decade now. The abuse started 
very early on in their relationship, 
and early on in her marriage the 
signs of abuse were evident.  “She 
would always have bruises on her 
body. She claimed that it was from 
bumping against things, and said 
she had low blood pressure, which 
made her unsteady on her feet, and 
sometimes made her faint and fall, 
or bump herself”, her brother said. 
He added that later on in the 
marriage, when the family started 
asking more questions, her 
husband started isolating her from 
them. They moved to a different 
town, and they lost all contact. 
They got new phone numbers, 
and left their jobs overnight.  The 
family had been trying to track 
her down for the last two years. 
About three months ago they got a 
call from her, pleading for them to 
come and get her, but the call cut 
out before they could establish her 
whereabouts. When they tried the 
number again, it wasn’t working.  
About a week ago, her brother 
finally tracked her down, through a 
lead from a mutual friend, who said 
she had seen his sister in a nearby 
town. 
Yesterday, he went to the house, 
and only her husband was home, 
claiming that his wife had gone to 
visit a friend.  When the brother 
returned later that day, he found 
his sister, bruised and beaten, lying 
on the floor. Her husband had fled 
the scene.  “I feel like it is my fault 
for interfering. I don’t know if he 
would’ve left her alone if I didn’t 
come to see her”, her brother 
added. 
The family is insisting that she 
should get a protection order and 
come home with them. The victim 
has been unable to comment, and 
no reports have been filed with the 
police.

BEATEN FOR THE 
WRONG SUPPER

DRUGGED AND 
FORCED INTO 
SEX WORK

HIGH SCHOOL 
SWEETHEART 
BROKE MORE 
THAN MY HEART

BIBLICAL 
SUBMISSION

YOUNG WOMAN 
RAPED BY 
COUSIN

ABUSER’S FAMILY 
COMPLICIT IN 
CRIME

YESTERDAY – Police raided an 
illegal brothel in Cape Town, where 
they rescued 24 sex workers, 
allegedly being held under duress. 
Many of them were intoxicated and 
drugged, and seven of the women 
have injuries ranging from bruises 
and cuts to internal haemorrhaging 
and a broken wrist, that had been 
left untreated. One of the women 
was brave enough to tell us her 
story:  “Last year when I was 
walking to a friend’s house a car 
drove by and two men offered to 
drive me to my friend’s house. 

LAST NIGHT – A woman filed 
for a protection order against 
her ex-husband and his parents 
for allegedly abusing her. She 
spoke out to this reporter about 
her experience: “I had always 
wanted to be in a relationship with 
someone wealthy. My family was 
from Limpopo, my father was a 
struggling farmer. So when I was 
16, I told myself I’d do anything to 
leave this life to live the big life. I 
met my ex-husband when I was 17 
and at 18, I married him. 
He wasn’t wealthy, but he also 
wasn’t poor, so I was well-taken 
care of. He soon started beating 
me but I did not tell anybody about 
it because I was too ashamed, after 
all, I went out looking for this. After 
one especially violent attack, I left 
our flat in Pretoria and lived on my 
own for some time. But after a few 
weeks, his relatives found me and 
convinced me to return. 
As soon as I returned the violence 
resumed. Even though I had 

One of the men was a cousin of my 
brother’s friend, so I thought that 
I could trust them. But, instead of 
taking me to my friend’s house, 
they took me to an old building 
in town, where a few other young 
girls were staying. I was scared 
and I wanted to go, but they told 
me that my brother wanted me 
to go to Australia, where I could 
work and earn money to support 
my family. When I refused, and 
started pounding on the door, they 
threatened me and told me that bad 
things would happen to my family 
if I resisted them or if I tried to 
run away. They forced me to take 
drugs, and they tied me to a bed.  
One evening we were taken from 
the flat and driven to a warehouse,
where we were packed into the 
back of a van, like sheep. More 
drugs.  Some of the girls got sick. 
We were all so scared and confused, 
but we couldn’t do anything.  After 
what felt like an endless journey, 
we found ourselves in Cape Town. 
That very night, one of the men 
told us that we had to work as 
prostitutes, he told us that we 
would make good money. At this 
point we were all so addicted, they 
also promised us more drugs. They 
said that if we did it for a little while 
we could go back to our families, 
but if we didn’t we will never see 
our families again. That night I 
was forced by another man to have 
sexual intercourse. He told me 
that this would be preparation for 
my new job. I worked for months 
sleeping with several clients a day 
and after each interaction, I was 
forced to hand over all the money 
they paid me. I was heavily guarded 
by those people and beaten up 
on several occasions. They often 
threatened to kill me or harm my 
family if I didn’t comply. I was afraid 
of them as I knew they carried 
guns. Last night police came to the
window and took me to the police 
station. They kept me at the police 
station for several hours, which 
gave me enough time to tell my 
story. I was scared because I knew 
what those guys were capable of, 
but the police were able to contact 
my family. My father told me that 
my brother had been receiving 
threats from this gang. I just want 
to go back home now.”

mustered up the courage to leave, 
I was petrified of calling the police. 
One day in winter he made me 
undress, put on skimpy underwear 
and pushed me out of our flat. I still 
don’t know why he did that. My 
neighbours saw me, let me in and 
called the police. 
Before they arrived, he asked the 
neighbours if he could see me, 
while trying to apologise for the 
‘slutty’ behaviour of his wife. Before 
leaving the house, my neighbour 
told me that no amount of money 
should allow me to subject myself 
to this kind of abuse. It was her 
words that gave me the strength to 
leave him. 
I was still harassed by his family and 
even stalked and insulted publicly. 
Yesterday my ex-husband’s father,  
called my workplace to abuse me 
verbally and blame me for ending 
the marriage. 
I am in the process of getting a 
protection order.  Although I’m 
still trying to live my life now, I’m 
still haunted by my past decisions. 
I’m just glad that I was able to get 
out when I did.”

YESTERDAY – A woman informed 
The Daily Abuse that her sister 
was in ICU after being attacked by 
her husband. The victim recounted 
the ordeal in horrific detail to her 
sister.  
According to her sister, she later 
said that the words kept resonating 
through her mind like a children’s 
song that played on repeat: “Wives, 
submit to your own husbands, as to 
the Lord. For the husband is the 
head of the wife as  Christ is the 
head of the church, his body, and 
is himself its Saviour.” - Ephesians 
5:22-23. 
The victim married her attacker 
two years prior to this incident, 
or “lesson” as she refers to it, 
thinking her life was on a beautiful 

IN THE EARLY HOURS OF 
YESTERDAY MORNING – A 
15-year-old girl was reportedly 
raped by her older cousin in an 
empty room of a local hotel owned 
by her father. Guests at the hotel 
on that same floor heard the 
terrifying sounds of a young girl 
and called reception who later 
called the police. The culprit had 
fled the scene before the police 
and the girl’s father arrived. She is 
very badly injured and is currently 
at a clinic in Morningside. 
According to a police 
spokesperson, the girl’s father 
called an ambulance when he found 
her in the room. Upon their arrival, 
paramedics then contacted the 
police, having discerned what had 
happened to the girl. 
Her father is distraught that the 
culprit is suspected to be his 
nephew. “I thought he was a good 
kid, my sister’s son. How could 
he do this to my child?” he said, 
in a shocked state. The police 
are searching for the 18-year-old 
cousin’s whereabouts.

YESTERDAY – A Tshwane woman 
finally had enough after her  
husband allegedly beat her and 
threatened their children, for 
serving him an unsatisfactory 
supper. She shared her story with us:  
“I teach English at a township 
school. 
I’m 37 years old and have three 
children. I married my husband, an 
up-and-coming boxer when we were 
still very young. I wasn’t struggling 
when we got married, but there was 
comfort in the fact that I wouldn’t 
need to worry about money, seeing 
as how he was winning all of his 
fights, all of which came with a very 
steady income for us. 
Initially, I thought his controlling 
behaviour was a sign of how much 
he loved me. The first time he hit 
me I was pregnant. Fortunately, 
I did not miscarry, but my vision 
was temporarily impaired. He 
was drunk when he hit me. He 
apologised when he was sober 
and said he did not mean to hurt 
me. But, his alcoholism grew 
more serious the longer we were 
married. For the first five or six 
years, I tried to get used to the 
violence by living in a way that 
would not provoke my husband’s 
temper. Then, on one occasion, 
when he was sober and we had 
an argument, even though I think 
there was no reason to beat me, 
he did and I flew against the wall. 
Our children saw it and started 
screaming. After that my then two-
year-old son started stammering. 
That’s when I started thinking that 
maybe it is not alright to be beaten 
again and again. The longer we 
were married, however, the more 
successful I became. Despite the 
constant abuse and what would 
soon become a failed boxing career, 
I was able to educate myself and 
still be a good mother, something 
I felt was all that I needed to be 
protected and appreciated by my 
husband. But when my husband 
realised that I was no longer his 
equal, he began to resent me. Even 
when he called me beautiful, he 
was aggressive about it. 
Last night, he came home drunk 
and was so angry at being served 
only potatoes for dinner; he threw 
the vegetables into the corridor. 
He then beat me and when the 
children tried to intervene, he beat 
them as well. Our small daughter 
was between me and him and I 
thought he would kill her. We tried 
to barricade one of the rooms 
but he broke the door down. The 
children were screaming. Somehow 
we got out of the flat and went to 
my brother-in-law. It took several 
years to overcome my own belief 
that somehow I may be responsible 
for the violence that I was being 
subjected to. 
My husband thought I was his 
possession, that he owns me and 
because he was struggling to 
win matches due to his constant 
drinking, he also thought he 
owned my money and that I had 
to endure everything because I 
was his wife. I have no idea how I 
made it out alive. What pains me 
is that, even after all that abuse I 
suffered, my children still yearn 
for a relationship with their father 
and to be honest, I don’t know if I 
can afford to expose them to him 
again. This is a new day for us. A 
new start.”

path, filled with success in her 
career, marriage, and hopefully 
parenthood. The couple were trying 
to fall pregnant, but last night, 
when she voiced uncertainties 
about her fertility and his possible 
impotence, their plans came to 
a halt when her husband lost his 
temper. 
According to a police spokesperson, 
the neighbour (name withheld), 
heard a woman screaming at about 
eleven o’clock at night. They didn’t 
take it seriously as they thought 
she just got a fright. The police 
were notified early the next day 
by the complex security guard 
about a possible attack, when the 
local gardener, spotted the victim 
through the window. 
She was lying on the floor with dry 
blood pooled around her head. “I 
immediately thought she was dead. 
That is why I told them to call the 
police,” said the gardener. 
Her husband was still at home when 
the police arrived, and claimed he 
wasn’t aware of his wife’s state and 
that she did it to herself to make 
him look guilty. The ambulance 
arrived an hour later and took 
the victim to hospital where they 
treated her for severe trauma to 
her head and cracked ribs. Her 
sister, sat by her bed for the whole 
morning and urged her to explain 
what happened. 
Later her sister told the media and 
police that the victim didn’t want 
to go into detail but she explained 
what she felt during and after the 
attack. She explained it was her 
fault and she understood that she 
crossed the line. Her husband was 
taken to be questioned at the local 
police station. Police reported that 
he was very stubborn during his 
interviews. He kept repeating ideas 
that it was his legal and marital 
right to teach his wife a lesson. He 
insisted as a Christian couple, their 
private matters had nothing to do 
with anyone else, except God, and 
demanded to be released. The 
police stated they have had similar 
domestic abuse cases in the past, 
where religious scriptures are 
possibly misinterpreted. 

M. F. Smit//

D.R. de Beer//

X.A. Rakhale//

T.U. Parson//

J.Y. Moloi//

S.T. Pitso//

 IT HURTS TO SPEAK OUT
thedailyabuse.co.za

Yesterday my grandfather beat 
me repeatedly with a sjambok. 
I have red marks all over my 
back and legs and it's hard to sit 
down. My parents died a few 
years ago and I live with my 
grandparents. I am 16 years old. 
My grandfather believes that 
he needs to discipline me.  If 
I arrive home from school five 
minutes late, I get punished. I 
also get hit with the sjambok if I 
don’t do my chores correctly, if 
my room is untidy or if I don’t 
do well at school. Once I asked 
if I could go out to the mall for 
a milkshake with one of the 
boys from school and he gave 
me a beating. My grandfather 
says he only does it because he 
loves me and my grandmother 
just lets him do it. I know that 
there is a time when you need 
to be disciplined but I think my 
grandfather has taken it a step 
too far. I am really scared to 
be around him and I feel like I  
can't talk to anyone about it.

DAILY BITES
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 IT HURTS TO SPEAK OUT
thedailyabuse.co.za

YESTERDAY – A university student 
was date-raped and drugged by an 
unknown man. The victim, aged 21, 
who wishes to remain anonymous, 
has been left shattered, after her 
drink was allegedly spiked by an 
unknown man at a bar with the 
date-rape drug known as Rohypnol. 
The perpetrator took her to an 
unknown flat in Braamfontein, 
where he allegedly raped her. 
The 21-year-old victim woke up 
naked, covered in bruises, with 
no memory of the events leading 
up to where she was. “When I got 
to the bar, my friend told me she 
wouldn’t be able to make it. So, I 
ordered a drink and was going to 
go home straight after. I remember 
asking an elderly couple next 
to me to watch my table while 
I went to the toilet. I came back, 
took another sip of wine and then 
completely blacked out,” she said. 
“I’m disgusted when I think about 
what he did. I feel ashamed, and 
it was a complete violation. Not 
remembering anything makes it 
worse. I remember waking up naked 
and asking who the hell he was. He 
told me that he did the honorable 
thing by not letting me drive home 
drunk. I knew something was 
wrong. He made out as if I had 
drank too much. He then went 
into the shower, and I remember 

sitting there, crying, shattered into 
a million pieces wondering how I 
was going to tell my parents about 
what had happened to me, I was a 
different person and I would never 
be the same again,” she added. The 
21-year-old is reportedly on suicide-
watch as she is battling with the 
emotional effects of this traumatic 
rape ordeal. A rape case has been 
opened by the victim’s mother 
who was  hurt by what happened 
to her daughter. “My daughter 
is not coping and it is so hard on 
the family because we all had big 
dreams for my little girl who is now 
broken,” said her mom, as tears 
were running down her face. 
The woman will be receiving 
counselling at a foundation for 
victims of physical and sexual 
abuse. 
Date-rape drugs is a problem that 
is not just affecting young girls in 
South Africa but also middle-aged 
women and the elderly. Rape is a 
horrible psychologically crippling 
act which has been happening 
for years with statistics showing 
an increased amount of reported 
cases of rape, but there are a lot of 
cases that are not being reported 
on a daily basis, which leave our 
women hurt and distorted. It is 
advisable to report all cases of 
rape as soon as possible, so that 
all men who partake in violence 
and any form of sexual abuse will 
be held accountable and get the 
punishment they deserve.

F. C. Mkhize//

K. G. Meyers//

K. J. Meyer//

ANOTHER 
STUDENT 
RAPED AFTER 
DRINK SPIKED

What is your poison? Women’s drinks are being spiked. 

EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING 
– In Diepsloot, a woman was 
admitted to hospital after suffering 
grievous bodily harm by her live-in 
boyfriend. Neighbours alerted the 
police after hearing screaming and 
crying. “He was beating her, over 
and over. I couldn’t stop him,” 
regretted one elderly neighbour. 
The victim is being treated for 
three broken ribs, an arm fracture 
and serious bruising. She told 
reporters that her boyfriend was 
annoyed by her singing while she 
prepared their breakfast. 
“He’s always had a temper, but 
this time he just got so angry,” 
she said. “I was singing to myself 
while I cooked and he asked me 
to stop.” By not complying quickly 
enough she enraged her partner 
of four years. He proceeded to 

WOMAN BEATEN 
FOR SINGING

WOMAN SHOT 
IN FRONT OF 
CHILDREN beat her. “I don’t really remember 

what happened next,” she says. 
“It’s not the first time we’ve heard 
her crying,” confessed some 
neighbours, “but we were scared to 
get too involved in the past.” 
“I am terrified,” said the victim 
from her hospital bed. “I don’t ever 
want to go home and face him. I 
am praying to God to help me and 
protect me.” 
No report has been filed as yet.  

YESTERDAY – An attempted 
murder rocked a small suburb in 
Vanderbijlpark. A woman, aged 
37 was shot by her husband of 
14 years, in their home. She is 
in a critical but stable condition, 
with two gunshot wounds to her 
shoulder. 
Police arrived on the scene shortly 
after the incident occurred at 
around 14:15. The three children 
were taken by child protection 
services after having witnessed 
their father’s violent attack. 
According to sources the children, 
aged 11, 8 and 6, are severely 
traumatised by the events that 
unfolded. It is alleged that the 

//I don’t ever want 
to go home and 
face him. I am 
praying to God 
to help me and 
protect me.//

attacker came home drunk after 
visiting some friends and started 
an argument with his wife. He 
collected his firearm from the 
bedroom and shot her two times. 
Paramedics stabilised her on the 
scene. 
A friend of the family stated that 
she could not comment on exactly 
what had transpired, but that 
the victim “had been thinking of 
leaving her husband.” “She is an 
amazing woman and mother,” she 
added. “I hope she recovers soon, 
so her and her children can finally 
start a new life.” Her husband has 
been taken in for questioning.  The 
victim is currently in ICU, but 
doctors have confirmed that she is 
in a stable condition. 

Yesterday, my husband came 
home drunk and bit me. He has 
been hurting me ever since we 
got married three years ago. He 
drinks a lot and it scares me. It 
never stops. I want to leave him 
but he says that if I do he will 
kill me. 

My boyfriend put out his 
cigarette on my arm yesterday. 
He has done this several times 
before. I am scared to go to the 
police as I don’t feel they will 
take my case seriously.  

Yesterday morning, a friend 
of mine arrived at work with a 
bruised and swollen eye. She 
told me that she had fallen over 
a cushion on the floor. I know 
she didn’t. A few weeks earlier 
she had bruises on her arm. It’s 
hard to know what to do or how 
to help her. 

Yesterday, I told my boyfriend 
that I had arranged to go out 
with some of my girlfriends 
and he got really angry. He 
is so possessive. He held my 
shoulders tightly and shook me 
so hard, that I became dizzy, 
shouting “You useless bitch!” 
and other horrific things. He 
does this often. I’m scared.   

I went out for lunch with my 
husband yesterday afternoon. 
I had suspected he was having 
an affair for the last few months 
and decide to confront him 
about it. He got incredibly 
angry, swore at me, denied 
everything and threw me into 
the car. When I tried to get 
out the car, he punched me, 
grabbed my finger and broke it. 
I am at a loss as to what to do in 
this situation. Do I lay a charge 
against him or just pretend 
nothing happened?

Yesterday I found out that 
my brother has stolen my life 
savings. Due to major health 
issues, six months ago, I handed 
over my financial affairs to him. 
I trusted him to look after my 
interests but he has pillaged my 
retirement account and savings 
and has left me destitute. 

Yesterday, my husband pointed 
a loaded gun to my head. He 
had come home in the early 
hours of the morning drunk. 
We got into a shouting match. 
He then pushed me around a bit 
before pulling out his gun. I was 
terrified but managed to escape. 
I ran over seven kilometres to 
my friend’s house. I don’t want 
to go back home.

Yesterday my partner locked 
me in the house for the day. He 
saw a text message from one 
of my friends, and said that he 
cannot trust me. He took my 
phone, and he left no food or 
water for me. I love him, and I 
think he won’t do it again, but 
it made me feel really uneasy. 

DAILY BITES
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PSYCHOLOGIST 
RAPED BY PATIENT

LAST NIGHT – A psychologist 
was allegedly raped by one of her 
patients, who stayed after hours 
following his appointment at 5pm. 
According to the victim, her 
receptionist had already left the 
office. The victim reported that 
the patient claimed that he needed  
help to cleanse and heal his 
perverted mind from a professional, 
but the only way to do it was 
through sexual relations.
The victim went straight to the 
police station, not far from her 
practice, to report the rape. 
“Without exception, consent should 
be obtained in every situation. He 
gave me no choice. He pushed 
me against my office chair and 
held me down so aggressively, my 
shoulders bruised. I know that I am 
not at fault, but I can’t believe this 
has happened to me. I have treated 
victims of rape before. It never 
crossed my mind that a patient, in 
the vulnerable and safe space of 
my office, would victimise me,” she 
said.
The victim told reporters that in 
her rapist’s therapy, there was 
no previous sexual advances or 
signs of inappropriate behaviour. 
“It was completely unexpected,” 
she added. “He has issues with 
his mother and has shared a great 
deal about his life and personal 
struggles with me. In all of my 
years practicing as a phycologist, 
I have never seen or experienced 
anything like this. It will take me 
some time to feel stable enough to 
treat my other patients again.”

S.V. de Hek//

POLITICIAN
ASSAULTS PROTESTER 
AND WALKS FREE

LECTURER EVADES 
FEMALE HARASSMENT 
CLAIMS

SERIAL RAPIST 
STRIKES AGAIN

PATRIARCHAL 
CULTURE IS 
NO EXCUSE 
FOR ABUSE
YESTERDAY – A husband arrived 
home from work intoxicated. He 
was angry and when he saw his 
wife had not cleaned the house, he 
beat her with a stick. We live in a 
very patriarchal society and this 
should not be an excuse for abuse. 
The recently appointed President 
has taken a stand against women 
abuse. He has always been at the 
forefront of facing abuse head-on 
and this time he has a message for 
the men of South Africa. 
He addressed congregants during 
a prayer session at a church, and 
insisted that we as a nation have 

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – 
A politician said the following 
after being accused of kicking a 
female protester: “I apologise 
unequivocally for my heinous acts 
against an innocent woman. I extend 
my apology not only to the victim 
I caused grievous harm to, but to 
her and South Africa at large.” The 
incident has sparked the debate 
on whether or not government is 
doing enough to combat gender-
based violence. Various politicians 
have previously appeared in court 
for sexual assault, acts of gender-
based violence and even killing 
women and are merely suspended 
from the party as punishment. 
This latest incident has not been 
taken lightly, however, the question 
has been posed as to why this was 
allowed to happen in the first place, 
further questioning the safety of 
protests. He was released by the 
court and the matter was struck 
from the court roll due to the 
fact that the victim did not come 
forward to file a complaint. 
A video of the incident circulated 
on social media causing outrage 
on Twitter after which he handed 
himself over to the police. Various 
statements have been made. None 
of these statements, however, 
addressed the issue of violence in 
South Africa. 

//I apologise 
unequivocally for 
my heinous acts 
against an innocent 
woman.//

YESTERDAY – A senior lecturer 
at a prominent university stepped 
down after he sexually abused 
multiple women. Although the 
university confirmed that it is 
aware of the allegations, no formal 
action was taken due to “lack of 
substantiation of any of the claims.” 
Four of the complainants, whose 
names are being withheld to protect 
their identities, told reporters that 
they feared victimisation, as in the 
past the university had not taken 
complaints seriously. They said it 
had become common knowledge 
that unless the lecturer actually 
raped a woman, they should 
“consider it a compliment.” 
At least 16 women have attempted 
to bring sexual harassment charges 
against the lecturer, ranging from 
lingering hugs with inappropriate 
touching to forcibly trying to kiss 
another staff member, but due to 
lack of proper policy and procedure 
the allegations never went any 
further. 
The lecturer (name withheld) 
admitted that he is “an affectionate 
man,” but that it had never been 
brought to his attention that any 
of his actions were regarded as 
unwelcome or inappropriate. 
Although the university claims to 
have a sexual harassment policy, it 
is not easily accessible. There are 
no clear channels for complaints 
and no safe setting in which 
women are able to testify without 
being forced to have the offender 
present. 
The university declined to make 
further comment other than to say 
that the lecturer had resigned due 
to ill health. 

LAST NIGHT – The community 
of Sebokeng woke up to sounds 
of police sirens and flashing blue 
lights. This was after a manhunt 
for a 25-year-old man, who had 
reportedly been terrorising women 
in the community, got underway. 
The manhunt took place after the 
suspect’s third victim, a 21-year-old 
woman, was found unconscious and 
left for dead on the side of a road. 
An officer has confirmed that the 
victim was found unconscious, and 
had numerous stab wounds. It is still 
to be confirmed whether the victim 
was raped. 
It’s reported that the perpetrator 
was last spotted hiding out at his 
brother’s house in Zone 14. A police 
contingent comprising six officers 
is currently leading the manhunt. 
When asked about other victims 
who are suspected to have been 
raped by the accused, a constable at 
a local police station confirmed that 
investigations relating to seven other 
rapes are still ongoing, and that the 
accused will only be charged once 
found and enough evidence has been 
brought forward against him. “Our 
community is not safe as long as men 
like him are still around. You just 
never know. Today it’s my daughter, 
and then tomorrow it’s yours. The 
police must start doing their job,” 
said the victim’s mother. 
The community has been giving 
support to the victim’s family, and 
different churches and organisations 
have been offering help and council. 
Speaking to a local radio station a 
community leader said that projects 
are underway to work with the 
community to reduce women abuse 
cases in Sebokeng. 

to be willing to fight domestic 
violence against women and 
children if we are to come together 
as a country. The President said 
the root cause of violence against 
women is unchallenged patriarchal 
culture, and it is up to men to 
take responsibility to change it. 
He reminded men that the world 
we live in today has no room for 
those that lead households with an 
iron fist and that those who raise a 
hand at a woman will be dealt with 
accordingly. 
He made it clear that there is no 
excuse for abuse. The session 
closed with an overwhelming 
reception by the congregation, a 
good sign of things to come. 

K.B. Nqwanya //

K.G. Guanarris//

SILENCED FOR 
KNOWING TOO MUCH 

EARLY YESTERDAY – A 30-year-
old woman, who is an electrical 
supervisor by profession, was 
found bound and gagged in an 
office at an isolated electrical 
substation in Bellville, Western 
Cape. It is alleged that a copper 
theft syndicate is responsible, and 
that this was their way of stopping 
her from divulging any information 
related to their most recent 
dealings in the area. 
The woman, a single mother to 
an 8-month-old baby girl, went 
missing a few hours before she 
was discovered. According to a 
police report, one of the suspects 
is a colleague of hers, who’s 
believed to be an inside man for 
the syndicate. Evidence proves 
that the suspect injected his victim 
with an anaesthetising substance 
before striking her on the head 
with a crowbar. 
Yesterday, an investigating officer 
gave this report: “The suspect was 
with two other men at the time of 
the kidnapping. The victim states 
that she recalls seeing two other 
men along with the main suspect. 
I’d like to inform them, that their 
secret is out, and that they will be 
dealt with accordingly.” 
The suspect has since been 
remanded in custody, after a 
witness made a statement to the 
police and pointed him out in 
an identity window. None of the 
remaining syndicate members have 
been identified and the matter is 
still under investigation.   

T.J. James//U.M. Pattal// T. G. Pinety//

Standing up for women: our President speaks out.
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IT'S A MAN'S WORLD

YESTERDAY - A victim who 
chooses to remain anonymous in 
fear of being targeted shared her 
thoughts on the excuses society 
gives for abuse. This comes to light 
after she heard some members 
of her community state during an 
open community forum, that, “boys 
will be boys”, and that this reality 
will never change. 
She asked, “Why does society 
make excuses for men who behave 
badly? Why should women be 
made to feel guilty when they 
speak out against harassment and 
abuse, and even more so, when 
reporting such incidents? How 
is it that through silence, society 
stands up for perpetrators and 
not against? Does society really 
accept men’s inappropriate and 
abusive behaviour, and see it as 
just mischief? Or do they think the 
behaviour is incited by women’s 
reactions to men’s advances – even 
when it’s unwanted? 
The answer is disturbingly simple: 
boys will be boys, so punishment 
for their actions is rarely applied 

when they inflict pain on others. 
Little to no discipline or corrective 
measures are imposed on them. 
Frighteningly, these same boys go 
unpunished and eventually become 
men, but instead of protecting 
their families, as well as being 
responsible for society’s safety, 
they carry on with their ways. 
A basic human right that abusers 
and perpetrators of domestic 
violence take away is the victim’s 
right to react angrily to their 
behaviour. 
In South Africa, there is an 
imbalance of accountability, and 
victims of domestic violence 
and sexual harassment are often 
frowned upon when they call out 
abusive behaviour. Why is it that 
the men are not corrected and 
educated by law to start off with? 
In 2013, the UN identified that one 
of the main contributing factors 
to femicide in many countries 
is due to a lack of disciplinary 
action and corrective measures 
against offenders – sending out 
the message that violence against 
women can go unpunished. 
France’s new law bans catcalling and 
harassment of women on French 
streets and fines them on the spot 
for crass behaviour. According to 
the women’s ministry in France, 
it’s completely necessary because 
harassment is not defined in the 

law. France is onto something, men 
should be fined and reprimanded 
for abusive behaviour. Intimidation 
is comparably less aggressive than 
domestic violence, but any form 
of violence against women is just 
simply that, violence, and shouldn’t 
be swept under the rug. 
The problem with terms such 
as, "boys will be boys", and, “it’s 
a man’s world”, is the mentality 
associated with them. They 
normalise the institutionalised and 
conditioned imbalance of power 
between men and women. Meaning 
it becomes increasingly difficult to 
create perspectives and spaces of 
resistance that say violence against 
women is not right. And where 
domestic violence happens, no 
matter how small, women should 
be empowered through adequate 
services such as progressive 
legislation, stricter prosecution 
and harsher consequences. 
So, though it may be a man’s 
world, boys should not remain 
boys. They should be raised to be 
respectful, have values instilled in 
them that help them see women 
as equals, most importantly, they 
ought to practice restraint. They 
must not assert their masculinity 
through force, but be respectful, 
accountable, mindful, and 
dependable members of society. 
Because if they do not, #timesup.

K.P. Gaunaris//

There can be no excuse: women cannot accept certain behaviours as being inherently “male”.

LATE YESTERDAY MORNING  
–  An 18-year-old girl came within 
inches of death from severe head 
injuries caused by blunt force 
trauma to the head. Her father has 
since been reprimanded as a main 
suspect.
Every day, 360 women are physically 
or sexually abused and each day, 
the odds stack up against victims 
getting out of abusive relationships 
alive. In 1999, the Department 
of Justice in South Africa had 
estimated that one out of every 

four South African women were 
survivors of domestic violence; 
and that same year the Institute of 
Security Studies reported alarming 
numbers of emotional, physical and 
sexual abuse among South African 
women. 
Nineteen years later, institutions 
and legislative solutions have 
improved, access to police services 
and courts has opened, yet victims 
of domestic violence and sexual 
abuse are failed by another reality 
in the cycle of abuse: the silence 
of friends, family and community. 
Speaking at a violence prevention 
conference, in September 2016, 
a psychologist spoke about the 

importance of communities in 
addressing the prevalence of abuse 
in society. 
"The privatisation of abuse stems 
from informal networks choosing 
not to interfere, because the 
abuse often happens behind closed 
doors," The psychologist said 
during the conference. 
Those who choose to stay silent 
and stand by while domestic 
violence and child abuse happen 
in their communities and circle of 
friends also enable perpetrators 
into believing that abuse is an 
appropriate way of engagement 
and that it’s also acceptable. 
The attitude of police doesn’t help 

because even though domestic 
violence is prevalent, there are 
many incidents across the country 
that go unreported, or victims are 
turned away by charge officers to 
solve their issues privately. Those 
who report domestic violence after 
having witnessed it, are told to 
mind their own business and attend 
to their own personal matters. 
Anti-family-violence foundations 
agreed that those who knew about 
the 18-year-old victim’s ordeal 
should have come forward a long 
time ago – especially family, 
friends and individuals who knew 
but did nothing. “This is a tragedy, 
we’re not happy that it was only her 

father accused. There were a lot 
more people who knew what was 
going on all along, but never did 
anything,” said a representative. 

ABUSE VICTIMS FAILED BY COMMUNITIES’ SILENCE
D. B. Liebenberg//

//The privatisation 
of abuse stems 
from informal 
networks choosing 
not to interfere, 
because the abuse 
often happens 
behind closed 
doors.//

At 11am yesterday, my husband 
had his first drink. By midday he 
was drunk and started screaming 
at me, belittling me, calling me 
names, bullying me, insulting me 
and he even threw a table lamp 
at me. Whenever he drinks he 
becomes abusive and often claims 
to never remember anything. 

My boyfriend and I got into a bad 
argument yesterday, while driving 
from Joburg to Polokwane to visit 
my parents. We were in the middle 
of nowhere when he suddenly 
stopped the car, dragged me out 
of the passenger seat, pushed me 
down a ditch and left me there.

I woke up yesterday morning to 
breastfeed my three-month-old 
baby. My boyfriend came in and 
grabbed her out of my arms. He 
refused to let me feed her. He 
shouted at me and then slapped me 
several times whenever I tried to 
get to her. I am scared and fear for 
both mine and my baby's safety. 
He has become very angry and 
resentful ever since our baby was 
born. 

 IT HURTS TO SPEAK OUT
thedailyabuse.co.za

DAILY BITES Yesterday my husband broke a 
necklace I had received from 
my late mother just before she 
died. It was my most precious 
possession and he knew that. 
When he gets angry (which is 
often), he loses his temper and 
screams at me, telling me how 
stupid I am. He breaks things that 
are dear to me and sometimes he 
goes as far as physically abusing 
my pet that is dear to me. 

I was at the bus stop waiting for 
a bus after varsity yesterday, and 
a male friend of mine pulled up 
in his car and offered me a lift 
home. Of course I took up the 
offer – he was a good friend of 
mine after all. But then I noticed 
he turned and was heading in the 
wrong direction. I told him that 
this was not the way to my house 
but he ignored me and kept 
going. He pulled into a deserted 
alleyway and forced himself on 
me. It was terrible. I managed to 
fight him off and ran away. But 
I have bruises all over my arms 
from him refusing to let go of me.

Yesterday my partner locked me 
in the house for the entire day. 
He saw a text message from 
one of my friends, and said that 
he cannot trust me. He took my 
phone, and he left no food or 
water for me. I love him, and I 
think he won’t do it again, but 
it made me feel really uneasy. 
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WOMAN'S BODY FOUND 
FLOATING IN A RIVER

LAST NIGHT – Another sex 
worker was allegedly assaulted by 
a police officer. Investigations are 
underway. Considered one of the 
oldest professions, but not in the 
eyes of the law, sex workers’ human 
rights are abused daily throughout 
South Africa by the police. These 
individuals often find themselves 
in desperate times, with no other 
way to earn a living and no one to 
turn to. 
Psychological, physical and sexual 
abuse is commonplace, and in 
some cases, it’s perpetrated by the 
very individuals who are sworn to 
protect South African citizens. In 
a recent study by Sex Workers’ 

YESTERDAY – A 22-year-old 
student’s body was found burned 
beyond recognition and floating 
in a river south of Johannesburg 
– allegedly at the hands of her 
boyfriend.    
Most South Africans know that 
the country’s domestic violence 
numbers are high but the South 
African 2016 Demographic and 
Health Survey, a report from Stats 
SA, in partnership with the South 
African Medical Research Council, 
reveals that the numbers are just 
as horrific as the stories we read 
about. 

21% of women over the age of 18 
reported they’d experienced physical 
violence at the hands of a partner. 

6% of women over the age of 18 
reported that they experienced sexual 
violence. 

10% of women living with a partner 
reported sexual violence against them. 

The report also shows that 17% 
of younger women aged 18–24 
have experienced violence from a 
partner in the 12 months before 
the survey. 
This, when compared to the 
16.7% among women who are 
65-years and older, is alarming 
because it indicates something 
else in-between: domestic violence 
happens even amongst the 
generation of millennials – showing 
that where we most expect gender 
equality and progressive thinking – 

Education and Advocacy Taskforce 
(SWEAT), 70% of sex workers 
interviewed have been abused by 
police. This abuse ranges from 
routine beatings, pepper spraying 
and sexual assault. Extreme cases 
include gang-rape. Impeding 
the victims’ ability to report the 
crimes, the officers remove their 
name tags and refuse to identify 
themselves. If sex workers do 
report the crime, they are treated 
as lesser humans, often mocked 
and told that they deserve what 
happened to them, because of their 
profession, by police officers and 
other officials. 
Sex workers are humans too. It 
is terrible that the fact even has 
to be stated. They are entitled to 
the same rights, and it’s time the 
police treat them accordingly. 

SEX WORKERS 
ABUSED BY 
POLICE 

L.H. Lepatya//

T.A. Phulps//

Nowhere is safe: sex workers are often victimised by police. 

younger men also have dangerous 
views on women and relationships. 
#MenAreTrash has become a call 
for the country’s women to share 
their experiences of gender-based 
violence (GBV) and sexual abuse. 
The spotlight on murder brought 
our attention to the consequential 
build-ups that lead to femicide 
in South African homes. But 
the drivers of domestic violence 
are still not being addressed. 
Patriarchy, negative models of 
masculinity, and a disparity in 
gender roles and identity are at 
the core of South Africa’s domestic 
violence problem; and while trends 
like #MenAreTrash build solidarity 
among women and victims, they 
also isolate all men as enemies of 
progress and safety – creating a 
one-sided perspective in redressing 
the problem. 
Outreach programmes seek to 
heal women and girls as victims 
of domestic violence, yet men and 
boys are left out – even though 
they too are affected, and required 
to redress GBV in South Africa. 
Men need to speak out and be 
challenged on their views of gender 
roles and identity, so that we can 
probe the model of patriarchy 
and male identity – particularly in 
relationships to women, children 
and even other men. 
A GBV expert gave findings 
revealing that the key to ending 
gender-based violence and in 
realising a gender equitable society 
is for governments and civil society 
to involve men in efforts to achieve 
gender equality. 
“We believe that the solution lies in 
well-coordinated interventions with 
communities – the communities 
from which these violent men 
come. We firmly believe that no 
one is born violent, violence is a 

learned behaviour and therefore 
it can be unlearned. Education 
and re-education is essential.” He 
continued to say that men play a 
key role in bringing about gender 
equality, since in most societies, 
men exercise preponderant 
power in every sphere of life, 
from personal decisions regarding 
the size of families, to policy and 
programme decisions taken at 
levels of government. 
#MenAreTrash is a movement 
that also needs education and re- 
education. South Africa speaks 
openly about its constructs of 
patriarchy, sexual and reproductive 
behaviour, gender roles and 
identity. We must address 
traditional expectations that 
deliberately create a system of 
socio-economic disparity between 
the sexes. And women also need 
to confront their roles as agents of 
patriarchy and enablers of GBV. 
These conversations should be 
all-inclusive with women, girls, 
men and boys – because GBV and 
sexual abuse are largely driven by 
the misrepresentation of power 
being equalled to domination and 
fear, instead of responsibility and 
accountability – and that will not do.

// Patriarchy, 
negative models of 
masculinity, and a 
disparity in gender 
roles and identity 
are at the core 
of South Africa’s 
domestic violence 
problem.//
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BEATEN FOR DOING MY JOB

//I tried to run away from him, 
but couldn't shake him off and he 
continued to beat me.//  

LATE LAST NIGHT –  A 43-year-old 
woman came within inches of death 
when an intoxicated colleague 
beat her with a steel rod. She had 
recently been hired by a company 
specialising in security services. 
The company was prepping to host 
an event. She had been hired as a 
casual security guard to overlook 
the security of the event, and was 
paired with a man she had never 
met when an altercation broke out 
between the two. 
“The company hosted an event. I 
was partnered with a man I had never 
worked with. Our responsibilities 
were shuffled during the event, and 
we were designated different posts 
throughout the day. When midnight 
came, we received an order from 
our superiors to switch posts — I 
had to supervise the remainder of 
the event,” she said. 
The woman claims her newly- 
assigned partner had spent the 
night helping himself to the leftover 
alcohol from the event. 
She said that the colleague had 
offered her alcohol earlier in the 
night, and when she refused due 
to sober habits, he threw a fit. “He 
raised his voice and asked why I 

thought and behaved as though I’m 
better than everyone else. After he 
returned from the manager’s office 
in a rage, he confronted me again. 
I didn’t reply and chose to walk 
away, and that is when he began 
beating me with a steel rod. I tried 
to run away from him, but couldn’t 
shake him off and he continued to 
beat me. Luckily, he was stopped 
by fellow guards who were also on 
duty, they saved me from a near 
certain death.” He was discovered 
by superiors early this morning 
and was called in to the manager’s 
office to face disciplinary action 
and questioning from the police. 
She sustained severe injuries from 
the assault, the most grievous 
being a broken left arm, a deep 
contusion across the forehead 
and the amputation of her little 
finger. “He beat me so hard I lost 
consciousness and thought I’d 
die,” she said. 
She was rushed to hospital where 
she received treatment for her 
injuries. The managing director of 
the company commented, saying 
that according to information 
supplied to him, he believed the 
assault to be a lover’s quarrel. “We 
confirmed with witnesses, and 
were told the two knew each other 
intimately,” he stated. The matter 
is still under investigation by the 
police. 

A.S. Odhave//

Just doing my job: a woman is lucky to be alive after being beaten by a co-worker. 

YESTERDAY – A 26-year-old man 
in Garsfontein, Pretoria East, was 
sentenced to 30 years in prison 
for the rape and murder of his 
girlfriend. He was also found 
guilty of stealing the woman’s 
night clothes and underwear in an 
attempt to conceal the fact that he 

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – A 
45-year-old teacher was arrested 
in Cape Town for the alleged rape 
of a 17-year-old learner, Cape Town 
police said. A lieutenant colonel 
said the alleged rape took place at 
a local high school, in a classroom 
after school ended. 
“It is alleged that the victim 

had raped her and was sentenced 
to a further five more years for 
perverting the course of justice. 
The woman’s body was found at 
her parents’ home in Garsfontein. 
Her naked body was discovered 
under a blanket in her bed when 
her parents arrived home from 
work. 
They rushed her to hospital, but 
were informed she had already 
been deceased for a possible six 

hours. The accused initially claimed 
that he had been at work all day, 
then later, in his plea explanation, 
claimed that he and the deceased 
had engaged in consensual 
intercourse that morning, and that 
she was alive and well when he left. 
A judge compared two reports at 
the start of sentencing procedures, 
one compiled by a clinical 
psychologist and another by a 
social worker and probation officer. 

The judge said the accused gave 
false information to experts.“I’m of 
the view that the sentences I have 
instituted meet the proportionality 
test. I’m convinced that justice will 
not be served if I were to impose 
the minimum prescribed sentence 
in this instance. I’m of the view that 
the rehabilitation and the reform 
of the accused is not an option. 
It is evident that the accused 
was prepared to lie and concoct 

MURDERER’S PLOT COUNTS AGAINST HIM
C.C. Sounders//

H.H. van den Berg//

RAPED IN THE CLASSROOM
was asked to help clean up the 
classroom after school and was 
made to believe more students 
would be there to participate in a 
group clean-up. Once the learner 
arrived the teacher told her she was 
early and locked the classroom. He 
stuffed her mouth with a soft stress 
ball and raped her in the back of 
the class,” said the lieutenant. 
He further explained that the 
victim left the classroom that 
afternoon and when her father 
came to pick her up, he noticed the 

bruise on her face and demanded 
her to tell him what happened. The 
matter was reported to the police 
and the accused is currently in 
police custody.
The lieutenant reported to the 
media that he can’t disclose more 
information because this is a sexual 
offence involving a school student. 
The provincial commissioner 
condemned the prevalence of 
incidents of sexual offences 
perpetrated against students in the 
Western Cape. 

Not even safe at school: learner raped by her teacher.

versions in order to create distance 
from himself and what happened to 
the victim.” 
Support groups were present at the 
trial and said a prayer in court after 
the sentencing, while the judge 
further added, “Society is sick and 
tired of violent crimes perpetrated 
against women and children, and 
sentencing in such crimes should 
serve as a stern deterrent to 
criminals.” 
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SEXUAL 
ABUSE RIFE 
IN THE 
FASHION 
INDUSTRY 
YESTERDAY – Three women 
came forward with explosive 
claims against the casting agents 
of some of the world’s biggest and 
most exclusive brands. 
All three models claim that they 
have had to remove all of their 
clothing and walk the runway in 
the nude in order to get a call-back. 
Some casting agents also insist on 
taking nude photos of the women, 
while others have gone so far as to 
touch the women inappropriately. 
The Council of Ethical Fashion is 
conducting its own investigation 
into the claims. A report is 
expected at the end of the month. 
The fashion industry has been 
rocked by claims of sexual assault 
and misconduct by local and 
international casting agents. 
More than 25 models from 
numerous modelling agencies 
have broken their silence on the 
horrifying truths of the fast-paced, 
superficial world of fashion. 
Under the façade of glamour lies the 
seedy underbelly of abuse. Women 
as young as 14 are desperate to 
break through into the highly 
competitive industry that can make 
you famous overnight. 
However, in order to catch the 
attention of the casting agent one 
must do more than just leave a 
Z-card.

N.K. Heita//

TEENAGER SURVIVES 
CIRCUMCISION ORDEAL
“They have had previous cases where broken glass, tin lids, or scissors were 
used, which resulted in infection."

HUSBAND IN 
COURT OVER 
“SMACK”
YESTERDAY – A husband was 
caught physically “disciplining” his 
wife, by a friend who walked in on 
the ordeal. 
Last year the High Court ruled 
that parents who smack their 
children will no longer be able to 
plead special defence in court if 
criminally charged. The physical 
punishment of a child has always 
been an offence. 
However, a parent could be 
acquitted if they and their legal 
team were able to prove that the 
discipline was reasonable and 
moderate. This plea is no longer 
accepted in the courts. Yet, this was 
not a case of a father disciplining 
his badly behaved daughter, but 
rather a husband who says, “If my 
wife cannot listen, I must help her. 
I must show her.” 
The man was seen smacking his 
wife, in the yard outside their 
home by a friend who called the 
local authorities. 
The victim had been accused of 
being a “lazy wife”, when her 
husband repeatedly hit her. 

T.W. Mussi//

D.T. Sher//

LAST NIGHT – A 15-year-old girl 
phoned the police when she noticed 
her friend was not waking up, 
after a family member performed 
a traditional female circumcision, 
at their house in Limpopo. She 
allegedly kept on asking the family 
members if it was a normal for her 
friend to be bleeding so much. At 
this point her friend was writhing 
in pain, and seemed to her to have 
a high fever. 
The family  said she was foolish for 
questioning them and disrupting 
the process, which is supposed 
to be a very important step into 
womanhood. 
The girl’s mother added that all 
women in her family had been 
through the same process, and that 
it looks worse than it actually is. 
They asked her to leave, but she 
insisted on staying with her friend.  
The girl knew she was going to 
get in trouble, but she decided to 
phone the police, as she felt like 
they had gone too far, and that 
her friend’s life was in danger. 

The police arrived 20 minutes 
later, and immediately called an 
ambulance and requested the 
family to remain where they are.  
Female genital mutilation (FGM) 
is one of the cultural practices 
embedded amongst the Venda 
community north-east of South 
Africa. Although this practice has 
been deemed to be controversial 
and illegal in some countries, 
tradition remains strong in some 
family lines, who insist that this is 
a very important practice. 
FGM is mostly carried out on young 
girls between infancy and age 15 but 
it is a violation of the human rights 
of girls and women. According to 
the World Health Organisation 
(WHO), FGM includes procedures 
that intentionally alter or cause 
injury to the female genital organs 
for non-medical reasons. The 
procedure has no health benefits 
for girls and women, and can 
cause severe bleeding, as in this 
particular case. Fortunately, the 
doctors at the clinic assisted her 
just in time as she had lost a severe 
amount of blood. A nurse reported 
that this particular mutilation 
was luckily carried out with a 
clean razor blade. They have had 

previous cases where broken glass, 
tin lids, or scissors were used, 
which resulted in infection. 
The family is currently being 
questioned by the police to 
determine whether this incident is 
to be considered as assault. 
“FGM is recognised internationally 
as a violation of the human rights 
of girls and women. It reflects 
deep-rooted inequality between the 
sexes, and constitutes an extreme 
form of discrimination against 
women. It is nearly always carried 
out on minors and is a violation of 
the rights of children. The practice 
also violates a person’s rights 
to health, security and physical 
integrity, the right to be free 
from torture and cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment, and the 
right to life when the procedure 
results in death” – WHO. Further 
investigation revealed the 
procedure was kept very traditional 
as she was told to sit beforehand in 
cold water, to numb the area and 
reduce the likelihood of bleeding. 
The teenage girl was immobilised 
and held down by the other women, 
with her legs open. Her friend, who 
witnessed the entire procedure, 
said it was a very traumatic 

experience to witness and prays 
that she never has to undergo the 
same "operation", because she 
fears she may not survive it. 
“More than 200 million girls and 
women alive today have been 
cut in 30 countries in Africa, the 
Middle East and Asia, where FGM 
is concentrated,” as reported by 
Unicef. When infibulation takes 
place, thorns or stitches may be 
used to hold the two sides of the 
labia majora together, and the 
legs may be bound together for 
up to 40 days. Antiseptic powder 
may be applied, or, more usually, 
pastes containing herbs, milk, 
eggs, ashes or dung which are 
believed to facilitate healing. 
Other common problems caused 
by FGM are related to urinating, 
cysts, infections, as well as 
complications in childbirth and 
increased risk of newborn deaths. 
According to a report by Medical 
Brief: “Since 2008, more than 
15,000 communities and sub-
districts in 20 countries have 
publicly declared that they are 
abandoning FGM, including more 
than 2,000 communities last year. 
Five countries have passed national 
legislation criminalising the practice.”

Female genital mutilation victim saved by best friend: police and ambulance arrived before it was too late.
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JEALOUS HUSBAND 
ATTACKS WIFE

WOMAN ABUSED BY HIGH-PROFILE HUSBAND

LAST NIGHT – A 38-year-old man 
turned himself in after brutally 
attacking his wife. The man, who 
allegedly has a history of violence 
and a criminal record, beat his 
wife after an argument erupted 
between the couple at their home 
in Centurion. 
The man works as a personal 
bodyguard for a variety of clients 
who require his services, from 
businessmen to international 
celebrities who visit South Africa. 
In a statement made to police, the 
man, who handed himself over to 
police last night, states that he and 
his wife got into an altercation after 

J.M. Smith//
having shared a bottle of brandy. 
He had found text messages from 
a male teacher who worked at his 
wife’s school. The man accused his 
wife of having an affair, which she 
denied. What started off as a shove 
and a slap quickly escalated. 
The victim grabbed a knife and her 
husband tried to wrestle it out of 
her hands. As they wrestled they 
fell to the floor, and he proceeded 
to beat his wife until she stopped 
fighting back. 
He claims that it was self-defense. 
The man called for an ambulance 
and paramedics stabilised her on 
the scene. Paramedics confirmed 
that she had several broken bones, 
three broken ribs and had cuts on 
her head and torso. She is in a 
critical but stable condition.  

LAST NIGHT – An 87-year-old 
grandmother of six was hospitalised 
after a gang of youths locked her in 
her home and raped her repeatedly 
for four hours. 
The victim was found unconscious 
in her one-bedroom shack in 
Alexandra. She suffered multiple 
breaks to her arms and legs and a 
fractured skull and jaw. 
The grandmother was home alone, 

YESTERDAY – A woman was 
hospitalised after being thrown 
down the stairs by her husband. 
She decided that it was time to 
speak up. She sat down with a 
reporter to document her story 
of abuse: “For years I was quiet, 
fearing the consequences of 
what would happen if I spoke 
out. I am an educated woman 
in my late forties. I do not look 
like a classic abuse victim. I have 
friends, I’m well-educated, and 
have two wonderful children. But, 
I have been living in the shadow 
of abuse for nearly three decades 
now. Yesterday was the first time I 
reported my husband, and the fact 
that I was heard and that someone 
believed me, has opened me up 
to revealing my story, in order to 
help other women to do the same.” 
A clinical psychologist, who works 
with survivors of abuse, says, 
“Recognising and surviving an 
abusive relationship takes strength. 
The abuse can be terrifying, life-
threatening and almost constant. 

when three youths, ranging in age 
from 15 to 22 years old, forced 
their way through her front door 
and into her home. 
The three men tied her to her 
single bed and proceeded to 
beat and rape her until she lost 
consciousness. Her neighbour saw 
the men leave at around 9pm. She 
rushed over to check on the woman 
only to find her still tied to the 
bed, unconscious and naked. The 
neighbour contacted the victim’s 
daughter, who called an ambulance 

and the police. The elderly woman 
was taken to a hospital in the south 
of Johannesburg where the doctors 
tended to her injuries. 
She has been in an induced coma 
in order to alleviate the swelling on 
her brain. The woman’s daughter 
said, “Why would you do this to 
an old lady? She can’t even walk 
properly. Now, I don’t know what 
is going to happen when she wakes 
up. Does she even want to live after 
this?”  Police are searching for the 
three suspects.

87-YEAR-OLD GRANNY 
GANG-RAPED

A.Q. Sullman//

J.T. Gold//

//Woman speaks out on the abuse she suffered at the hands of her high profile husband.//

Or it can ebb and flow, with no 
violence for long periods. It’s often 
the subtler forms of abuse that 
inflict serious, persistent damage 
whilst making it hard for the victim 
to see the situation clearly.” 
The victim, continued her 
interview, saying, “Living in 
constant fear of my husband’s 
anger and being subjected to his 
degrading tirades for years chipped 
away at my independence and sense 
of self-worth. It took me a long time 
to realise the toll that his behaviour 
was taking on me, but yesterday as 
I phoned the ambulance, I knew it 
was time to change my situation.  
My husband, however, still denies 
that he ever abused me.” 
Telling others about the abuse 
takes strength. Talking to family, 
friends, pastors, counselors and, 
later, the police, victims often 
find themselves struggling to find 
the words to convey an adequate 
picture of the situation. Then 
there is the just-as-serious issue 
of being believed and supported 
by those you choose to tell. 
Sometimes people don’t believe 
you. Sometimes they have difficulty 
truly understanding what you are 

trying to tell them and when you 
have been conditioned for so long, 
victims often don’t understand 
fully themselves what they have 
been through.
Another victim of abuse, who now 
works as a counsellor says this 
women’s story deeply resonates 
with her. The Daily Abuse asked 
for her view and she says, “Despite 
talking to religious figures and 
friends, it wasn’t until I spoke to a 
professional counsellor that I was 
met with understanding. Leaving 
and putting the pieces of your life 
back together takes strength. I 
had to obtain a protective order to 
try and extricate myself from the 
marriage. I had to take extended 
leave from graduate school because 
I was depressed and unable to 
complete the work. Our journey 
only starts, once we find a way to 
stop the abuse.” 
The woman who spoke to us from 
hospital concluded,  “I am ready 
to leave my husband, and have 
reported the matter, but my self-
confidence is destroyed. I don't 
know how I am going to apply for 
jobs. It seems like it will take me 
years to get my life back on track. 

I also never imagined I would be 
in an abusive relationship. Being 
strong, loyal and intelligent — does 
not protect a person against abuse. 
Abuse often doesn’t manifest 
itself early on — only later,  when 
you’re in deep and behind closed 
doors. The really ugly side of my 
husband’s abuse only came out 
after we married, following three 
years of dating. Abuse comes 
in many forms. It is visited on 
the poor and the rich, the least 
educated and the most, people 
with a strong and deep network 
of friends and family and those 
without a support structure. And 
an abusive nature is certainly not 
something most colleagues are able 
to spot in a professional setting, 
especially if they are blinded by a 
stellar résumé and background. It’s 
time for all women to speak out, 
to take the stigma out of abuse, 
and to share our stories. There 
is strength in standing together. 
There is strength in letting go. 
Those who are in a position to do 
something about it, ought to, and 
it’s only through speaking out, like 
I have done, that we can apply the 
appropriate pressure.”

Accused of having an affair: wife stopped fighting back.

Granny attacked: three men on the run.

Woman hospitalised: thrown 
down stairs by husband.
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MINISTER TRIES 
TO "ANOINT"  
16-YEAR-OLD 
WITH PENIS 

YESTERDAY – In Vereeniging, a 
minister from a church, tried to 
“anoint” a teenage girl with his 
penis. 
The accused is well-known in the 
community and is often called upon 
for spiritual guidance and support 
in times of need. 
The victim had been going through 
a rough time so the minister was 
called in for guidance. He insisted 
that he see the girl in private as 
she needed to be anointed with 
sacred oils. He asked her to take 
off her clothes. She felt very 
uncomfortable and said no. 
He then exposed his erect penis 
to her, and told her he needed to 
anoint her with it so that her vagina 
would be protected. She escaped 
and the family have opened a case 
against him. 

T.A. Gopal//

HIGH SCHOOL 
GIRL ASSAULTED

YESTERDAY – A 17-year-old 
Diepsloot high school girl was 
assaulted by a boy at school. He 
has been placed on immediate 
suspension from school while 
investigations into the matter 
continue. 
In his statement, he says, “I don’t 
understand why what I did is seen 
as wrong. The girl was being 
cheeky so I hit her. This is what 
my father does at home.” Boys who 
witness domestic violence in their 
homes are more likely to repeat 
this behaviour as adults. The 
behaviour becomes normalised to 
these children, and the long-term 
effect is the possibility of creating 
future abusers. 
In South Africa, school violence has 
already become a key discussion 
point for government with children 
seen fighting on videos circulated 
on social media channels. This 
shows that violence is not a foreign 
behaviour or concept for the youth 
of South Africa. According to the 
National School Safety Framework 
report published by the Centre 
for Justice and Crime Prevention: 
“globally, about 246 million girls 
and boys are harassed and abused 
annually at schools.” 
Schools are running programmes 
and seminars to combat this, 
however, it is key for there to be 
greater involvement to ensure 
children are not indirect victims 
of domestic violence, creating a 
vicious cycle which will run well 
into the future. 

J.S. Venter//

DELIVERY WOMAN 
ASSAULTED ON THE JOB

YESTERDAY – A delivery woman 
sat with a reporter to tell her story 
of how she was assaulted on the job, 
only a few hours before. “I started 
delivering supplies to nurses and 
doctors in hospitals around the 
province a few months ago.” The 

victim explained that she had 
done a training course to prepare 
for instances of harassment that 
may occur whilst on the job. “But 
nothing can prepare you for an 
attack when it happens, even the 
best of training.” 
“My male co-worker was inside a 
hospital signing for a delivery, I was 
waiting for him at the loading dock, 
when I was approached by a man. 
Because it was the early hours of 
the morning, he chatted to me and 
flirted with me saying things like 
‘how do you look so good, so early 

in the day?’ and ‘do you wake up 
this beautiful?’ I was flattered, but 
shocked at what happened next. 
He touched me inappropriately. I 
tried to push him away but he was 
too strong. I kept trying to push 
him and he eventually smacked me 
in the face.”
The United Nations has established 
that South Africa needs to be better 
equipped to deal with widespread 
domestic abuse and gender-based 
violence. Despite this international 
awareness that the country 
is plagued by assault, these 

A.A. Blank//

occurances of violence continue 
to happen, every day. The United 
Nations committee confirmed that 
they are concerned that gender-
based violence and domestic abuse 
remains a serious problem in South 
Africa‚ that the conviction rate for 
such acts is low‚ and that there is 
a lack of disaggregated data on the 
phenomena. “They know the facts, 
but nothing is being done about it. 
As of yesterday, I am part of the 
statistics. How many more attacks 
and assaults have to happen before 
we see any change?” she said. 

LATE YESTERDAY EVENING 
– A two-months pregnant woman 
was admitted to hospital after a 
potential drug overdose. Concerned 
residents, who are aware of her 
boyfriend’s abusive ways, found the 
unconscious woman in a street and 
called the local police station. 
It is alleged that her boyfriend 
forces her to do drugs, and had this 
time, attempted to kill her with an 
overdose, after finding out she’s 
pregnant. A concerned neighbour 
said she used to be clean and that 
it all changed when she met him. 

E.J. Bruen//

L.Z. Datnow//

PREGNANT WOMAN 
FORCE-FED DRUGS

HUSBAND WHIPS 
WIFE INTO 
SUBMISSION

“He told her he wasn’t going to use 
drugs alone. If she refused, he beat 
her, sometimes severely", said the 
neighbour. 
"His behaviour became increasingly 
aggressive the longer she stayed 
with him," says the victim’s sister. 
"He’d get violent whenever she 
threatened to leave. I tried to get 
her into a rehabilitation centre, but 
he found out and forbade her from 
seeing family." 
Doctors say they expect her to 
make a full recovery, though results 
concerning the baby’s health are 
yet to be determined. She will be 
monitored and sent for counselling, 
as well as rehabilitation. The 
boyfriend is still at large. Pregnant woman drug overdose: will the baby be affected?

LAST NIGHT – An anonymous 
victim hesitantly disclosed a case 
of abuse at her local police station. 
The severely injured woman alleges 
that her husband has been abusing 
her physically and emotionally for 
over six years. He forced her to act 
like his servant in the most severe 
and disturbing manner.
According to the woman’s report, 
she was not allowed to make eye 
contact with her husband. If she did 
she would be punished physically, 
her husband would use a whip to 
hit her repeatedly. 
She went into graphic detail, 
explaining that he would kick her 
in the head, rape her and make 
her eat food out of a bowl, like an 
animal. She was also often chained 

to their bed and left there for days. 
Her husband would force her to 
perform the role of a servant. She 
had to feed him, bathe him, dress 
him and cater to his every whim. 
He would also force her to clean 
floors with a toothbrush, wash 
everything by hand and dust and 
clean the house for at least ten 
hours each day. He would then 
inspect her work, and if anything 
was not to his satisfaction he would 
punish her, and add to her list of 
chores. 
He also forced her into sexual 
servitude, forcing her to perform 
sexual acts against her will. He 
would insist that she walks around 
naked, while doing her chores, 
and she was only allowed to 
clothe herself if they had visitors. 

According to the report he would 
also withhold food, if he felt like 
she was gaining too much weight. 
She reported frequently breaking 
down and sobbing, which would 
lead to further punishment as he 
felt like she was being rebellious 
and ungrateful for everything that 
he provided for her. 
She also reports trying to escape 
the home on several occasions, but 
he would change the locks, board 
up the windows and kept his phone 
in his car outside, to prevent any 
attempt at communication. Last 
night she gathered the courage 
and searched their home for the 
keys he usually keeps well-hidden. 
She finally found them under a 
floorboard, and let herself out. She 
was dressed only in a table cloth, as 
her clothes were locked away in yet 
another secured closet, which she 
didn’t have access to. 
The woman has no idea where her 
parents or siblings are, as she hasn’t 
had any form of communication 
with them over the last six years. 
The authorities are currently trying 
to contact them, but they have very 
little information or leads as to 
their whereabouts. 
The woman will be taken for a 
medical exam and psychological 
analysis to determine the extent 
of the physical and psychological 

damage suffered in the last six 
years. 
A local clinical psychologist says, 
“Many abusive relationships 
stem from a patriarchal view, 
and a master-and-servant type 
relationship. Women are expected 
to be submissive and serve their 
husbands. Waiting on your husband 
hand-and-foot is often the view 
held of the perfect wife, yet there 
is a very sinister side to this 
traditional view of marriage. In this 
particular case, the relationship 
has completely degenerated into 
something abusive, psychopathic 
and extremely dangerous and 
harmful.”
She continues to say that, “Modern 
life is filled with situations that 
break down individuals’ self- 
esteem, it’s littered throughout 
the media, pop culture and other 
individuals forcing their own views 
and opinions on others. This leads 
to many victims not valuing their 
bodies or integrity. Once they 
become victims of abuse they justify 
it with the mindset that they’re 
not worth anything. To break the 
silence, the narrative should shift 
from why abuse isn’t reported to 
how can victims be armed with the 
tools to report abuse and empower 
themselves. I hope that justice will 
be served in this particular case.”
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YESTERDAY – A woman who was 
severely beaten by her boyfriend 
was told by her church to pray for 
her boyfriend. 
Whilst recovering in hospital, her 
minister and several attendants 
paid her a visit and insisted that 
she stay with her alleged attacker, 
because he was only guilty of 
having “the devil in him” and that if 
she prayed hard enough, she could 
free her partner from the “violent 
demon” within him. 
A pastor from a different church 
in the area states that, “there is 
an urgent need for competent 
spiritual leadership.” He adds, 
“We cannot allow those who come 
to the church for assistance to be 
turned away or blamed. Every day, 
we hear from women and children 
who are suffering, and it is our role 
as the church to get them out of 
those situations.” 
It is alleged that yesterday’s victim 
confronted her boyfriend about a 
pair of stilettos that she had found 
in his car. He confessed that he 
had been seeing different women, 

because since his girlfriend started 
working, she acted like “she wore 
the pants” in their relationship. 
After arguing, he began to beat her 
in front of neighbours and passers-
by. At one stage, apparently 
shouting, “I will teach you to 
behave like a woman!” 
"We heard her screaming and ran 
to intervene," said one man, "But 
by then she was already quite hurt. 
We would have grabbed hold of 
him till the police came, but the 
police would’ve blamed us and 
said its mob justice." The injured 
woman was rushed to hospital.  
A reporter contacted the victim’s 
church regarding their advice,  
but the church has declined to go 
into detail, saying the matter is 
private. 
It is not yet known whether the 
woman will return home after 
treatment. Her family insists they 
knew nothing about her boyfriend’s 
abusive behaviour, and dismissed 
the notion of praying for him. “That 
is ridiculous,” said the victim’s 
sister. “There is no way she or any 
of us will pray for that criminal. 
You can blame it on the devil but 
he made his own choices.” The 
alleged attacker will appear in 
court on charges of grievous bodily 
harm and assault later this month.

WOMAN TOLD TO PRAY 
AFTER BEING BEATEN

T.O. Gopal//

Church justifies violence: woman told to pray in order to free the devil within her boyfriend.

Loud beating with bat: make sure girls retaliate loudly.

incredibly complicated. In previous 
generations, young girls were 
warned against being loud or 
speaking their mind, and that it 
would mean that they wouldn't find 
a husband, and would never make 
a suitable wife,” she added. The 
mother believes that this teaching 
is erroneous, and paints a picture 
that the outcome of speaking up 
comes with cons that far outweigh 
the pros. She says that in a 
workplace or school environment, 
if a harassment allegation is 
deemed credible, it makes the 
girl or woman a victim of sexual 
harassment, or at best, a sexual 
harassment accuser. If the abuser’s 
denial is deemed more credible, 
as is often the case, the victim 
is labeled delusional, attention-
seeking, unstable, vengeful, gold-
digging, a liar, jealous, bitter, 
conceited, a whiner, overly 

YESTERDAY – A young woman, 
aged 17, was beaten with a wooden 
cricket bat by one of her classmates 
after school. The victim, who will 
remain anonymous, was hesitant 
to tell her mother what happened, 
let alone relay the assault to the 
police. Pained by her daughter’s 
hesitation to speak out, the victim’s 
mother decided to raise her voice 
as an activist and inspiration for all 
mothers and mothers in a similar 
situation.
“Unfortunately, in today’s society, 
it’s not surprising that women 
are often voiceless and lacking in 
confidence when confronted with 
inappropriate behavior against 
them,” the victim’s mother said.
“Bringing up daughters is 

sensitive, and erotomaniacal. 
“Women and girls don’t want 
these labels. Also, they don’t want 
men to feel that they need to be 
additionally sensitive around them, 
in case they get accused. They want 
to be known for their contributions 
and input. They want to be seen and 
treated as equals. With that being 
said, and, with the prevalence of 
sexual violence, assault, rape and 
murder committed against women, 
it begs the question, should we not 
go against tradition and raise them 
to speak their mind, be opinionated 
and loud? It seems to make for 
very solid learning, and sound 
advice. We live in a time that sees 
three women killed by an intimate 
partner every day, unfortunately, 
that’s the nature of today’s society, 
it’s violent. So, don’t raise a nice 
girl, raise a loud girl. She’ll thank 
you for it one day.” 

GIRL BEATEN WITH A 
WOODEN CRICKET BAT

M.O. Soloman//

 IT HURTS TO SPEAK OUT
thedailyabuse.co.za

Yesterday my husband pulled 
my hair so hard, he was left 
with a clump of hair in his fist, 
He says that I care more about 
our kids and myself than about 
him. He was angry, because 
I spent a lot of money at the 
hairdresser. He says that I’m 
vain. And next time, he says, 
he will cut my face up so badly, 
that I will never look pretty 
again. 

Yesterday my father made me 
run around the house 200 times. 
He did a count and he timed me. 
He doesn’t want me to be fat 
and lazy, and this is his way of 
keeping me on track. If he finds 
a sweets wrapper in my school 
bag, he doesn’t allow me to eat 
for the whole weekend. Once 
I went four days without food, 
and I passed out at school. My 
dad told the school that I had a 
thyroid problem. 

Yesterday two men cornered 
me at my work place. They 
pushed me into the staff toilet 
and told me that I was “asking 
for it”. I screamed. They then 

slapped me around and tore my 
shirt. I carried on screaming 
until another employee came 
to investigate. The two men 
told the other person that I was 
drunk and acting crazy, and that 
they were just trying to help. 

Yesterday my best friend told 
me that he loved me. I have 
never felt the same. So, I 
laughed it off and asked him if 
we can just be friends. He tried 
to grope me and insisted that 
I was just playing hard-to-get. 
When I shoved him away, he 
spat in my face and slapped me 
really hard. I don’t think we can 
be friends anymore. 

Yesterday my husband held 
my hand on the stove plate 
until I had blisters. He said that 
I always burn the food, and 
tonight it’s my turn to feel what 
it feels like. He said I needed to 
learn a lesson, and he laughed 
while I squirmed and cried. 
This morning he was sorry, and 
he was putting ointment on my 
hand and kissing it.

DAILY BITES
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ARIES:
Being the first of the stars, you 
have innate independent qualities 
that allow you to lead fearlessly 
almost all the time. These qualities 
have always worked in your favour, 
from the time you were in school, 
to the time they helped you 
advance in your career, and these 
are the traits that are going to act 
in your favour once more this week 
when your partner pushes you 
hard against the wall, forcing you 
to apologise for disobeying him.

TAURUS:
Your persistence is one of your 
most irrevocable qualities and it 
is something that seems to seep 
into each and every facet of your 
persona. Some might complain 
and call you stubborn, and perhaps 
they are right in doing so, but 
what they don’t know is that your 
stubbornness is a result of your 
undisputable loyalty. This might 
be your most prized trait, and out 
of all your features it is certainly 
everyone’s favourite. Very soon, 
however, you will be faced with 
the challenge of deciding who 
you give your loyalty to and who 
doesn’t deserve it at all. Perhaps 
your lover forcing themselves 
onto you tonight because "that’s 
what lovers are for" will be the one 
situation that forces you to make 
that realization. 

GEMINI:
Whether it’s choosing between 
black or white, or between coffee 
or tea – you have never been the 
best at making decisions. Instead, 
your multi-dimensional personality 
requires you to have multiple 
options to choose from. Pretty 
soon, however, you will have to 
make decisions on the spot. Like 
this week, when you arrive home 
to an angry partner who will break 
you down, with a series of violent 
degrading words made for "a good 
for nothing who can’t even please 
her partner".
 

CANCER:
You are very reclusive by nature 
and it is no surprise that some say 
you are detached and indifferent 
because that is how it looks from 
the outside when, in fact, you are 
just hiding in your shell to protect 
yourself from unnecessary harm. 
Perhaps it is time to ask yourself 
this: how much longer is your 
shell going to protect you? Will it 
protect you this week when you 
are dodging the heavy items being 
thrown at you by your infuriated 
lover? Or will you shrivel up once 
again, as you always do, and keep 
your secret to yourself?

LEO:
You are the ruler of your kingdom. 
Your ambition, your confidence and 

HOROSCOPES
your slight vanity are constantly 
at work to preserve yourself, for 
the better. This might get in the 
way of empathizing with someone 
else and you may come across 
as one who believes in their way, 
or the high way. You are full of 
life and energy which attracts a 
lot of people and you are very 
comfortable being in the spotlight. 
By the look of things, you will find 
yourself in the spotlight again this 
week for all the wrong reasons – a 
black eye, to be exact. Courtesy of 
your dissatisfied partner. 

VIRGO:
It is not easy being a purist when 
everyone around you is casual 
about everything. You have 
retained your constant drive to 
improve and perfect everything 
and this doesn’t always sit well with 
others. While this demeanour can 
make you seem extremely picky, 
you know that your intentions are 
always pure and you express your 
truest opinion even though your 
blunt disapproval often offends the 
ones who receive it. Remember 
that not everything can be fixed 
and this will be clearer tonight 
when your lover’s fists and slaps 
land on your face.

LIBRA:
With you being as diplomatic as you 
are, it is no surprise that you always 
find yourself in situations that force 
you to play mediator. Many entrust 
you with the duties of solving their 
conflicts because you always give 
objective advice as a result of your 
unbiased outlook. While you’ve 
played this role graciously before, 
it gets harder to balance as you 
grow. This could be due to the fact 
that now you’re dealing with more 
complex situations, with a lot more 
things to balance. Situations like 
the one that will befall you this 
week, when the love of your life 
slaps you after losing it over that 
thing you didn’t do. 

SCORPIO:
It is very hard for you to relate to 
people because your passion might 
be overwhelming for some. At the 
same time however your presence 
is always entertaining to everyone, 
even those who don’t like you 
secretly admire your extremities. 
Your curiosity is always fuelled by 
your characteristic of questioning 
everything. Except the most 
important of questions: why will 
you choose to stay with your lover 
despite the bruises he will leave all 
over your body this week?

SAGITARIUS:
Yes, you have a penchant for 
material possessions and your 
unique "taste" makes it harder to 
part with these prized possessions, 
but it is important to prioritise. 
Keep what you need and shed the 
rest, it’s as simple as that. What 

have you got to lose? Following 
through might leave a bitter taste 
in your mouth, but it’s worth it. 
You might now know whether 
your lover staining your favourite 
garment with food because he 
wasn’t happy with your cooking is 
worth it, but you will certainly see 
tonight. 

CAPRICORN:
Your biggest strength is your 
intuition and you should avoid 
letting it go to waste. Instead, 
treat it like a muscle, work on it 
until it strengthens beyond your 
comprehension. Give it as much 
long-term commitment as you give 
your career and it will help you 
make the decisions that will aid in 
your personal progression. These 
decisions might be as drastic as 
a career change, a decision to 
immigrate, or deciding whether 
your partner manipulates you 
psychologically or, even harder, to 
determine how long it has been 
going on.

AQUARIUS:
You always welcome change with 
composure and that has everything 
to do with your naturally 
unconventional qualities. Because 
of this, you’ve always been one 
to probe in places where no one 
does, just to experience something 
you have never experienced 
before. This might be rebellious in 
someone else’s eyes but you know 
that it is intellectual stimulation 
that motivates your decisions to 
delve into the deepest ends in 
a quest for new knowledge. You 
always come out unscathed, thanks 
to your fluid demeanour. But will 
you come out unscathed later when 
your partner twists your arm; just 
to get a glimpse of the messages on 
your phone?  

PISCES:
You usually don’t say much about 
anything and that might give 
people the impression that you 
don’t have anything relevant to 
say, even when you do. Not many 
people know that what you are 
actually doing is observing every 
detail in everything you see and 
hear in your analytical, reclusive 
manner. Be careful not to let your 
biased preconceptions determine 
what you look for in things because 
that might lead to inaccurate 
conclusions. Be mindful of this 
especially in cases like the one you 
are to experience this week, when 
your lover decides to look for his 
favourite shirt accompanied by a 
bottle of liquor, before eventually 
beating you with it. 

EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING 
– A municipal worker in the 
Germiston area made a disturbing 
discovery. While opening the gates 
to the local landfill site, he heard 
a faint whimper. Upon further 
investigation, he discovered under 
black garbage bags something was 
moving. A young woman’s body 
had been stuffed into two garbage 
bags and left to die. An ambulance 
was called and the woman is 
reportedly in ICU suffering severe 

WOMAN FOUND
IN DUMPSTER

symptoms of malnutrition and 
dehydration. Her condition is 
critical and it can’t be said whether 
or not she’ll survive. There are no 
leads, and local police say it is just 
one of many other similar incidents 
reported in the greater Ekurhuleni 
Municipality. The woman is “lucky 
to be alive,” said a doctor in charge 
of the ICU ward at the hospital. 
“She is in critical condition and has 
been identified. Her family is on 
their way from East London,” the 
doctor added. 

E.V. Ntila//

YESTERDAY – A teenager in 
Gauteng was manipulated into 
giving away her personal details 
and photographs. 
Your phone and its content belong 
to you, right? What about your daily 
movements and activities? Not 
for some teenagers. Gaining 
momentum in recent times, 
technological abuse is surprisingly 
common, with partners demanding 
access to emails and personal 

P.A. Sela//

TECHNOLOGY 
AND ABUSE

accounts, utilising tracking devices 
and applications to monitor 
movement and demanding to know 
all of a victim’s passwords. 
All of their online interactions are 
monitored and have to be justified, 
no matter how innocent. All of 
this indicates an inherent abusive 
nature in the case of the abused 
which should trigger alarm bells. 
If an individual finds themselves 
in a situation like this, contact 
a professional and break off all 
communication with the abuser 
before it escalates to physical 
violence. 

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – 
Female students at a university in 
Gauteng slammed the institution 
for not updating its gender-based 
violence policies. The students 
have claimed that they continue to 
feel unsafe on campus and that the 
university is not doing enough to 
combat this. 
This is not a new complaint by 
female students and it is certainly 
not isolated to the university in 
Gauteng. UCT students created 
a UCT Survivors blog in 2017 
after the University of Cape Town 
told a female student that her 
stalker’s behaviour was “simply 
too normal” for her to have a case. 
In 2016 students at the University 
of Stellenbosch also took action 
by launching a campaign against 

I.G. Wood//

GENDER-BASED 
VIOLENCE RIFE 
IN UNIVERSITIES

gender-based violence, a stand 
point which inspired a similar 
campaign at Rhodes University in 
the Eastern Cape. 
The continuous incidents are 
widely referred to as university 
rape culture. Experts have called 
on universities around the country 
to use their positions as educators 
to do just that: educate students 
on how to identify and tackle rape 
culture. Rape in universities is 
often linked to popularity – young 
men are commended by their peers 
for their violent acts and often gain 
popularity within the group for 
their crimes. 
Aside from calling on universities 
to take action against gender-based 
violence, experts have cautioned 
that universities should take this 
seriously and put real tangible 
measures in place rather than 
doing it as a marketing tactic or 
using it to manage reputation. 

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales and/or 
incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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YESTERDAY – A 38-year-old 
woman was allegedly raped in her 
home. Her community within a 
rural settlement in Polokwane have 
come together to say they have had 
enough. 
The incident proved to be the final 
straw, and the community is now 
looking to employ more effective 
means of tackling the disturbing 
epidemic that’s currently plaguing 
their community. A resident who 
asked to remain anonymous for 
safety reasons, explained the daily 
struggles that the women in their 
community face as victims of rape 
and abuse. “Rape has become a 
daily routine for women in our 
community as well as neighbouring 
villages. It has become a frightening 
norm, especially for older women 
in the community who are unable 
to protect themselves.” An 
investigation further concluded 
that the targeted women within the 
communities, were being attacked 
by younger men.  
The investigation produced a 

frightening statistic, every day, up 
to three or four men would break 
into the homes of women and rape 
them. Due to how remote the area 
is, the victims have no one to report 
the crimes to, and are left with 
little choice but to carry on with 
their daily lives as though nothing 
happened. One victim further 
elaborated, “There is nowhere to 
go and no one to tell. And, if we 
mention anything, we know that we 
would only fall victim to a repeat 
incident and could be killed in the 
process. For us there is no justice.” 
The statistics are shocking. Crime 
statistics showed that in 2016,  
30 069 cases of rape were reported, 
which amounts roughly to 110 
cases per day - this excludes the 
massive amounts of cases that 
go unreported, which would in 
all likelihood increase the figure 
twofold. 
One of the women said that as a 
victim of rape she does not feel safe 
in her home. “For people who live 
in rural areas, there is no access to 
help. We have to live in fear every 
day. This is my reality,” she said. 
The community are planning to 
appeal to the local government 
to do something about the reality 
facing their women in a place 
where rape is as commonplace as 
buying a loaf of bread.

E.L. Mbesa//

ANOTHER RAPE IN 
RURAL COMMUNITY

Rape rife in rural areas: women fear for their safety.

THE DAILY ABUSE CARTOON by
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DONATIONS 
NEEDED FOR 

ABUSED WOMEN 
•  Women’s clothing, make-up, shoes

•  Children’s clothing, school uniforms
•  Women’s work clothes 

•  Running shoes and active wear 
•  Books, specifically self-help book

Contact
011 642 4345

 OUR
BELOVED

DAUGHTER
(2002 - 2018)

At only sixteen you
have left for your
heavenly abode.

You were our ray of 
sunshine, and your 
light was stolen so 

violently and without 
reason.

We love you always.
And we will always 

keep you in our hearts.
Your Babu and Mami.

R.I.P.
uGogo
(1948 - 2018)

You will be 
missed more 
than you can

imagine. No one
deserved more 
out of life than 
you. You were 
our mom.  We 
do not under- 

stand  why 
someone would 

want to take 
you from  this 

world and from 
us. We will 

never forget 
you, your 

grandchildren.

MY DARLING 
WIFE

 The love of 
my life, and 

my best friend. 
Nine years 

together without 
incident, then 

this. Your work 
will continue, 

educating those
who see us as 

different, as 
wrong, separate, 
other. You taught 

me that love 
really does win 

and you will have 
my heart forever, 

Your Wife.
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DIVORCE
ADVICE

We will assist 
anytime if you

need advice and 
help with

paperwork.
Get out of an

abusive marriage.
Legal advice for 

women. 

Contact 
011 642 4345

WOMAN’S
COUNSELLING

‘You strike a woman, 
you strike a rock.’

Get help if you
are stuck in an

unhappy
relationship.

Dedicated
counsellors will

assist you every step 
of the way.

Contact
011 642 4345

FREE YOURSELF 
FROM THE PAST

We offer therapy, 
skills training and 
constant support.
Focus on you and

deal with the issues
of the past.

This service is for 
women.

Contact us on
011 642 4345

GUIDES 
WANTED

You can start the 
journey to healing 
for someone else. 
If you know of any-
one who is being 

abused, please ask 
them to report it or 

to contact us. 

011 642 4345

GET THE 
PROTECTION 

YOU NEED
Being stalked? Invasion 

of your privacy? 
Ex-lover who cannot 
keep his distance?

Let us help you to file a 
protection order.

Contact
011 642 4345

PHONE 
SERVICES

IF YOU NEED:

•  someone to talk to

•  someone to listen

•  someone to believe you

•  someone to give advice

Phone us on
011 642 4345

HURT &
TRAUMATISED?

WE CAN HELP
Do you suffer from panic attacks?

Depression?
Do you feel unsafe in your own home?

Contact
011 642 4345

SAFE 
ACCOMMODA-

TION
Find a place of shelter. Short-term 

to long-term stays.
Safe, secure, with great support. 

Call us on
011 642 4345

CALLING 
ALL 

WOMEN
When enough is 

enough and you’re 
ready to take the 
first steps, we’re 
ready to help you 
go through with it. 
Expert support and 

counselling.

011 642 4345

CHANGE 
YOUR LIFE
COUNSEL-

LING
Stuck in a rut?

Need help getting
out?

Psychologists are
ready to hear you.

Contact
011 642 4345

HEALING STARTS 
HERE

• Love problems

• Sex problems

• Abused?

• Bruised?

• Beaten?

• Raped?

We can help you. 
 

011 642 4345

BEADWORK 
CLASS

We’ll show you the way to find a 
way out. 

Learn how to do beadwork, and 
make an income.

Classes offered for women of all 
ages and walks of life. 

Contact
011 642 4345

PSYCHOLOGIST 
FOR WOMEN

WANT TO LEARN 
A NEW SKILL?

VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED

011 642 4345 011 642 4345/6

Feeling trapped? Feeling desperate?
The psychologist will consult 

with you. 

Let her help you in any situation
and escape violence and abuse.

WANT TO START
HEALING?

We have group and individual sessions to help 
women to start healing after escaping abuse.

When we share our stories, we find strength. 
When we share our heartache, we find comfort.

You are welcome to find out more and join one of 
our next group sessions. 

Contact
011 642 4345

GET CONTROL
OF YOUR LIFE

Need help to free your-
self from an abusive 

relationship?

Learn more about your 
rights, how to get a pro-
tection order and other 
legal advice that puts 

you in control.

Contact 
011 642 4345

BE FINANCIALLY SECURE
Ladies, don’t rely on your

partners for survival.
Learn how to make your own income.

Build a future without
him if needs be.

Earn enough to escape
a bad situation.

Phone us on
011 642 4345

Find a way to support yourself 
financially and get back on 

your feet. Learn skills such as 
beadwork and blanket-making, 
or attend a cooking class. All 

of these and more. 

We are always looking for people 
with HR, marketing or legal 

experience who are willing to 
donate some of their time.

Please call our head office on 011 
642 4345/6 if you would like to 

volunteer or donate items.

Contact
011 642 4345

WOMAN’S 
WORKSHOP

Get trained on gender 
and socialisation, 

abuse and all its forms, 
sexual violence, report-
ing processes, roles of 
different stakeholders 
in the Criminal Justice 
System (CJS) including 

procedure to follow 
when applying for a 
protection order and 

other court processes.

011 642 4345

SHORT-TERM 
ACCOMMODATION

We offer a safe, comfortable space 
for women. 

Children also welcome. 

Amenities include skills training, 
therapy, legal advice and much more. 

Phone us on
011 642 4345

WHAT IS 
ABUSE?

Join us for a course in what constitutes
abusive behaviour.

Learn what to do in an abusive situation.
The course covers: physical, sexual

and emotional abuse.
Educate yourself before it’s too late!

Contact 
011 642 4345

CLASSIFIEDS For more information about The Daily Abuse Classifieds, 
go to our website: www.thedailyabuse.co.za

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales 
and/or incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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YESTERDAY MORNING – A 
disabled woman from Somerset 
West, was pushed down stairs in 
her wheelchair by her husband. She 
was rushed to a nearby hospital. 
For almost half of all disabled 
women, abuse is very real. In 
2013 the victim’s life changed 
when she was diagnosed with a 
rare muscular disorder which put 
her in a wheelchair. As a result, 
she became very isolated from 
her friends who were seemingly 
getting on with their lives while 
she was stuck in her wheelchair. 
One year after her diagnosis, she 
met her husband and after three 
months they were married. 
For the next four years, he 
emotionally and physically abused 
her at home. According to research 
by Women’s Aid, one in two women 
with disabilities experience 
domestic violence in their lifetime 
– double the abuse of those without 
disabilities. Daily occurrences 
such as being denied their pain 
medication, not being fed or not 
being assisted with going to the 

bathroom are just the first stages 
of abuse and they usually lead to 
them being physically assaulted. 
The victim’s husband routinely 
withheld assistance when it came 
to her personal needs. “When I 
was ill, he would refuse to give me 
food, so I would often go without a 
proper meal. He would make me a 
joke in front of friends and family 
and called me okhubazekile.” 
Her husband also threatened to 
leave her on various occasions 
which the woman describes as 
frightening. “It is not easy to get 
away from your husband when 
you’re disabled or to even get 
support. My home has been 
changed for me and finding another 
home is a too hard, nevermind 
finding people who will take care 
of you.” 
Often, the victim is also reliant on 
their abuser for financial support. 
This is a sad reality for many South 
African disabled women — almost 
one in two disabled women will 
be abused at the hands of their 
partner or a family member. Vulnerable victims: one in two women with disabilities experience domestic abuse.

T.E. Jonker//

MEN OFFERED R100 TO 
RAPE EX-GIRLFRIEND

M.A. Cawood//

DISABLED 
WOMAN 
ABUSED

YESTERDAY  – “This man came 
into the shebeen and told us he will 
pay us R100 to rape a woman. He 
said she was causing problems and 
she needed to be put in her place,” 
explained the neighbour of a man 
who allegedly was offering rewards 
to rape his ex-girlfriend. 
The mother of the girl says her 

daughter is traumatised and that 
she refuses to go to the police, 
scared that she will become a target 
again. According to her, she is the 
perpetrator’s ex-girlfriend, and 
when he started a new relationship, 
she still made attempts to win him 
back. He gave her a warning, “back 
off or else” and the next time she 
came to his house, he lured her 
into the shed in the backyard. 
“He then tied her up and raped 
her. He then called his friends to 
come rape her too,” recounted 

the distraught mother. He left 
a group of them to assault her, 
and then walked down the road, 
offering every man he passed the 
opportunity to rape her for R100. 
When he got to the shebeen, the 
same offer was extended to every 
man there, as verified by several 
witnesses.
The man in question has a criminal 
record for the possession of a 
stolen car. No report has been 
filed, and no arrests have been 
made in this case.

THE DISTORTED 
REALITY AND RAPE 

B.A. Rosenberg//

A social worker shares his case files

//He tied her up 
and raped her 
continuously for 
a week.//

YESTERDAY – The Daily News 
approached a social worker to gain 
insights into the cases related to 
women abuse, that he has been 
dealing with over the last 24 hours. 
His first case for the day was 
a woman who contacted him, 
because she had just realised 
that her husband is a rapist. And 
worse yet, he raped her, when his 
identity was still unknown to her. 
It was revealed that when she was 
younger, she was raped by three 
men. 
Her husband, who she had never 
spoken to about the incident, 
confessed that he was one of the 
three. He felt bad about what he 

Paid to rape: the price of a woman's dignity.

had done, but felt it was “his duty” 
to take care of her.  
In a second case, another woman 
explained how she was raped 
continuously for a week, and how 
her torturous experience only 
ended in the early hours of this 
morning, by someone known to 
her. The alleged rapist approached 
her at a night club, and because 
she knew him from their circle of 
friends she felt comfortable to chat 
to him. 
Things went well, and they landed 
up going back to a friend’s house 
who he knew was not around, and 
would not be back for over a week. 
They had sex. In the morning she 
wanted to leave. He took exception 
to this. He tied her up and raped 
her continuously for a week. When 
she tried to get away, he stabbed 
her. Not enough to kill her, but 
enough to “keep her quiet”, then 
he let her go.
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SHOT BY EX-
HUSBAND,
LEFT PARALYSED

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – A 
mother of three children, 8, 6 and 
4, was allegedly shot by her ex-
husband. He followed her home 
from work, where the two had a 
heated argument. According to 
neighbours, the man produced 
a gun and shot her. Doctors 
reported that the injury has left her 
paralysed from the neck down.   
The man has since been reported 
to be on the run. The case is just 
one of many, year after year, article 
after article, report after report, we 
hear about the rampant violence 
against women in South Africa, and 
yet the statistics never improve. 
Taking the emotion out of this 
topic is seemingly impossible, but 
it has become necessary because 
appealing to society’s heart is not 
provoking the change required to 
end this behaviour. So, perhaps we 
need to appeal to society’s head 
and their wallet. 
Simply put, this behaviour has a 
ripple effect on many aspects of our 
country. Violence against women is 
no longer just unconscionable, it is 
illogical. 
Obviously, the "cost" of violence 
against women is most profoundly 
felt by the women themselves, but 
there is a societal and economic 
"cost" felt by the country as a 
whole. According to a report by 
the World Health Organisation 
released in 2010, this relationship 
has been recorded around the 
world in numerous countries. 
There is a cost associated with the 
overall burden of disease a country 

experiences. A study conducted in 
Victoria, Australia estimated that 
among women 18 - 44 years of 
age, intimate partner violence was 
associated with 7% of the overall 
burden of disease (Vos et al., 2006). 
Another cost is a debt that the 
next generation will be required 
to pay, as studies have shown that 
“children from households where 
abuse is present may exhibit 
increased rates of behavioural 
and emotional problems that can 
result in increased difficulties 
with education and employment, 
often leading to early school drop- 
out, youth offending and early 
pregnancy,” (Anda et al.,2001; 
Dube et al., 2002). 
Research has further found that 
there is a hard cost associated 
with intimate partner and sexual 
violence against women, as it 
has a significant adverse impact 
on a country’s economy. In the 
United Kingdom, one analysis 
estimated its annual cost to the 
economy in England and Wales at 
approximately £22.9 billion (Walby, 
2004). Another causal effect of 
intimate partner and sexual abuse 
is its link to increased risk of 
HIV in victims of abuse. Studies 
from several countries have found 
that there is increasing evidence 
that HIV risk is linked to lifetime 
exposure to violence in complex 
ways (Campbell et al., 2008). 
Violence and gender inequality are 
more likely to increase HIV risk 
through indirect pathways, like a 
woman’s ability to negotiate for 
contraception use. 
We as South Africans need to ask 
ourselves, “Is this ‘cost’ worth 
it?” This "cost" buys us a society 
that maintains a patriarchal or 
male-dominated structure. A 
society where power hierarchies 
are created which place men 

as economically and religiously 
superior, and of higher social 
status compared to women (Ali 
& Bustamante-Gavino, 2008). As 
such, men are socialised to believe 
they are superior to women, 
that they should dominate their 
partners and endorse traditional 
gender roles. In this society 
women’s subordination and 
submission is then considered 
normal, expected, accepted and 
even attractive (Russo & Pirlott, 
2006). 
It is a society where men have 
economic and decision-making 
power and women do not. A society 
where the community in which 
a woman’s life does not sanction 
intimate partner and sexual 
violence. In this society women are 
likely trying to change their status, 
trying to uplift themselves and 
trying to be seen as equal to their 
male counterparts. In this society, 
this kind of gender transition is 
viewed as incredibly threatening, 
and redressing the status quo will 
not be tolerated. 
This is the type of society that 
turns a blind eye to violence 
against women. A society made up 
of communities that do not protect 
their women, that seemingly 
accepts this "costly" behaviour. A 
society where women are starting 
to fight for a transition in their 
status, starting to fight for equality, 
only to be beaten back down. A 
society that believes women are 
inferior and as such men have the 
right to use violence and sexual 
abuse to exercise their superiority 
and power over them. A society 
that legitimises intimate partner 
and sexual abuse. 
South Africa, we must ask ourselves 
what type of society do we want to 
be? And what will it cost us if we 
don’t change? 

B.V. Vilikazi//

SLAVE LABOURERS 
DISCOVERED BEATEN 
AND BRUISED
YESTERDAY – 32 illegal female 
labourers were removed by police 
in an undisclosed clothing and shoe 
factory in Kwa-Zulu Natal after a 
police raid. The owner of the factory 
could not be found. This is just 
one of many ongoing illegal labour 
cases in the country. According to 
the local police force, some of the 
women have been enslaved since 
they were as young as 12 years old, 
and two thirds of them are victims 
of child trafficking.

One woman said that she had not 
left the factory for 10 years since 
she was taken from her family. 
She and the other girls were held 
captive and abused daily she told 
the police. “They gave us one meal 
a day in exchange for work. If we 
seemed too tired we would get 
lashed by the boss.” 
Another woman aged 22 had 
multiple bruises and said the boss 
had beat her that very morning. A 
police captain investigating 
the matter reported, “We are 
committed to finding justice for 
these abused women and girls.”

G.W. Wright//

MAN ATTACKS 
GIRLFRIEND  
WITH AXE
LAST NIGHT – Witnesses 
reported seeing a man sever a 
young woman’s hand with a hatchet 
in Zeerust, North West. 
According to sources, the victim 
and the suspect were having an 
argument over text messages 

from another woman, before he 
pulled out a hatchet and attacked 
her. The witnesses rushed to 
the scene in time to save her, 
while the unidentified man fled. 
An ambulance was called and the 
woman is currently being treated at 
a local hospital. 

G.W. Wright//

OFFICER OF THE 
LAW SHOOTS 
GIRLFRIEND
LAST NIGHT -  A 32-year-old 
mother was shot in her home 
in Durban North. Social media 
revealed her enjoying her apparent 
lavish lifestyle a few minutes 
before the event. Facebook showed 
pictures of the victim enjoying 
time away at her villa in a private 

golf estate, while relaxing and 
spending an intimate night in. 
The woman was allegedly shot in 
the stomach by her boyfriend – an 
officer in the Metro Police Force. 
The motive behind the incident is 
unclear, however, friends say there 
have been unreported incidents 
between both the victim and her 
boyfriend. The victim is currently 
recovering in ICU. 

F.A. Pillay //

Axed by boyfriend: woman's hand severed.

Mother left paralyzed: it's time to consider the cost of violence against women.

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales and/or 
incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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PRETORIA MOTHER 
SURVIVES FIT OF RAGE 

YESTERDAY – “Mommy... 
mommy… wake up. I love you,” 
were the last words a Pretoria 
woman heard from her daughter. 
She was allegedly beaten until 
she lost consciousness by a 
relative yesterday afternoon in her 
Brooklyn home. 
The 42-year-old mother of four, 
sustained brutal injuries that her 
attacker allegedly inflicted on her in 
a fit of rage. She was kicked in her 
genital area, physically assaulted - 
resulting in broken limbs, and she 
was burnt with an element as well 
as had her hair set on fire. 
It was further revealed that the 
battered mother was dumped 
into a bathtub and ordered by her 
assailant to wash the blood off of 
herself at which point he reportedly 
continued his onslaught of blows on 
her and repeatedly bashed her head 

against the tub. Her four children 
bore witness to the horrific ordeal, 
and her youngest daughter gave 
a detailed and chilling account of 
her mother’s 10-hour ordeal before 
she slipped into a coma in full 
view of her children. According to 
her daughter, the ordeal unfolded 
following an alleged altercation 
over the phone with a relative. 
The daughter said, “My mum was 
in the house and my uncle called 
her for help. After my mom said no 
and did not go, he started arguing 
with her. He then came over to 
our house, and suddenly started 
hitting her. He started kicking 
her in the face and all over her 
body continuously. My mommy 
was bleeding. He also forced my 
mom to have alcohol. He started 
hitting her again all over her body 
while shouting and calling her bad 
names. My mom then fell to the 
ground. She could not walk. He 
carried her to the bathroom and 
then pushed her under the tap to 

wash the blood that covered her 
face. He was so mean and didn’t 
care.” 
The distraught girl added, “My 
mother could not take it anymore 
and ran into my room and locked 
the door and he tried to open the 
door but he couldn’t. He went 
to the back of the house because 
there was a broken window. A 
cushion was covering the window. 
He removed the cushion. My mom 
was lying down not far from the 
window. There was also a plastic 
covering the window. He lifted 
the plastic and burnt my mother’s 
hair and body with it. My mother 
started screaming and crying. He 
eventually broke down the door. 
She sat on the bed for a while and 
he again started pulling her hair 
and she fell and hit her head. He 
then carried her back to her room 
and he continued hitting her.” 
The girl said her mother was in a 
lot of pain and went to sleep. “My 
mummy asked me for water but 

then she never woke up again, 
so I ran next door to ask for help 
from our neighbours. They came 
and then asked for help from the 
police and the hospital,” said the 
heartbroken child. The woman was 
immediately admitted to hospital 
and a police unit has since carried 
out a manhunt for the suspect. 
A provincial police spokesman said, 
“We can confirm that we are looking 
for the suspect and investigating 
a case of grievous assault and 
attempted murder. We are unclear 
of the motives behind the assault 
but will continue investigating 
the matter until we have answers. 
We will report further when we 
have more evidence and details to 
support the case.  

Trimming: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor inci-
didunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua.

//Mommy...
mommy wake 
up. I love you.//

B.R. Kumalo//

Another mother beaten: children give chilling account.

MOTHER 
BURNED  WHILE 
PROTECTING 
CHILD

LAST NIGHT – A 29-year-old 
woman from Johannesburg was 
rushed to hospital with third 
degree burns to her face, neck 
and chest. It is understood that 
the woman sustained these burns 
when her 31-year-old boyfriend 
threw a pot of boiling hot oil in the 
direction of her 9-year-old daughter. 
The woman lunged in front of her 
daughter and the oil scalded her 
face, neck and upper body. It is 
unclear as to what provoked the 
man’s actions but neighbours of 
the couple told the reporter that 
they often hear shouting, loud 
noises and commotion from the 
home where the three live. 

T.F. Donnell//

NEIGHBOUR
FINDS 
UNCONSCIOUS 
WOMAN
YESTERDAY – A mother of an 
11-month-old baby girl was allegedly 
beaten within inches of her life by 
her 21-year-old boyfriend.
The 18-year-old woman was outside 
doing laundry when she heard 
her boyfriend shout at the baby. 
She asked him not to speak to the 
child so aggressively. It is alleged 
that he then beat her until she 
lost consciousness. A neighbour 
says she was alerted by the baby’s 
crying and saw the man leave the 
premises. Bothered by the cries, 
she went over to inspect and found 
the victim unconscious. 

F.Z. Pillai//

YESTERDAY – A manhunt is 
underway for a 23-year-old man 
who attacked a young woman and 
left her for dead under his bed, 
before making a run for it. 
A provincial police spokesperson 
reported that the woman was 
discovered under the suspect’s bed 
yesterday. She’d been beaten with 
multiple bruises around the head. 
According to community members 
the victim was intimately involved 
with the suspect and had been 
living with him for some time. The 
circumstances surrounding the 
matter are still under investigation. 
Though the man is still on the run, 
the police are confident that they 
have a few good leads. 

WOMAN LEFT 
FOR DEAD 
UNDER 
BOYFRIEND’S 
BED 

G.B. Menda//

BEATEN FOR TURNING DOWN 
MARRIAGE PROPOSAL 
YESTERDAY – An Orlando West 
woman was beaten after turning 
down her boyfriend’s marriage 
proposal. When the victim was 
asked if she would marry him, she 
said no, at which point he started 
beating her with anything he could 

lay his hands on. According to her 
mother, the victim was assaulted 
only days after having run away 
from the home that she shared with 
her boyfriend, with whom she had 
a volatile relationship. The victim’s 
mother was inside the home when 

she heard her daughter screaming 
for her. She ran to her daughter 
who lay on the front steps, barely 
breathing and bleeding profusely. 
An ambulance was immediately 
called onto the scene. Police are 
still searching for the suspect. 
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HE CUT MY 
IMPERFECT SKIN

 

YESTERDAY – A 31-year-
old woman was admitted for 
immediate reconstructive surgery 
after several parts of her body were 
lacerated. She had also suffered a 
concussion from being hit so hard 
that she fell to the ground and hit 
her head on the floor.   
“I was abused for two years by my 
spouse,” she says. “People have 
asked me why I stayed with him... 
and… I don’t have an answer. 
But I know that I felt ashamed. I 
still feel ashamed.” The woman, 
a victim of domestic abuse, kept 
this secret for two out of the five 
years of her marriage. “I was too 
embarrassed to mention it to 
anyone, even the people I trusted 
most. His first act of abuse, was a 
slow transition into becoming what 
he is today. I believed that he was 
the man I married, who loved me 
and never wanted to cause me any 

harm,” she confessed, admitting 
that she was certainly in denial. 
Like many women, her body hasn’t 
been the same since she gave 
birth months ago. “Sometimes he 
would take a knife and cut parts 
of me that he didn’t like, like my 
stretch marks and flabby arms. 
He cut my imperfect skin,” said 
the victim. She admitted that the 
boyfriend never harmed their child 
but nonetheless, she’d still lock the 
door to the baby’s room before he 
would come home in the evenings. 
The victim further mentioned  
that the experience as well as the 
constant manipulation, destroyed 
her sense of self-worth. 
“Every time he attacked me, he 
attacked my body and my self-
worth. I hated myself and my body 
because it couldn’t be perfect for 
him,” she said.  As in the victim’s 
case, which is common, she was 
afraid to leave her abuser until 
her breaking point. Many women 
stay, even after their breaking 

point, continuously living with the 
wounds of abuse. She added, “I 
lived in fear at first and then began 
accepting the abuse. But this time, 
it’s different, not only did he cut 
me, he almost killed me. I believe 
should I let this continue, I will 
eventually die.”   
She describes that speaking out is 
the single most liberating, painful 
and emotionally challenging thing 
she has ever done. “This near-
death experience was the tipping 
point for me. I have to get out, 
because I realise that this man who 
I’d handed my forgiveness to has 
gone too far, too many times.” 

S.S. Eghlang//

DRUGGED, BEATEN 
AND LEFT TO DIE

DADDY PLEASE STOP 
KILLING MOMMY

EARLY YESTERDAY – A woman 
whose family wish for her to 
remain anonymous was found in 
a ditch. She had multiple bruises, 
cracked ribs and a stab wound on 
her arm. She was found at 5am by 
a running group of six people. One 
of the runners explained that they 
were shocked to see that she was 
alive. “It looked as if she had been 
left to die. I am grateful that we 
found her when we did,” he said. 
Another runner added, “Who 
knows how long she would’ve been 

YESTERDAY – A five-year-old 
boy witnessed the abuse and 
beating of his mother in Soweto. 
The police were summoned to the 
scene when two of the victim’s next 
door neighbours called in claiming 
to hear disturbing screams of a 
little boy shouting, “Daddy, please 
stop killing mommy”, and other 
noises that frightened them. 
The young child is staying with a 

there, and then it might have been 
too late.” 
Her family have confirmed that she 
is in recovery and doing well. Her 
roommate whom she is reportedly 
been dating, has since fled. “We’d 
never met him. But she mentioned 
to me a while ago that he has 
friends involved in heavy drugs. 
She also said more recently that he 
has a temper,” the victim’s sister 
told the police. 
“She is lucky to be alive,” a 
paramedic said. “We discovered 
drugs in her system, several 
beating marks on her entire body. 
Not to mention, broken ribs and a 
stab wound.” 

relative while his mother recovers 
in hospital. The father has since fled 
and police are still investigating. 
"We are traumatised and can’t 
imagine what it must be like for the 
little boy,” a neighbour said. “His 
screams saved his mother’s life. 
Had it not been for his screaming, 
we wouldn’t have made it in time.” 
Psychologists claim the effects 
of witnessing abuse are just as 
harmful as experiencing it, and 
that the child will have to go for 
extensive therapy. 

Husband goes too far: victim's body and self-worth lacerated.

Mother beaten: child's screams save her life.

D.F. Dorf//

ABUSIVE BOYFRIEND 
THREATENS TO KILL 
HIMSELF
YESTERDAY – A 32-year-old 
woman originally from Tshwane 
residing in Parktown, after being 
abused by her drunk boyfriend, told 
a reporter from The Daily Abuse 
that she has been manipulated into 
staying in her violent relationship.
She is convinced that it has a lot to 
do with his drinking. 
“He hits me for no reason, throws 

me against the wall and grabs me 
by the hair,” she explained, adding 
that it’s usually after he’s been 
out drinking with his friends. On 
various occasions, she has told him 
that she can’t do it anymore and 
that she can’t be treated like this, 
especially by someone she’s seeing 
intimately. 
She further stated that she can’t 
leave him due to the manipulative 
comments he makes about taking 
his own life if she leaves him. “I 
am afraid to break up with him. I 
don’t want to be responsible for his 
death when he is found hanging in 

my apartment or something. When 
he is sober, I almost forget that he 
abuses me verbally and physically 
because he is kind and charming 
...he plays mind games with me.” 
The reality is that many women are 
too scared to leave their abusive 
partners. 
“Drinking brings out that side of 
him,” she added, “I dread the day 
when he makes those threats, while 
sober. Then I’ll really be trapped.” 
The victim stated that she will 
be contacting an alcohol abuse 
organisation to try and help her to 
escape the violent relationship. 

T.H. Nkesi//

THE TRUTH IS 
HARD-HITTING
YESTERDAY – A young woman in 
Constantia, Cape Town has realised 
that she is a victim of domestic 
abuse from watching the series 
Big Little Lies. “The truth hit me... 
Isn’t that ironic?” she admitted 
to her sister on the phone. She 
reportedly couldn’t stop crying and 
repetitively said, “This is my life.” 
“I overheard my friends at work 
talking about this TV show 

and wanted to be part of the 
conversation. I had no idea that 
it would show me the truth about 
my own relationship.” After 
binging on the whole season this 
past weekend, she has broken 
up with her long-term boyfriend. 
“Sometimes couples appear 
happy and in love, but we have no 
idea what is really going on. I am 
done lying about my bruises and 
justifying his actions because we 
love each other.” 

B.R. Mema// T.N. Nkasi//

//Every time he attacked 
me, he attacked my 
body and my self-worth. 
I hated myself and my 
body because it couldn’t 
be perfect for him.// 

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales and/or 
incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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CAMPUS SEXUAL 
ASSAULT EXPOSED

WIFE ATTEMPTS SUICIDE 
AFTER YEARS OF ABUSE

YESTERDAY – A 19-year-old 
engineering student at a local 
university was raped in her dorm 
by her supposed ‘friend' yesterday 
morning. She had met him in the 
library just a month before. They 
reportedly became good friends 
at the start of the semester. 
Although they studied different 
degrees, they would spend time 
studying together. They were both 
in long-distance relationships with 
people who didn’t attend the same 
university. Since she spoke to him 
about her boyfriend and he spoke 
to her about his girlfriend, their 
mutual unavailability deemed them 
as friends. 
She explains that she stays in an 
all-girls residency and that on the 
night of the assault, she decided to 

make an exception for him because 
he felt sick and had a sore throat. 
So, she let him into her room and 
offered to make him a cup of tea. 
“When he finished the rooibos we 
chatted for a while. Then I stood 
up because I wanted him to leave. 
I told him that it was time for bed 
and I had an early lecture the next 
morning. He stood up instantly and 
looked at me with an intense look 
in his eyes. Suddenly he forcefully 
grabbed me and shoved me onto 
my bed.” 
She hesitated to expose that 
despite trying to fight him off and 
telling him to stop, the combination 
of his strength and her own fear left 
her powerless. “I feel traumatised 
emotionally and physically because 
I was violated by someone I trust, 
someone I considered a friend.” 
She is just one of many victims that 
are abused on campuses in our 
country every day. 
Another student studying a 
Bachelor of Commerce degree 

at the same university, said that 
within her first three months of 
the final semester last year she 
overheard a group of male students 
making casual rape jokes about 
their fellow students. “You think 
you’d be safe on campus, but rape 
culture is everywhere,” she said. 
A student friend of hers was 
allegedly harassed by her tutor 
when she approached him for 
help on an assignment, touching 
her inappropriately without her 
consent. She is certain that the 
tutor threatened her friend if she 
told anyone because she is terrified 
to even make comment of the 
incident. She has since encouraged 
her friend to speak to the head of 
the faculty. 
Most cases that occur not only at 
universities but throughout our 
country are unreported and so 
rape culture remains. A reason for 
this is that the system of reporting 
rape and assault is grueling, 
insensitive and misogynistic. It 

is clear that there is a great need 
for conversation on the issue of 
abuse in general and on campuses. 
The victims further explained that 
there is little to no discussion 
around physical and sexual abuse 
at their campus. 

“The lack of conversation leads 
victims to feel alone, and they feel 
like it’s somehow their own fault.” 
Hopefully, more students will 
come forward, so that the severity 
of the daily abuse that occurs at 
universities will be exposed. 

Studying without safety: students are abused on campus.

T.E. Vukani//

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – A 
38-year-old woman attempted 
suicide in an upmarket suburb in 
Johannesburg. 
The wife of a prominent surgeon, 
who’d survived years of emotional, 
and physical abuse decided she 
couldn’t take it anymore and 
attempted to take her own life. 
Charmed by her husband’s private 
school manners and famous 
friends, she’d thought their life 
together was the start of a fairytale. 
The abuse started as a few small 
incidents of insults and demeaning 

words, breaking her down little by 
little. 
As his narcissistic tendencies grew, 
her confidence whittled away. 
She started believing that no one 
would believe her if she went to 
the police or asked for help. One 
night she was beaten up so badly 
that her one lung collapsed. She 
was treated at a hospital where 
her husband operates, and no one 
made mention of the incident. She 
finds herself in the same hospital 
yet again, but this time for a failed 
attempt at suicide. 
She was found by her domestic 
helper late yesterday afternoon, 
hanging from a beam in the attic. 
Luckily it was just in time to save 
her. The helper has been close to 
the family for 20 years, and states 

she knows about the abuse, but she 
herself has been threatened into 
silence. 
The helper further mentions that 
she feels guilty for not speaking 
out. But she too was abused, 
through threats and grew fearful 
of losing her job. She remembers 
once finding the victim battered 
and bruised, and as she was about 
to call the police, the accused 
intervened, shoved her and 
threatened that he’d ensure she 
never finds employment ever again.
The surgeon, whose name can’t be 
made public refused to comment.

J.J. Maree//

WOMAN 
JAILED AFTER 
SELF-DEFENCE
YESTERDAY – A woman was 
arrested for manslaughter after 
stabbing her boyfriend in self- 
defence. “I’ve been seeing him for 
the past two years, we have a son 
and another baby on the way. He 
abused me on our first date. When 
I wanted to go back to my place, 
he locked the door and made me 
stay when I didn’t want to. The 
last choice I remember making 
for myself was to go on a date with 
him,” she said. 
He was jealous and possessive, 
never allowing her to go out with 
her friends, or to the mall alone. 
At first, he body shamed her and 
then chose all her clothes for 
her. He took away her autonomy, 

her identity and her personality. 
Asked why she thinks she stayed, 
the accused remembers her 
dysfunctional childhood with a 
controlling and domineering father 
and meek mother. She grew up 
with this idea of a relationship 
and therefore thought that her 
relationship was the way it should 
be. “My family never intervened, 
because it was their normal. 
My friends never said anything, 
because they thought it was not 
their place. I didn’t get help, 
because I didn’t think I needed 
it,” the accused added. She is in 
police custody and consulting with 
lawyers. Her future looks uncertain 
as help is not readily available 
and she can’t afford private legal 
services. Her son is in the care of 
his father and her baby is due in 
two months. 

J.B. Mdala//

No choice: woman forced to defend herself. 

18-YEAR-OLD FOUND 
BRUISED AND ABUSED
YESTERDAY – An 18-year-old 
woman in Pretoria was found 
bruised and abused in a garage 
flat. The landlord of the property 
found her weak and battered when 
collecting rent money on the 
property. 
“Last month, when I collected the 
rent at the garage flat, the woman, 
her boyfriend and his brother 

were all there, everything seemed 
okay. We’re all going through hard 
times, but we support each other. 
I was very shocked when I found 
her alone, in that state,” says the 
man in his late sixties. “I’ve asked 
around and the other tenants on 
the property have no information 
on the boyfriend’s or his brother’s 
whereabouts.” 
The police are scheduled to 
interview all of the neighbours 

this afternoon to gather more 
information. 
The woman reportedly has a broken 
wrist, two broken ribs, a badly 
bruised torso and face. It is unclear 
how long she had been there 
before the landlord found her and 
called an ambulance. The landlord 
suspects that the boyfriend or his 
brother might have tried to kill 
her. The police are searching for 
the two men. 

H.P. Phela//

//The abuse started as  
a few small incidents.// 



THURSDAY 22 March 2018 29

‘RAPE TAXIS’ CONTINUE TO VIOLATE

Transport terrors: will this taxi be safe? 

BATTERED TEENAGE 
GIRL FOUND IN CHURCH

EARLY YESTERDAY MORNING 
– A 14-year-old girl was found 
by the caretaker of a church in 
Potchefstroom. She was taken 
to a local hospital where she will 
undergo the relevant tests and 
receive counselling. Police are yet 
to make a statement about the 
victim and nature of the crime. 
Local community leaders have 
confirmed that the matter is seen 
as a serious crime. “Our women 
are the victims of sick criminals, 
preying on our most vulnerable. 

As a community, we need to be 
more vigilant, more involved and 
more visible in our children’s 
lives. As people, we need to be the 
safety they are not experiencing at 
home, at school and everywhere in 
between. This has gone too far.” 
It’s believed that the girl found 
shelter in the church hall after 
being attacked in the nearby veld, 
where there is a shortcut between 
the shop and the bus stop. This 
veld has become notorious over 
the past few months, known 
for being a place of shelter for 
vagrants addicted to the zombie-
drug, Flakka. Parents and teachers 
are planning a protest to get the 
attention of local government. 
They feel that the government is 

not doing enough to ensure the 
safety and security of the women 
in the community. “The drugs are 
stealing our children, it’s hurting 
our families. This is enough!” 
says one concerned parent. “We 
deserve better.” 
 

C.J. Ismaile//

SISTERS BEATEN 
AND STABBED AT 
HOME
LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON 
– A woman and her sister were 
found tied up, with multiple 
injuries, in a security complex in 
Pietermaritzburg. The  victims 
were found by the neighbours 
who went to check the house 
which seemed abandoned, with 
doors and security gates left 
open. The concerned neighbours 
went to check-in and discovered 
the the two women, both tied up 

and locked in a room. One of the 
women was stabbed multiple times 
with a sharp object and the other 
was beaten and stabbed until she 
lost consciousness. 
The police were called to investigate 
a case of assault and attempted 
murder and are still searching for 
the man believed to be the attacker. 
It is alleged that he fled in a white 
double-cab bakkie after attacking 
his girlfriend and her sister. The 
alleged attacker has previously 
been charged with aggravated 
assault and drug possession, but 
the charges were withdrawn. He 
also has a restraining order against 
him from a previous partner.

L.V. Marais//

//As people, we need 
to be the safety they 
are not experiencing 
at home, at school and 
everywhere in between. 
This has gone too far.// 

Seeking shelter: abused teen found in church.

THREE TEACHERS 
ARRESTED FOR 
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT
YESTERDAY  – A school girl 
was forced to perform oral sex 
on one of her teachers. After 
hearing another girl speak about 
a similar incident, the girl decided 
to come forward. Three teachers 
were arrested in connection with 
suspected sexual misconduct 
and abuse of learners at her high 
school. The three male teachers 
have reportedly been sexually 
assaulting female students, making 

them believe that they would get 
better marks in exams for pleasing 
the teachers. It is said that the 
teachers were all connected in 
this regard, blackmailing students 
with their knowledge of the sex 
acts they have already done, and 
threatening to fail them. 
Apparently, the rest of the faculty 
were aware of rumours about the 
sex ring, but were threatened with 
their jobs, should they speak out. It 
was up to the parents of the victims 
to go to the police. The investigation 
has been ongoing for two-and-a-half 

months, with more victims coming 
forward with evidence. The last 
of the teachers is now in custody. 
Community leaders are in upheaval 
about the alleged matter having 
been present in their community 
for so long, and say that they are 
in disbelief that no-one felt strong 
enough to stand up for the children 
who were being abused. Education 
authorities strongly condemn this 
type of behaviour and are looking 
at more stringent processes to 
eliminate sexual predators from 
the education system.

L.X. Duma//

//I got into the taxi at the same place and time as I always do, but this time there were 
two men inside. One of them pulled out a gun and forced me to perform oral sex.// 

B.G. Kahn//
YESTERDAY – Another woman 
came forward, reportedly having 
been sexually assaulted in a taxi. A 
police spokesperson says a case has 
been opened after the incident was 
reported yesterday by a 39-year-old 
woman who says she had climbed 
into a taxi on the way home from 
work. Says the woman, "I got into 
the taxi at the same place and 
time as I always do, but this time 
there were two men inside. One of 
them pulled out a gun and forced 
me to perform oral sex." At first 
the woman did not want to come 
forward as she feared for her life, 
but she was encouraged to go to the 
police after hearing another story 
about a 59-year-old woman who was 
raped at the back of a taxi in front 
of her 12-year-old grandson. The 
spokesperson said that police have 
been investigating several other 

reports across Johannesburg, 
spanning from Krugersdorp to 
Randburg to Soweto, with similar 
modus operandi and confirmed 
that arrests had been made. 
However, some suspects are still 
at large and the investigation is 
ongoing as more cases come to 
light. This follows an incident two 
weeks ago where two women had 
been robbed and sexually assaulted 
after being forced from a taxi at 
gunpoint into an informal dwelling 
outside Soweto. The two women 
were repeatedly raped by a group 
of men and their phones and money 
stolen. Four arrests have since 
been made in connection with 
this attack, including the driver of 
the taxi. The police spokesperson 
further confirmed that a meeting 
had been called to address the 
various regional taxi associations, 
to appeal to taxi bosses to take 
responsibility, especially as some of 

their drivers have been implicated 
in some of the assaults.
A representative, speaking on 
behalf of a taxi alliance, says that 
the attacks are being investigated 
internally and are being regarded 
in a very serious light. He has 
pledged the alliance’s full support 
and cooperation regarding the 
investigation. "We are here to 
ensure safe, reliable transport for 
all and we are deeply disturbed 
by these attacks. As an industry, 
we strongly denounce these acts." 
The police appealed to any other 
victims to report the crimes and 
asked that anyone with information 
please step forward to assist in the 
investigations.
//The two women were 
repeatedly raped by a 
group of men and their 
phones and money 
stolen.//

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales and/or 
incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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BLESSER CULTURE CONTINUES 
ENSLAVING WOMEN
YESTERDAY – In Krugersdorp, 
police began a city-wide crackdown 
on so-called sex dens where they 
came across women who had been 
lured by promises of being set up 
with a sugar daddy or blesser but 
who instead become ensnared as 
sex slaves. 
The term blesser has become a 
popular phenomenon across South 
Africa – young women enter into 
relationships with older wealthier 

men based on exchanges of 
material possessions for sexual 
favours. 
The gross normalisation of this 
phenomenon has disastrous 
consequences where women are 
tricked by sex traffickers who move 
them to new cities, allowing them 
to believe that they are entering 
into a blesser/blessee relationship. 
They are then plied with drugs and 
forced to begin paying it back by 
selling their bodies. 
From there a typical initiation may 
include multiple rapes and rapid 

induced drug dependency by means 
of extremely addictive narcotics. 
Once hooked, women are kept in 
debt bondage, continually paying 
back, with protected sex earning 
as little as R30, whilst unprotected 
sex can earn more than three times 
as much. 
"With over 7 million HIV positive 
people living in South Africa and a 
prevalence of TB that ranks in the 
top three highest in the world, this 
is a lethal cycle we cannot allow to 
continue in our country," says a 
spokesperson for the police.

T.N. Connor//

Nowhere to turn: women are being enslaved every day. 

DOMESTIC WORKER 
RAPED BY HER BOSS
YESTERDAY – A 26-year-old 
domestic worker in Durban alleged 
that her 51-year-old employer asked 
her to come in to help him move a 
table, while his wife was not home. 
But when she came in, he locked 
her in the bedroom and raped her 

repeatedly. Says the woman, “He 
was shouting. I opened the door, 
but then I saw he was drunk. He 
pull[ed] me into the house.” She 
went on to say that he had raped 
her, and further alleged that the 
man had told her that if she said 
anything to anyone she would lose 
her job, and he would report her 
for theft in his house. 

T.T. Dlamini//

WOMAN FIRED AFTER 
REVENGE PORN ATTACK
LAST NIGHT – A woman has 
lost her job due to an ex-husband 
who has shared private moments 
between the couple online, in what 
is termed a revenge porn attack. 
The content was very personal and 
pornographic in nature. 
The woman in question is a 41-year-
old teacher at a local school. Earlier 
yesterday, the school was shocked 
to hear from parents that they 

caught their children watching a 
clip, where the teacher was clearly 
involved in sexual activities with 
her ex-husband. The victim of this 
online attack insists that she was 
not aware that her ex-husband was 
filming them, and that she never 
gave consent for filming or sharing 
the content. 
The victim describes her current 
state as “sad, shocked and so 
ashamed”, and will be getting a 
protection order.

K.O. Dhlume//

MISSING TEEN FOUND 
YESTERDAY
YESTERDAY – Police in Brakpan 
have called off the search for 
a teenage girl, aged 16, after a 
municipal worker discovered the 
intoxicated teen, in a municipal 
swimming pool’s locker room,  
three kilometres from the young 

woman's home. She was reported 
missing last Friday. 
It is alleged that she was last seen 
with a man, who had been renting a 
room from the victim's family. The 
16-year-old was raped and cut with 
a blunt object.  The teen has been 
hospitalised and the authorities 
have been contacted.  The tenant 
has not returned since the incident. 

L.P. Marais//

ASSAULTED 
TRANS-WOMAN 
RIDICULED BY 
POLICE 
YESTERDAY EVENING – Saw 
a local police station light up 
with unexpected hysteria as a 
transsexual woman reported an 
assault case that took place just 
minutes before. 
The statement reveals that she 
was strangled and battered by her 
partner, in an altercation that turned 
ugly. The couple had reportedly 
been seeing each other for a few 
weeks. They had gone on a number 
of dates and yesterday afternoon, 
the alleged perpetrator invited 
the victim over to his apartment 
in Maboneng. While there, the 
couple had drinks and attempted 
to engage intimately. When asked 

what provoked the violence, 
the victim says she believes it 
is because she is a transsexual 
woman. “We were having a good 
time. He began fondling me and 
when he felt my private parts and 
realised my orientation wasn’t that 
which he was accustomed to, he 
threw a fit and started beating and 
strangling me, he also hurled all 
sorts of insults at me.” 
She fled the scene and went straight 
to the police station where she 
says she had a hard time reporting 
the case, because officers were 
amused by the incident rather than 
taking it seriously. 
“I was giving the officer my 
statement when he started giggling. 
He called in all the other officers 
and asked for their help because 
he didn’t know how to handle the 

case. I told them they should treat 
it with the seriousness of all other 
gender-based violence cases, but 
they kept insisting that I was a 
man. How are these people meant 
to protect me?” The average life 
expectancy of a transsexual woman 
currently sits at 35 years, and 
this is largely due to the attitudes 
that delegitimise them as women. 
The proportion of gender-based 
violence within this demographic is 
possibly even higher due to cases 
not being reported.

M.H. Mafomane//

SEX WORKER FOUND
BOUND IN HOTEL ROOM

YESTERDAY MORNING – 
The cleaning staff at a hotel in 
Johannesburg were confronted by 
a sight they could have never been 
prepared for. 
While on duty, staff were alarmed 
by screams coming from one of 
the rooms. When they investigated 
they found a young woman, who is 
reported to be a sex worker, bound 
to a chair and covered in cuts and 
bruises.
Records from the hotel’s reception 
desk reveal that the booking 
was made in her name, making 
it difficult to identify a suspect. 
There is no camera footage either, 
as the hotel’s surveillance cameras 
are currently out of order. 
Police have been left with little 
to no evidence that can connect 
them with a suspect. The victim’s 
colleagues say this was a first-time 

client. They usually work together 
in groups, at a street corner not far 
from the hotel, and are therefore 
familiar with each other’s clients. 
“This happens to us all the time. 
You see this mark here and this big 
scar. This is my clients. This is what 
they do,” says a fellow sex worker, 
who wishes to remain anonymous. 
“People don’t even see us as 
human. They think they can do 
whatever they want with our 
bodies, just because we sell our 
bodies for money. We want to make 
money. Some of us have no choice. 
We don’t want to get hurt. Some 
girls have been killed.”
As it stands, sex work is still 
criminalised in South Africa. 
Because of this, women in this 
profession are often violated by 
clients, the general public, and 
sometimes by the police. Many 
activists say that if the government 
recognised sex work as real work, 
it would be easier to regulate this 
high-risk industry. 

P.E. Rogers//

//I told them they should 
treat it with the seriousness 
of all other gender-based 
violence cases, but they kept 
insisting that I was a man.// 
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LUCKY TO ESCAPE WITH MY LIFE

MAN EXPOSES HIMSELF 
AT A HIGH SCHOOL
YESTERDAY – Parents and 
teachers at a high school, west of 
Johannesburg, were alerted to an 
incident involving a middle-aged 
man exposing himself to students 
during their lunch break. The 
incident occurred at 13:30, when 
the students were in the quad 
between classes. 
The teacher on duty did not see 
the unidentified man and was only 
made aware of the incident when 
a group of female students alerted 
her to the fact. Upon investigation, 
the teacher discovered an empty 
beer can on the other side of the 
fence, where the man was reported 
to be standing. The principal has 
said she is working closely with 
local police to make sure incidents 
like this will not occur again. 
“This is a form of abuse – to expose 
young students to the sight of a 
man’s genitals. 
It is sick and perverted and this 
man must be found so he can be 
punished and serve his time in jail,” 
she said. This is not the first time 
the high school has experienced an 
incident of this kind. 
“Four years ago, when I was vice 
principal here, there were two 
incidents in one month of a man 
coming to the school and exposing 
himself to the students from the 
other side of the fence.”
The perpetrator was caught after 
police discovered semen on the 
fence of the school grounds. 
They traced the sample back to a 
perpetrator, who had a history of 
sexual violence and was already on 
the police database. 
The man was sentenced to 12 
years in prison, of which he 
has served two. The incident 
highlights the growing epidemic 
facing South African high schools 
whereby not even at school can 
they be protected. Year after year, 
students are targeted by sexual 

predators. The Optimus Study by 
UCT and the Centre for Justice and 
Crime Prevention, found that “of 
the young people interviewed in 
schools 35.4% – one in every three 
young people – had experienced 
some form of sexual abuse at some 
point in their lives.” 
The research found that 36.8% of 
boys and 33.9% of girls reported 
some form of sexual abuse. The 

study estimated that more than 
784 967 young people aged 15-17 
in South Africa had been sexually 
abused. A police spokesperson 
stated that the local police will 
increase their presence around the 
high school. 
The school’s PTA have also taken 
it upon themselves to be involved 
in an after-school patrol roster. 
The students who witnessed the 

incident have received counselling 
from a third party brought in by the 
school. 
The students' parents and teachers 
have been briefed on how to notice 
any form of PTSD symptoms and 
what measures to take and who 
to contact in order to ensure the 
mental and emotional safety of 
their children. Police have asked 
that if anyone has any information 

regarding the incident reported at 
the school, to contact them. This 
is not the first school in the vicinity 
to experience illegal behaviour  
by paedophiles. 
Last year, three other high schools 
in the surrounding area were 
exposed to indecent behaviour. We 
followed up on the cases but were 
informed the investigation was still 
underway.

T.L. Fikeni//

Schoolyard bully: students not safe from perverts at school.

//This is a form of abuse – to expose young students to the sight of a grown man’s genitals. It is sick 
and perverted and this man must be found so he can be punished and serve his time in jail.//

YESTERDAY – A young woman in 
Johannesburg had a lucky escape 
from abuse when neighbours 
rescued her from her violent 
partner. He was threatening to beat 
and stab her after an argument. 
She opens up to us about her 
experience. 
For many, it’s being brought to 
the brink of death that provides 

the strength to leave their abuser. 
For others, they remain in their 
situations, wishing for the happier 
days to return, until the children 
start sounding like the abusers and 
question why they are not doing 
what they are being told to do. This 
was the exact same reason that 
kept this victim in the midst of an 
abusive relationship. “Regardless 
of what our reasons are for leaving 
our abuser, the significance of the 
decision is monumental.” 
As we sat down with the victim 
(aged 30), she opened up, “With 

denial, I knew in my heart what 
was truly going on, yet in my head, 
I could suppress these horrible 
feelings and believe them not to be 
true. Denial allowed me to reject 
the truth of what was going on in 
my marriage.” 
She added, “I held on to the hope 
that if I kept trying harder, someday 
my world would become better. If I 
held onto my denial, I knew I was 
only days away from my pain being 
outdated. Happier days were surely 
coming soon – at least that is what 
my denial convinced me of.” 

“I had to realise that whether I 
wanted to or not, I must now make 
drastic changes in my world. I had 
to start accepting the reality that 
I could no longer remain in my 
current situation anymore. The 
changes had to start now or I would 
die.” 
“For me, facing reality was 
extremely painful and scary; it was 
not something I was able to do on 

my own. There was no way I could 
categorise my abuser’s actions as 
inappropriate; I needed external 
support from my crisis counsellor 
to begin the painful task of realising 
my world needed to change. She 
provided great examples of what 
my abuser was doing to me thus 
allowing me to see, for the first 
time, the control he was attempting 
to manipulate me with.”

//I held on to the hope that if I kept trying harder, 
someday my world would become better.// T.N. Connor//

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales and/or 
incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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LAWYER IN
SEX ABUSE 
SCANDAL 

I LIVE IN FEAR OF MY STALKER

YESTERDAY – A popular actress 
filed a restraining order against a 
man, after receiving a number of 
threatening emails, text messages, 
letters, calls and direct messages 
on social media. 
Having starred in roles of local 
productions the actress is no 
stranger to being in the public eye 
with her legion of fans. However, 
this one fan has taken his adoration 
for the star a step too far. In her 
statement to police, She alleged 
that the stalker had initially gotten 
her number through a mutual 
friend. 
For the past six months, along with 

multiple phone calls a week, she has 
received numerous disturbing text 
messages. “The texts at first were 
innocent,” she stated. “He told me 
how talented I was, how beautiful 
I was, that he was my number 
one fan. He kept messaging me 
though, and I respectfully told him 
to leave me alone. That’s when the 
messages became threatening.” 
The actress alleges that the 
messages began to describe in 
detail how he wanted to touch her 
and have sexual relations with her, 
even if she didn’t want to. “After 
the sexual stuff he told me he 
wanted to kidnap me, so that he 
could have me all to himself, that 
he would do whatever he wants 
to me and that my boyfriend and 
family would never see me again.” 
Text messages was not the 
only medium the man used 
to communicate with her. He 

allegedly flooded her with emails 
and direct messages on her social 
media account. The victim claims 
that she changed her number, 
email address and blocked him on 
social media, however he would 
come up with new profiles to avoid 
the block and was able to track 
down her contact details again. 
The starlet’s manager says that 
she is traumatised and has been 
too scared to leave her home. The 
situation came to a head when 
she claims to have seen the man 
standing at her security gate. She 
has since increased the security of 
her home with alarms and beams, 
and hired a 24-hour bodyguard to 
be by her side. 
At her manager’s suggestion, 
the woman laid an official charge 
against the perpetrator and filed 
for a restraining order yesterday. 
According to the restraining order, 

her stalker has to keep a distance 
of 500m from her at all times. 
However, she says she still does 
not feel safe. 
“I don’t know if I will ever feel safe, 
even if he is behind bars. I feel 
like I always have to look over my 
shoulder, no matter where I am. 
There is something wrong with 
him, he is a dangerous man. He 
has a screw loose. I feel like he has 
ruined my life. I live with constant 
worry and anxiety. I have stopped 
going out, I don’t see my friends 
and my family. I hope with the 
help of my counsellor I will be able 
to feel safe again, but I feel like I 
never will.” 
The actress’s character has 
subsequently been temporarily 
written out of her show until the 
situation is under control. An 
outpouring of support from her 
fans have flooded social media.

B.B. Kumalo//

VICTIM 
PUNCHED 
UNTIL SHE 
MISCARRIED

YESTERDAY – A husband punched 
his pregnant wife repeatedly until 
she had a miscarriage. 
It is alleged that the pregnant 
woman arrived home from work 
to her drunk husband, at 5pm in 
the late afternoon. Neighbours 
heard screaming and called the 
police. According to a police 
spokesperson, upon their arrival, 
the police discovered the victim in 
a severe “physical and emotional 
state.” The police told reporters 
that the attacker was found at a 
local bar a few hours later. No 
reports have been filed and no 
arrests have been made. 

M.P. Matchaba//

PASTOR
BEATS 
WIFE
LAST NIGHT – A pastor, beloved 
by his community in the East Rand, 
was arrested for allegedly beating 
his wife. 
A passer-by called the police when 
they heard the local pastor’s wife 
screaming for help. A policeman 
reported, “He was strangling her 
when we arrived on the scene.” 
Neighbours said that this is the 
first time they have heard anything 
like this and that the pastor is a 
"gentle and respectful" man, or 
so they thought. His wife will be 
questioned later this afternoon.

P.E. Rogers//

LAST NIGHT – The parents of 
a mentally ill and intellectually 
disabled 15-year-old have been 
arrested after signs of gross 
negligence and abuse of their 
daughter were discovered. 
The girl's grandmother told the 
media, “Justice was served today. 
Looking back, all the signs were 
there. I’ll never forgive myself for 
not seeing them. I’m still shocked 
and angry at my daughter and son- 
in-law for what they did.”

S.J. Peterson//

MENTALLY 
ILL GIRL 
ABUSED BY 
PARENTS

WOMAN 
THROWN OFF 
A BALCONY

YESTERDAY – A 32-year-old 
woman was allegedly thrown off 
her apartment’s first-floor balcony. 
She has severe spinal injuries, and 
is in a critical, but stable condition. 
A witness stated that he had seen 
the victim with the same man every 
evening for the past few weeks. He 
lives in the apartment building 
opposite hers and spends a lot of 
time sitting on his balcony. 
“It was only two days ago when I saw 
them arguing with each other. Last 
night, I saw him hit her at around 
8pm and heard him shouting things 
at her,” the witness said.
“I went inside to call the police 
and when I came out again she was 
lying bleeding on the street below. 
He threw her off the balcony.”

J.O. Madikwe//

EARLY YESTERDAY – A lawyer’s 
laptop and cellphone were seized 
by police. Allegedly, they found 
photographs and videos of sexually 
abusive pornography.
Local police confirmed the 
involvement of the high-profile 
lawyer, in multiple aggressive 
pornographic encounters with 
various women against their will. 
The lawyer has been suspended 
from the board of his law firm and 
is currently in police custody.

S.S. Peterson//

YESTERDAY MORNING – A 
28-year-old woman, was found 
barely breathing and unconscious, 
on the side of a road in the Northern 
suburbs of Johannesburg. 
An early-morning jogger came 
across the woman and called the 
police. Paramedics arrived at 
the scene shortly afterwards. A 

paramedic on the scene stated: 
“Due to the injuries that we could 
identify, she either jumped out of 
or was thrown out of a very fast 
moving vehicle. She is lucky to be 
alive.” 
She was treated on the scene and 
then rushed to hospital for further 
medical attention. It was later 
confirmed that she had also been 
physically and sexually assaulted. 
A neighbour of the victim, has 
since come forward and reported 
hearing a very heated argument 
between the woman and her 

husband, in the early morning 
hours, before they both got into the 
car and sped off. He explained to 
the police: “Their loud arguments 
have been going on for months. 
They are always fighting. I felt it 
was not my business to interfere. 
But this time he has gone too far.” 
At this stage the victim’s  
husband’s whereabouts are unclear 
and the police are searching 
for him. The victim remains in 
a critical condition and her two 
young children have been released 
into the custody of her sister.

T.N. Connor//

Used and abused: woman thrown from moving vehicle.

WOMAN GETS 
THROWN FROM 
MOVING CAR
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WOMAN ATTACKED 
BY STALKER

P.E. Rogers//

HUSBAND AND WIFE 
BUST UP GOES VIRAL

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – 
A verbal altercation between a 
husband and wife at a restaurant 
in Gauteng made waves on social 
media. 
The husband and wife were caught 
on video having an argument at a 
restaurant in Gauteng. 
The couple first caught the 
attention of onlookers when the 
husband shouted at the waiter for 
bringing him a well-done steak 
when he had ordered his steak to 

be served medium rare. When the 
waiter attempted to remove the 
plate, and bring the man a new 
steak, he accidently spilt wine over 
the patron. Enraged, the husband 
attempted to grab the waiter by 
the collar, which is when his wife 
intervened. The waiter left the 
table, and a heated argument 
ensued between the couple. 
The husband raised his fist and 
hit his wife. This attracted looks 
from fellow shocked patrons. The 
argument was captured on smart 
phones as it escalated, with one 
patron calling upon the manager, 
to intervene. 
But even attempts from the 
manager weren’t enough to diffuse 
the situation. The argument came 
to a head when the onlookers 

shouted at the woman, asking 
her why she stayed with such a 
“monster.” Onlookers also shouted 
profanity at the woman’s husband 
with many telling him to leave. 
The woman eventually left the 
restaurant, leaving her husband to 
pay the bill. The husband requested 
numerous times to not be filmed 
and declared that this was a private 
and unique situation. He eventually 
paid for his bill and then left the 
restaurant, but not before the film 
was quickly loaded onto multiple 
social media platforms.  
The video, has already been shared 
4078 times and been viewed over 
200 000 times on Facebook. Many 
Facebook users have commented 
that this was a private matter and 
should not have been filmed, let 

alone posted on social media, while 
others have called out the man for 
being abusive and have suggested 
his wife file a report to the police 
accordingly. 
A lawyer, from a large law firm, 
has offered free legal advice to the 
woman and have extended their 
offer to represent her if she files 
for divorce, free of charge.  
Yesterday, reporters said the 
man wants to file a suit against 
those that filmed the altercation 
and those that shared the video 
on social media for defamation. 
However, he is yet to seek out legal 
representation. 
The Daily Abuse reached out to the 
restaurant and to the man’s wife, 
however, both parties declined to 
comment. 

T.L. Fikeni//

YESTERDAY – A woman sought 
refuge with a local women’s rights 
group, after her stalker physically 
and sexually assaulted her. 
The group contacted the police, 
who are now searching for the 
culprit. “Unfortunately, it is a 
common state of affairs in our 
country. The issue of stalking is 
one that needs more attention. 
Women being stalked are in 
danger, vulnerable and at risk,” a 
police spokesperson said. 
The victim was only 20 years old 
when she met the man who would 
terrorise her for the next two years, 
and become her stalker. When 
they first met, the victim explains 
that she enjoyed the attention 

from someone older and they got 
along really well. After a few dates, 
the victim says the man started 
behaving strangely and would say 
inappropriate things to her that 
made her uncomfortable. She 
ended things and stopped seeing 
him, thinking she would move on 
easily as she was, “completely 
creeped out.”  Thereafter, the 
victim explained that every man 
she dated or was involved with, 
that same man would intervene. 
“Whether it was a bar fight or 
approaching my dates at a coffee 
shop, he would always involve 
himself somehow and tell the 
other men to stop seeing me and 
threaten them,” she said.  “When I 
moved back home after my studies 
this year, I thought I would be 
rid of him for good,” the victim 
said as she started crying. After 

composing herself, the victim told 
the police that she was going for 
a jog when she heard the sound 
of an animal in pain. She went to 
investigate under the bridge and 
the same man who had stalked her 
for two years of her life, jumped on 
her, held her down and raped her. 
“He pulled down my pants and 
raped me. He smacked my face 
until I shut up.” Before fleeing, 
the culprit allegedly told the victim 
he loved her. “I couldn’t believe 
there was nobody around…I went 
straight to the women’s group 
headquarters,” she said.

//The same man who had 
stalked her for two years 
of her life, jumped on 
her, held her down and 
raped her.// Raped on a jog: woman attacked by stalker of two years.

Caught on camera: husband and wife’s argument goes viral. 

 IT HURTS TO SPEAK OUT
thedailyabuse.co.za

Yesterday my uncle asked me 
to come and look after my 
little niece. When I got there, 
my niece and aunt weren’t at 
home. My uncle pulled down 
his pants and asked me if I 
wanted to touch his penis. I 
didn’t want to, but he told me 
that he would tell my mom that 
I was a bad girl if I didn’t. He 
forced me to take my top of and 
he masturbated onto my chest. 
My mom loves her brother so I 
don’t think she’ll believe me if 
I tell her. 

Yesterday my karate sensei 
asked me to stay after class. 
He led me into the back room 
and then he said that my belt 
wasn’t fastened the right way. 
He started fixing my belt, but 
then forced his hand into my 
pants and rubbed me over my 
panties. I feel like it’s my fault 
for letting him do it. 

Yesterday my boyfriend of 
three years shoved me against 
the wall so hard, I had a bruise 
the size of an egg on the back 
of my head. He said that I push 
him to his limits and that I 
deserve go get disciplined. My 
boyfriend is much older than 
me. I grew up without a dad, 
and I’m not sure if this is just 
what boyfriend’s do. 

Yesterday my boyfriend came 
in when I was in the shower and 
started taking pictures of me. I 
told him that he must stop. He 
said that if I ever do anything 
that he doesn’t like, he would 
send the pictures to everyone 
that I know. I deleted the photos 
off of his phone, but he says 
that he has already messaged 
it to himself on various email 
accounts. I don’t know what to 
do.

DAILY BITES

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales and/or 
incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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L.F. Baitz//

SOCCER CELEB FORCES 
WOMAN OFF-SIDES
YESTERDAY – A man who is 
respected in his community and a 
role-model to rising soccer stars 
and young boys, was accused of 
rape. 
The celebrity, who plays for a local 
soccer team, has been reported to 
have forced himself on a woman 

after a night of celebrations and 
partying. The star was celebrating 
his 25th birthday but there was 
nothing to celebrate when the 
police took him in for questioning 
in the early hours of the morning, 
after a woman claimed that he 
raped her. 
“He is my friend and every time 
we go out, we have to score. He’s a 
celebrity, he doesn’t struggle to get 
girls so why would he rape her,” 

said an unnamed friend. 
The police have confirmed that the 
25-year-old man has been brought 
in for questioning in relation to 
rape charges. 
A representative from the soccer 
team has confirmed that they are 
aware that one of their players is 
in police custody and although they 
don’t condone women abuse, they 
cannot take any action against their 
player until he is found guilty. 

HOCKEY PLAYER 
PHYSICALLY HARASSED     

YESTERDAY – A parent was 
accused of harassing one of the 
players on his daughter’s university 
hockey team. The university’s 
sporting department is shocked by 

the news of a parent over-stepping 
boundaries and becoming attached 
to a child other than their own. 
One player who is nicknamed 
by the team as “Spirit” told of 
another player’s father harassing 
her to the team’s coach. These 
occasions spanned both improper 
physical advances as well as a 
slew of text messages and inbox-

communications via a handful of 
her own social media accounts. 
The victim alleges that he sent 
her inappropriate messages and 
touched her in places that made 
her uncomfortable after hockey 
practise. The claim is under 
investigation and it is unclear 
at this time whether the father 
accused will face criminal charges.

B.S. Kumalo//

ASK DR DINEO

Dear Doctor Dineo,

My husband sometimes 
forces himself on me 
even when I don’t want 
to have sex with him. But 
because we are married I 
don’t know if this is rape? 
Confused, KZN.

Dear Confused,

If anyone has sex 
with you against your 
wishes, even if they 
are your husband, they 
are raping you. Marital 
rape is constitutionally 
recognised as a crime 
in South Africa under 
the Domestic Relations 
Act 2000. Your husband 
does not have the right 
to abuse you physically or 
sexually and you have the 
right to say no to him. I 
know it can be difficult to 
get out of situations like 
this when you’re married, 
but find a women’s 
social service centre or 
someone trustworthy 
who you can stay with to 
help you with the steps of 
action you can take. 

Dear Doctor Dineo,
 
My boyfriend has come 
home drunk a few times 
and hit me. But every 
time he says that he is 
sorry and will never do it 
again. How do I know if 
I can trust him? 
Uncertain, Johannesburg.

Dear  Uncertain,

The fact that your 
boyfriend has kept 
abusing you should be an 
indication of his future 
behaviour. Because you 
forgive him each time, he 
probably thinks that he 
can carry on being abusive 
without consequences. 
Even one physical act of 
violence against a woman 
is enough of a reason to 
leave her partner. You 
need to get out of this 
relationship immediately 
before it gets any worse. 
Contact your nearest 
women’s social service 
centre to help you 
through the process. 

Dear Doctor Dineo,

My husband has been 
accused by a few women 
in our community of 
sexually abusing them. 
He has never hurt me or 
any of the children we 
have together. How do I 
deal with the situation? 
Anonymous, FS

Dear Anonymous,

Cases like these are 
never easy. However, just 
because your husband 
hasn’t sexually violated 
you or your children, 
doesn’t mean he hasn’t 
done it to anyone else. 
I would suggest contacting 
the authorities to do a 
proper investigation. 
That way if your 
husband actively offers 
to be involved in the 
investigation he has the 
chance to prove himself 
innocent. If this doesn’t 
work, or your husband 
doesn’t want to be part 
of an investigation, then 
it is his word against 
theirs. This leaves you to 
decide whether you want 
to believe him or not. 
However, any accusation 
of sexual abuse should 
always be taken very 
seriously, even if it is 
against those we love.

Dear Doctor Dineo,
 
My boyfriend sometimes 
calls me names like “slut” 
or “fat.” I have told him it 
really hurts my feelings 
but he says I am just 
being sensitive. What 
should I do? 
Hurt, EC

Dear Hurt,

Your boyfriend is verbally 
abusing you. He is 
undermining your self-
worth as a human with 
his words by calling you 
names and then also by 
criticising your reactions 
to them. You are definitely 
not being over-sensitive.
Even though it might not 
leave any physical scars, 
his words are leaving 
emotional ones. No one 
deserves to feel bad about 
themselves because of 
someone else. If you have 
told him that it hurts you 
and he is continuing, he 
is deliberately choosing 
to verbally abuse you and 
just like physical abuse, 
you don’t have to accept 
or even tolerate it. 

Dr Dineo is a psychologist who offers advice to 
women who have been physically or sexually abused. 

"We have to score": soccer star accused of rape.

Father tries to play: charged for harassment.

For advice from
Dr Dineo, please 
visit our website:
thedailyabuse.co.za
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HUSBAND FIRES BULLETS 
AT WIFE IN MALL

B.J. Vilikazi//

YESTERDAY – Customers were 
shocked to witness an almost fatal 
end to an altercation between a 
couple. 
According to a security guard, “It 
was around 14h30 when the couple 
walked into a store at a popular 
Gauteng shopping centre, and they 
were already having an argument 
and the man in particular was very 
loud and aggressive.” It would 
appear that the fight started in the 
car because witnesses claim that as 
soon as the man parked, the lady 
jumped out and ran away from the 
car, into the mall trying to leave the 
man behind. The man, however, 
caught up and the two started 
arguing further. The man started 
to push the woman around so the 
store manager who witnessed 
the altercation tried to calm the 
man down, as he became quite 
violent and the whole incident 
was disturbing other customers. 
The man pretended to co-operate 
but then suddenly reached for his 
gun and started waving it. Some 
customers managed to escape and 
ran out of the store as soon as the 
man took his gun out, but those 
who were trapped mentioned that 

the man seemed mentally unstable 
and they all feared for their lives.
“I was inside the shop with 
my daughter when the couple 
walked in, I could hear that they 
were arguing and the man was 
threatening to beat the lady up, but 
my daughter and I decided to mind 
our own business. This is until he 
took out his gun and pointed it at 
everyone, he then pointed it at the 
lady he was with and shot at her. 
We all thought that he hit her but 
later realised she was unharmed,” 
said one customer. The man, 
whose identity cannot be revealed, 
is said to have ran out of the store 
after he fired the shots and that’s 
when the mall security began to 
run after him. 
The chase continued around the 
mall and the police were already 
alerted of the incident as the 
suspect made his way to his car. 
“We knew that he was armed 
and the place he would probably 
flee to his car, so with the help 
of the police, we were able to 
apprehend him as soon as he got 
to his vehicle,” said the security 
supervisor. 
It’s not the first time an event 
like this has happened at a mall, 
three years ago we reported that 
a man started abusing female 
staff at a clothing store and even 
though he didn’t shoot at anyone, 
eyewitnesses claimed that they 

noticed that he had a gun around his 
waist. “This is not just a problem of 
firearms being easily available to 
just about anyone, but the bigger 
issue here is women abuse. The 
fact that a man can verbally abuse 
a woman in public and people mind 
their own business and not call the 
man to order is where the problem 

starts. We can’t wait for a woman 
to be killed or shot before we say 
anything,” said the police captain. 
Paramedics were called to the 
scene and after all the necessary 
checks, the woman was declared 
stable, and had not sustained any 
injuries. Fortunately, no customer 
was harmed in the event as the 

bullet only hit a pillar in the store. 
The mall manager could not be 
reached for comment at the time of 
print, but his office has promised 
to release an official statement 
and recommendations as to 
how security at the mall will be 
improved to avoid such cases from 
taking place again.

Shopping for danger: man tries to shoot wife in mall.

DRUNK MAN STRIKES 
WIFE, TURNS ON CHILD  

YESTERDAY – An intoxicated man 
repeatedly beat his wife, until she 
lost consciousness, before turning 
on their five-year-old son, who 
managed to flee to a neighbour’s 
home for help. 

The assaults took place yesterday 
in the family’s home, where the 
woman sustained severe internal 
injuries, a broken rib and several 
impact wounds. The child is in the 
care of the mother’s family; the 
suspect is in police custody and 
will likely be charged with multiple 
charges of assault.

L.M. Brest//

“HE WAS DRUNK WHEN 
HE STABBED ME”
LAST NIGHT – A Johannesburg 
woman was hospitalised after her 
partner of 16 years stabbed her 
repeatedly. 
The police have confirmed that the 
woman’s partner was found highly 
intoxicated at a park, not far from 
the crime scene. He is currently 
in police custody. According to the 
victim, she entered the kitchen 
after having a shower to find her 
partner singing to himself with a 
bottle of vodka in his hand. She 
said that she thought it was funny 
and laughed. She alleges that he 
reacted to her laughter by grabbing 
a knife from the kitchen counter 
and advancing towards her. The 
victim allegedly screamed and told 
him to put the knife down. 
In her statement, the victim 
said,“He was so aggressive. I don’t 
understand why he would try to kill 
me. He was a completely different 
person.”

T.L. Fikeni//

//I don’t understand why 
he would try to kill me. 
He was a completely 
different person.// Under the influence: man stabs his wife.

Wife beaten by drunk husband: son escapes.

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales and/or 
incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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SEXUALLY ABUSED 
BY HER BROTHER

YESTERDAY – In Port Elizabeth 
a teenage girl was taken into 
protective custody after her older 
brother forced himself upon her. 
She stated that her brother had 
been sexually abusing her for the 
last six years. 
The victim, whose name cannot be 
revealed, is undergoing counselling 
and medical treatment. She 
approached the local police station 
yesterday and made a statement. 
A spokesperson for the police 
said, “The victim was incredibly 
traumatised, but also incredibly 
brave to come forward. We wish 
that all abused women would speak 
up so that we can take action.” 
In the victim’s statement, she 
claims that her older brother 
started to sexually assault her 
when she was 11 years old. She 

also states that she told her mother 
about the incidents repeatedly, but 
was not believed. 
The girl was frequently left in 
the care of her brother when her 
mother was working, and at first 
did not even understand what was 
happening. 
“It took a few years for me to 
realise that what he was doing 
was wrong. He said it was normal 
between family members to show 
love this way,” she added in her 
statement. “But once I understood 
the harm he was doing I mentioned 
it to my mother.” 
According to professionals, parents 
of abused children are in denial. 
Parents in these circumstances 
cannot come to terms with what has 
happened or is happening. Anyone 
being abused should find a neutral 
party and tell them immediately, be 
it a teacher, a priest, a friend or a 
helpline.
Friends of the affected family claim 

they had no idea about the alleged 
abuse, saying they thought the 
siblings were close but not that 
there was a problem. 
The brother is remanded in 
custody. The sibling's mother is 
also remanded and expected to face 
charges of child endangerment and 
neglect. She told police she had no 
knowledge of any abuse happening 
in the household. 

abuser was drunk and allegedly 
threatened to kill her with a knife. 
The abuser’s identity is unknown 
and he still roams the streets. 
Investigations to find him are 
underway. A police spokesman 
urged girls to take the bus rather 
than walk in the area.

T. F. Jonker//

RAPED ON HER 
WAY TO SCHOOL 
YESTERDAY – Another school girl 
was raped in Durban, adding to the 
spate of similar crimes in the area 
over the last few weeks. The event 

took place in the early hours of 
the morning when the 18-year-old 
victim was on her way to school. 
The victim registered a complaint 
of rape and physical abuse to the 
local police. The victim was walking 
to school when she was assaulted 
and raped in a corner alley. The 

//Friends of the affected 
family claim they had no 
idea about the alleged 
abuse, saying they 
thought the siblings 
were close but not that 
there was a problem. // 

L.H. Baitz//
YESTERDAY –  A woman reported 
her husband’s sexual abuse at a 
local police station. The victim’s 
husband allegedly came at her 
from behind and forced a cloth in 
her mouth. When questioned by 
police his response was dismissive 
implying that his private sexual 
relationship with his wife was not 
their concern. 
Her husband claimed he is innocent 
of rape because a husband cannot 
rape his wife. He reportedly said, 
“a marriage certificate gives me 
permission to get what I want.”
The criminalisation of marital 
rape in South Africa is an issue 
which has been debated over and 
over, but ‘no’ will always mean 
‘no’. In this case, the victim was 

not even able to say ‘no’ because 
her husband shoved a cloth in her 
mouth, disabling her from saying 
anything at all. 
"Marriage does not mean 
consent," said the victim when she 
reported the rape to the police. 
In a statement encouraging other 
victims of rape in their marriages 
she said, “To friends and the 
outside world, marriage might look 
perfect. I live in fear every time he 
looks at me. None of us should live 
in fear. I got lucky, a great deal of 
police in South Africa don’t take 
cases of marital rape seriously, 
just like our husbands don’t take it 
seriously.” 

//To friends and the 
outside world, marriage 
might look perfect. I live 
in fear every time he 
looks at me.// 

HUSBAND 
BELIEVES IT’S 
HIS MARITAL 
RIGHT TO 
RAPE

M.A. Matchaba//

Not safe walking the streets: another school girl raped.

Sister in protective custody: six years of incestuous abuse.

//It took a few years for me to realise that what he was doing was wrong. 
He said it was normal between family members to show love this way.// 
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MOTHER WALKS
IN ON RAPE

YESTERDAY  AFTERNOON – A 
17-year-old girl’s mother found her 
being raped by the neighbour’s son. 
The victim and her family will start 
trauma counselling immediately. 
The distraught mother speaks of 
the incident as something that she 
will never forgive herself for. 
“Our kids have been friends since 
they were born. The older boys 
are both in Matric, and are like 
brothers. The younger kids always 
play together in the afternoons and 
on weekends, as parents we take 
turns to keep an eye on them. My 
daughter usually keeps to herself.” 

This was one of those afternoons 
where the boys were playing 
cricket, and the other kids were 
inside playing games or watching 
TV. The mother grew suspicious 
when her daughter wasn't reading 
in the study. As she knocked and 
entered her daughter’s bedroom, 
she found her terrified daughter 
underneath the 19-year-old 
neighbour. “She had tape covering 
her mouth,” her mother said. 
“He was performing a sexual act 
on her, and she was clearly in a 
state of panic. After pushing my 
neighbour’s son off my daughter, 
I immediately called the police. 
Then we sat together and cried.” 
The girl’s parents are pursuing 
legal action against him.

R.S. Styn//

T. M. Heller//

WOMAN STABBED 
FOR SPEAKING UP
LAST NIGHT – A woman from 
Pretoria was stabbed four times, 
after confronting her boyfriend 
about his drunken behaviour. 
It is alleged that the couple of  
18 months were at a party. After a 
few drinks, the woman’s boyfriend 
started flirting with other women. 
When he began to kiss his ex-
girlfriend, the victim stormed out 
to the car. 
“When he ran out, we thought he 
was just going to apologise,” stated 
one of the friends. Instead he 
pulled the victim from the car, and 
the pair exchanged heated words. 
He slapped her, and when she 
fought back, he produced a knife 
and stabbed her several times. 
“It was just horrible,” continued 
the friend, “We thought he was a 
nice guy. We never expected him to 
do something like this.” 
The victim was taken to the nearest 
hospital for treatment, where she 
remains in critical care. She is 
expected to make a full recovery. 

WOMAN FORCED 
INTO PROSTITUTION 
BY HUSBAND

is confident her client will be 
exonerated of all charges. “This 
is a true human rights violation,” 
she continued, “my client was a 
victim of domestic abuse as well as 
sexual assault. She even believes 
her arrest is what will get her out 
of this dangerous relationship.” 
Her husband was also taken into 
police custody last night after the 
police received a document from 
his wife’s lawyer.

YESTERDAY – A woman was 
arrested for prostitution. It was 
later revealed that the woman was 
being forced against her will into 
prostitution by her partner. She 
explained how after a year into 
their happy relationship, he started 
acting strangely. 
“He was always incredibly jealous 

and possessive. I wasn’t allowed 
to go anywhere alone.” But it was 
when she was retrenched that he 
became abusive. 
“He told me I needed to look after 
him; that we needed money and it 
was up to me.” He forced her to 
sleep with men for money in their 
own flat. He threatened to harm 
her daughter if she refused. 
Her lawyer released a statement 
to the media saying that she 

B. J. Vilikazi//

PREGNANT 
WOMAN BEATEN 
BY BOYFRIEND
YESTERDAY – A pregnant woman 
was beaten by her long-term 
boyfriend. The victim is eight 
months pregnant.
In her statement, she alleges that 
he came home from work in a bad 
mood. She is not sure what upset 
him, but he proceeded to beat her 
until she lost consciousness. 
A neighbour called the police and 
the victim was taken to the nearest 

hospital for treatment. She is 
expected to make a full recovery. 
Her baby is also healthy and she is 
due to give birth next month. The 
victim’s boyfriend faces numerous 
charges of assault. His lawyer 
suggested that his client undergo 
psychological assessment for 
possible anger issues. “He was not 
acting in his right mind,” he said 
last night, “and should not be held 
accountable for something that is 
not in his control.” 

L. Y. Marais//

DEATH THREATS FOR 
ASKING FOR DIVORCE
LAST NIGHT – A woman’s 
husband tried to kill her after she 
asked him for a divorce. Allegedly, 
the woman’s husband threatened to 
kill her numerous times in the past 
when she threatened to leave him 
after he physically attacked her. 
The victim’s sister, told reporters 
that he was relentless. 
“He said he would kill her and our 

parents if she left him,” she says, 
“She was scared for years. She 
went to their minister for help but 
he didn’t believe her story.” 
Last night, again confronted with 
divorce, the woman’s husband 
tried to strangle his wife in front 
of their two children, aged 3 and 6. 
The older child phoned the police 
emergency number. A nearby car 
responded and the perpetrator was 
arrested on the scene.

K.J. Dhlume//

Drunk and dangerous: woman stabbed at party.

//We thought he was a nice 
guy. We never expected him 
to do something like this.//

Forced into prostitution: threatened to harm their daughter.

Not just the boy next door: a 19-year-old rapist.

For the purpose of this publication, names, characters, businesses, places, events, locales, and incidents have been changed and/or fabricated to protect the most vulnerable. Images used in this publication are for illustrative purposes only and do not represent the actual persons, characters, businesses, places, events, locales and/or 
incidents described in the publication. Resemblances to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events, is purely coincidental.
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R.W. Lefolo//

SCORNED LOVER 
IMPERSONATES 
POLICE OFFICER
LAST NIGHT – A woman from 
Soweto was hospitalised after being 
attacked by her ex-boyfriend. She 
had been in hiding at a women’s 
shelter with her baby when the 
incident occurred.
Witnesses at the shelter said 
they heard a commotion late last 
night. "It was a lot of kicking and 
screaming," said one woman, "We 
ran to go see and it was a strange 
man just beating this poor woman."
It is alleged that the man, who had 
been dumped by his girlfriend a 
month ago after becoming verbally 

and physically abusive, had 
impersonated a police officer on 
the phone in order to discover her 
whereabouts.
"He was shouting that he would kill 
her," said an eyewitness. "That who 
was she to think of leaving him like 
a dog."
Police arrested the man on the 
scene and the victim was rushed 
to hospital with a fractured collar 
bone and other minor injuries.
A spokesperson for the police said 
a full investigation was under way.
"We will definitely uncover how this 
man was given this confidential 
information," he stated. "It is 
something that cannot be allowed 
to happen."

"It is not illegal to be gay in South 
Africa," said one local activist. 
"We have the exact same rights 
as all our citizens and deserve 
protection." 
Lesbophobia has seen an increase 
in recent years, with one activist 
describing the constant threats 
against her: "I am always being 
warned, every day that they will 
come for me, and after they are 
done with me, I will be a girl."

F.B. Nkabinde//

RAPED TO ‘CURE’ 
LESBIANISM  

YESTERDAY – A woman was 
gang-raped in Bellville, Western 
Cape in what is believed to be 
an incident of "corrective” rape, 
which has been described as the 
practice of teaching lesbians to 

be "real women". She was on 
her way home from work when 
allegedly confronted by a group of 
men, who proceeded to rape and 
beat her. She cannot be named 
so as to protect her identity, but 
it is believed she is a well-known 
LGBTQI activist in her community. 
She is recovering in hospital, while 
an outraged community plans a 
march to protest against what is a 
human rights violation. 

//I am always being warned, every day that they will come for 
me, and after they are done with me, I will be a girl.//

Community in crisis: activists plan a march in protest.

M.I. Teban//

SEXUAL ABUSE 
HAS NO AGE LIMIT 

YESTERDAY AFTERNOON – A 
team from the Social Development 
department was dispatched to 
probe claims that an 85-year-
old woman in an old age home 
in Gauteng, just south of 
Johannesburg, was sexually and 

physically abused that morning. 
The victim was found on her bed, 
in pain and bleeding. The victim’s 
family were contacted immediately 
but no one at the home had any 
idea of what happened. She has 
been taken to hospital for urgent 
medical attention.  
The managing director of the 
old age home says, “We will do 
everything we can to get to the 
bottom of this. Any abuse on an 
elderly person is unacceptable.” 

ABUSE SURVIVOR HIT WITH A BRICK
LAST NIGHT – A victim and 
survivor of abuse found the 
courage to call an emergency 
ambulance after her husband of 
five years hit her with a brick. 
The victim reportedly contacted 
the ambulance to her home, but 
when they arrived she had passed 
out from losing a large amount of 
blood. 
The woman is being treated at a 
local hospital and the surgeon has 
confirmed that she is expected to 
recover after surgery. Her husband 
allegedly fled the scene and his 
whereabouts are unknown.
The police found the victim’s 
4-year-old son, hiding in a cupboard 
when they searched the premises 
for the husband. The young 
boy was too traumatised to say 
anything and is being taken in by 
the victim’s close friend. A police 
spokesperson said that the child 
will have to be questioned by a 
professional, specialised child 

phycologist as he is the only key 
witness to the assault and possible 
attempted murder. 
According to the close friend, 
who is a social worker, the victim 
herself survived a violent and 
abusive childhood. “She grew up in 
a home where she and her mother 
were physically and emotionally 
abused by her alcoholic father who 
was a former officer of the law,” the 
friend told reporters.
“She never told me that her 
marriage was violent too,” she 
said. “I remember her telling me 
about how her father would beat, 
kick and throw harmful objects 
at her and her mother even when 
her mother was pregnant.”  The 
victim’s friend believes that it 
caused her to perceive love in 
a horrifying way. “I think that 
the ‘love’ demonstrated by her 
father in the early days of mental 
development later replicated in her 
adult life.” 
“I never liked her husband, I 
thought he was arrogant and 
manipulative, but I didn’t think he 
was hurting her and abusing her 
the same way her father had,” she 

added.
“Children like her who lived or 
still live in homes where there is 
domestic violence, grow up in an 
environment that is unpredictable, 
filled with tension and anxiety, 
dominated by fear. I am so sad that 
both her and her young son are 
victims of this. I hope the police 
find that disgusting man and lock 
him up,” she reportedly said to 
the investigator after she had been 
questioned. 
An elderly man who lives next door 
to the couple reported that he 
heard distressing screams at the 
time of the incident. The rest of the 
victim’s neighbours are scheduled 
to be questioned by the police 
in the coming days. Police are 
currently searching for the victim’s 
husband.

//I didn’t think he was 
hurting her and abusing 
her the same way her 
father had.//

Hit with a brick: victim abused in her childhood and marriage.

T.Z. Msila//
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“I BELIEVED THE POLICE 
WOULD PROTECT ME”

M.A. Amari//

LAST NIGHT – A woman landed up 
in hospital again after being beaten 
by her ex-husband. It is the third 
time she has been admitted for the 
same reason. This time is the most 
serious so far, as she suffers from a 
broken arm and a concussion. The 
victim is pressing charges against 
her ex-husband. She had obtained 
a restraining order against him five 
months ago, believing this would 
offer her and her children a degree 
of protection. 
“He just stalks me. He knows 
where I work, where we live,” the 
victim said, “He won’t leave us 
alone. He’ll keep calling me until I 
answer.” 
Despite the constant threats, she 
felt safer knowing the law was on 

her side. But when she laid yet 
another complaint at the police 
station, she feels she was not taken 
seriously. “They told me not to 
worry. That it was just a few phone 
calls or a knock on the door. But it 
didn’t feel right.” 
Later yesterday evening, her 
ex returned and broke into her 
property. “My first thought was 
for the children. Luckily, they were 
already asleep, so they didn’t have 
to see,” the victim said as she 
broke down in tears. 
Her domestic worker who lives on 
the property alerted the police and 
the victim’s husband was arrested 
on the scene. 
A spokesperson for the local police 
station insisted they would look 
into the victim’s complaint. “We 
take all instances of domestic 
violence extremely seriously. No 
woman who is scared should ever 
be turned away.” 

WOMAN TRIES TO COMMIT 
SUICIDE AFTER BEING RAPED

//My first thought was for the children. Luckily they 
were already asleep, so they didn’t have to see.//

Alone and unsafe: women often have nowhere to turn.

EARLY YESTERDAY –  A woman 
from Weltevreden Park attempted 
suicide after being raped by her 
ex-boyfriend two days ago. The 
community is shocked and saddened 
by these events. The woman had 
been receiving treatment in hospital, 
and apparently had undergone two 
counselling sessions, but according 
to a suicide note found on the scene 
she felt unable to cope, and so had 
decided to take her life. It is alleged 
she was also concerned that her 
attacker would not be brought to 
justice and was afraid. Her family 
and the local community are 
devastated at the news. 

“This is it,” said a woman from a 
gender rights foundation. “This is 
why we must all continually fight 
for justice. It is absolutely criminal 
that men keep abusing women 
in this country. We stand by all 
women today and say enough is 
enough.” 
The victim was raped by her ex- 
boyfriend who broke into her 
home on the same day that she 
had broken up with him. He also 
beat her, causing some internal 
bleeding. According to witnesses, 
he had been bragging about what 
he had done. 
The victim’s mother reported that 
she never trusted her daughter’s 
partner. “He was always telling her 
what to do, where to go...I wish I 
had done something earlier to help 
her. I can’t believe she tried to take 

her own life. I hope he will go to jail 
for life.” 
The victim is currently at a 
rehabilitation and suicide recovery 
centre. The suspect is in police 
custody and is expected to be 
charged for rape and assault. His 
lawyer has declined to comment. 

//This is why we must 
all continually fight for 
justice. It is absolutely 
criminal that men keep 
abusing women in this 
country. We stand by all 
women today and say 
enough is enough.//

No justice: many rape victims feel there is no hope of recovery.

T.M. Heller//
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My boyfriend came home drunk 
after a night out last night. He 
attempted to have sex with me 
while I was asleep – I woke up 
and started freaking out then he 
got really rough with me and raped 
me. I feel violated. This isn’t the 
first time he has tried to fondle me 
in my sleep.

Yesterday I got home late from 
work. We were working on a new 
business pitch. My husband was 
awake when I came in. He was 
very angry. He started accusing 
me of being out with another man.
He pushed me around and then 
kicked me in the stomach. I have 
a huge bruise and it really hurts. 
I don’t know what to do. He is so 
possesive and it makes him mad.

At around 4pm yesterday my 
brother’s friend snuck into my 
room and forcefully kissed me. I 
felt really sick and vomitted. He 
swore and threw my bedside lamp 
at me. I’m frightened of him. I 
know that if I tell my brother he 
won’t believe me. 

At the mall last night, a stranger 
grabbed me and pushed his private 
part on me. I managed to escape 
before anything else happened but 
I feel really shaken. I didn’t sleep 
at all last night. 

 IT HURTS TO SPEAK OUT
thedailyabuse.co.za

DAILY BITES Yesterday I went with my father 
to work and a goodlooking 
colleague kept looking at me. 
When I went to the bathroom, 
he was there. He told me that my 
father will get a promotion if I 
had sex with him. I resisted and 
he held his hand tighly over my 
mouth and tried to force himself 
on me. I was lucky that someone 
walked in. I was able to escape, 
thankfully.

Last night, I struggled to fall 
asleep so I went to the living 
room to watch TV. My partner 
woke up and was so angry 
with me for watching TV he 
pulled me by my hair and 
banged my head against the  
wall. I am in so much pain.

I woke up last night to the sound 
of my mom crying. I creeped 
out my bedroom and found her 
lying at the bottom of the stairs. 
My dad was standing over her, 
swearing at her. He grabbed 
her and pushed her head into 
the floor. He didn't see me. I'm 
scared. 

I broke up with my boyfriend 
two months ago but then last 
night I heard noises down stairs. 
It was him. He broke in through 
a window. He was holding my 
dog and when I came downstairs 
to see who was there, he started 
to threaten to kill her if I do not 
let him move back in. I got really 
scared and had to say yes. I don't 
want him back, but I'm scared 
he'll hurt Fluffy. 



Yesterday, 360 women’s rights were abused.
Today there will be 360 more stories. 

You can’t turn the page on the daily abuse. 

Help us reduce these numbers by supporting the rights of every woman.
If you are experiencing abuse, know someone who needs help or would like to donate, visit thedailyabuse.co.za. 

#thedailyabuse  |  @POWA_SA


